
The  
Reverend 
Blaine D. 
Crawford 

The Reverend Blaine 
Crawford  led  wor-
ship and preached in 
our  sanctuary  on 

Sunday,  Nov.  23.  At the congregational  meeting following 
the service, all present unanimously affirmed the call to Rev. 
Crawford to become our next Minister of Word and Sacra-
ment. We welcome Rev. Crawford and his wife, Brittnee to 
the COTH family and look forward to journeying with them 
in worship, mission, and outreach. Invite family and friends 
to attend the worship service on January 25, 2015, when he 
will  begin  his  ministry,  and  we  begin  a  new  chapter  at 
COTH.

Blaine and Brittnee are natives of  the Midwest (Kansas 
and Iowa, respectively). They met during their undergraduate 
studies at Northwestern College, a school affiliated with the 
RCA.  After  undergrad,  they  moved  to  Denver,  Colorado. 
Blaine attended and graduated from Denver Seminary while 
Brittnee worked in the non-profit sector. It was during their 
time  in  Denver  that  Blaine  and  Brittnee  married.  After 
Blaine  graduated  from  seminary,  the  couple  moved  to 
Rochester, New York, where Blaine has been serving as pas-
tor of Lakeview Community Church, a congregation of the 
RCA. Brittnee is nearing the completion of her Masters in 
Public Administration from SUNY-Brockport.

In his free time, Blaine likes to cook, bake bread, read, 
hike, cycle, and run. He also enjoys any free time he can get 
with his dogs, Reggie and Ollie.
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Church On The Hill

CHRISTMAS 2014
Sunday, December 7

Second Sunday in Advent
Service of Communion - 11:00 AM

Sunday, December 14
Third Sunday in Advent
Sunday School - 9:30 AM

White Christmas Service - 11:00 AM
Tableau of the Nativity of Christ

Presentation of the  
White Christmas Gifts

Friday, December 19
Blue Christmas Service - 7:30 PM

Refreshments following  
in the Music Room

Sunday, December 21
Fourth Sunday in Advent

Service of Worship - 11:00 AM

Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve

Candlelight Service - 8:00 PM
Wassail Hour - 9:00 PM

Thursday, December 25
Christmas Day

Service of Communion - 11:00 AM

mailto:thecoth2@gmail.com
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Timing 
A Christmas Message  

From The Reverend Thomas C. Goodhart 
The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of 

slowness, but is patient with you… 
 - 2 Peter 3:9a 

Timing, as they say, is everything. From the perfect deliv-
ery of a joke to the appropriate buying and selling of stocks, 
timing matters. Is it the same with God? What role does time 
play in matters of faith, in elements spiritual? It would seem, 
if we are to learn anything from the season of Advent, quite 
a bit.

Now, to be clear, God is certainly not contained or con-
strained by time; God is outside of it.  Still,  as part  of  the 
beauty and mystery of the workings of God, God employs 
creation—the heavens are telling the glory of God; and the 
firmament  proclaims  his  handiwork—in  a  larger  story  of 
redemption including you and me and even time itself. The 
Bible tells us “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent 
his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
children.”  (Galatians  4:4-5)  When the  fullness  of  time  had 
come, God took action intimately and personally. We cele-
brate that as the Incarnation. We celebrate that as Christmas.

But  before  we  jump  into  Christmas  we  must  first  get 
ready. And wait. Now I don’t know about you, but for my-
self, waiting doesn’t come easily. Unlike God, I am not pa-
tient. Often times, I actually tend to be rather tightly wound, 
very impatient, wanting what I want now, not later. I imag-
ine this  doesn’t  just  describe me.  Of humanity’s  gifts,  pa-
tience is probably not our strong suit. And this isn’t simply a 
quirky personality trait. At our best as people we seem im-
bued with hopes and longings, especially for things to be 
right,  to be fixed,  to be good.  How many times has your 
heart  yearned and thought  likewise as  the prophet  Isaiah 
does  (and  we  will  hear  about  on  the  First  Sunday  of 
Advent),  “O that  you would  tear  open  the  heavens  and  come 
down, so that the mountains would quake at your presence.” We 
want God to show up and do something! Like Martha in the 
gospel account of her brother Lazarus’s death, “Lord, if you 
had been here…”

Yet God is here. And Jesus has already hinted at earlier in 
the story, there is more going on here than we realize. There 
is something about resurrection. And not just one day in the 
future, but here and now, even in this life.

Which is why we have Advent. As we wait for God, God 
is already at work in our lives and in our world doing some-
thing  now.  The  author  and  theologian  Stanley  Hauerwas 
says, "Advent is the recovery of how to live in a world of 
impatience  as  a  patient  people."  Perhaps  God  is  indeed 
teaching all of us patience.

But I think there’s even more than just patience happen-
ing here.  I  think God is  wanting to grow something new 
within each of us. The incarnation begins not exactly at the 
birth of Christ, but honestly nine months before. Before God 
“shows up” there is growth and preparation somewhat out 
of view. Could God be doing something similar in my life? 
In yours? Mind you, not literally a baby(!),  but could this 
time still be a time pregnant with possibilities and growth?

In  the  month  ahead  it  will  be  easy  to  get  impatient, 
overwhelmed with so much to do, just busy with a schedule 
jam-packed.  But  I  want  to  encourage  you to  wait  and to 
wonder. To, at least on occasion, step aside from the racing 
around and stop, breath in and out deeply, and be open to 
the possibilities that God is  indeed growing something of 
God within you. Now is the time.

IN CHRIST’S GRACE AND PEACE, 
PASTOR TOM

The  Reverend  Thomas  C.  Goodhart  is  the  Pastor  of  Trinity 
Reformed Church of Brooklyn in Ridgewood, Queens. He has been 
appointed by the Classis of  Queens to serve as our Supervisor 
until we have a permanent minister in place. Pastor Tom will be 
leading our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.

Music Notes 
In her sermon guest Min-

ister, Rev. Cheri Kroon talked 
about  the  decline  in  church 
membership across the coun-
try.  The  Church  on  the  Hill 
has lost  some members over 
the years. Many people wor-
ry about who left the church.

I got to thinking, though, to me, it's not so much who left 
as who's left. Who is left at The Church on the Hill is a vi-
brant and dedicated membership. Right now this family of 
Christians is looking forward to a new dimension in wor-
ship and church life with a new pastor. I think this is most 
exciting, and pray that our congregation will be blessed be-
yond expectation in the years to come.

My sincere appreciation goes to the Reverend Douglas 
Estella for his guidance and leadership in our worship this 
year. Also, I am grateful for the Search Committee for their 
countless hours of work and commitment during this inter-
im period. I trust that the candidate they have proposed will 
be a blessing to all of us.

I  hope  to  see  many  of  you  during  the  Advent  and 
Christmas season. The choirs are hard at work preparing for 
our worship services. Take your faith seriously and worship 
with us each Sunday in December.

I wish for every one of you a blessed, healthy and happy 
holiday season.

ANDREW ANDELA
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Harvest Festival 
Our Harvest Festival on Nov. 15, was a huge success.

At this point , we want you to know the generous mer-
chants who donated gifts and certificates for the raffle.

I’m sure these merchants would be happy to see Church 
members  patronizing  their  stores.  Tell  them that  you  are 
from the Church on the Hill and thank them for their sup-
port!

Applebee’s–Bayside
Astoria Bank–Whitestone
Bagel Club–Cross Island Pkwy Bayside
Bagel Plus–Whitestone
Boca Tanning Club–Bayside
Carvel–Flushing (Francis Lewis Blvd)
Cascarino’s Pizzeria–Whitestone
Cascon Bakery–Whitestone
Creative Cuts–Fresh Meadows
Duck Walk Vineyards–Southold NY
Dunkin Donuts–Whitestone
Durso’s Pasta & Ravioli Co.–Flushing
Eddie’s Sweet Shop–Forest Hills
Fairway Market–Douglaston
Flushing Mini Food Market–Flushing
GTS Greg Thomas Salon–Flushing
Graziella Pizza–Bayside
Jack’s Pizza–Bayside
Jr’s Bagels–Bayside
Kay’s Nails–Bayside
Landmark Diner–Roslyn
Laurel Lake Vineyards–Laurel NY
Macari Vineyards–Mattituck NY
Marino Bros Supermarket–Flushing
Matese Pizzeria & Caterers–Flushing
Nail Place 4U–Bayside
Off Broadway Color & Hair Spa–Flushing
Omega Coffee Shop–Bayside
Osprey Dominion Vineyards–Peconic NY
Outback Steakhouse–Bayside
Parkside Restaurant–Corona
Pindar Vineyards–Peconic NY
Pizza Chef–Whitestone
Pizza Club–Flushing
Primo Amore Restaurante–Bayside
R & L Salon & Spa–Whitestone
Riviera Restaurante–Whitestone
Roanoke Vineyards–Riverhead NY
Roberts Bicycle–Bayside
Sophia’s Studio–Bayside
The Blvd Restaurant Bar & Lounge–Whitestone
The Old Field Vineyards–Southold NY
Utopia Bagels–Whitestone
Utopia Barbershop–Whitestone

Wedding 
Dr.  Jennifer  Hopper and Dr. 
Ian Rottenberg were married 
at Church on the Hill on Sat-
urday, November 8, 2014.
Jennifer  is  the  daughter  of 
Dorien  Day  and  Leonard 
Hopper  and grew up in  the 
church.  She  is  an  Assistant 
Professor  of  Political  Science 
at  Washington  College  in 
Chestertown,  Maryland.  She 
is  also  the  Youth Director  of 
the  church,  and  has  been  a 
mentor and friend to many of 

the young people who attend.
Ian  was  recently  called  by  Garden  City  Community 

Church as Teaching Pastor and Director of  the Center for 
Churches as Learning Communities. He will be ordained in 
early 2015.

The  wedding  ceremony  was  well  attended  by  church 
members,  family  and  friends.  Jen  and Ian  thank  all  who 
came to wish them well and also those who provided the 
many delicious treats for the reception in Gessner Hall fol-
lowing the ceremony.

The couple will reside in Flushing. We wish them joy and 
many good things to come as they continue their lives to-
gether!

Friday, December 19, 2014 At 7:30 PM 
Christmas can be a painful time for some. It may be the 

first Christmas without a beloved family member who has 
recently died; it may be a time that has always been difficult. 
The anguish of broken relationships,  the insecurity of un-
employment, the weariness of ill  health, the pain of isola-
tion–all these can make us feel very alone in the midst of the 
celebrating and spending. We need the space and time to 
acknowledge our sadness and concern;  we need to know 
that we are not alone. 

For these reasons, The Church on the Hill will offer a spe-
cial “Blue Christmas” Service on Friday, December 19, 2014, 
at 7:30 PM. Come out, and join with us in sharing and hearing 
prayers,  scripture,  and music that  acknowledge that God’s 
presence is for those who mourn, for those who struggle–and 
that God’s Word comes to shine light into our darkness. 

Everyone,  regardless  of  church background (or  lack of 
it), is welcome. The service will be followed by a time for 
light refreshments and fellowship. 
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Finance 
We are a third of the way into the new fiscal year and 

overall revenue is lower than projected but our expenses are 
also lower by a greater amount so we are managing to get 
by.  One  problem  area  is  Classical  and  Synodical  Assess-
ments  where  money  collected  is  much  less  than  what  is 
owed to our denomination.

This amount is over and above our pledges/estimates of 
giving and amounts to almost $100 per member per year. If 
you are unsure if you have paid your assessment for this 
year please see Barbara Hoe. If you are unsure of what this 
money is used for and would like to know more please see 
or contact me or Gary LiBert.

As  we  all  celebrate  Christmas  with  the  giving  and 
receiving of gifts, please also consider a gift to one of our 
special  funds.    This gift  can be either in honor of,  or in 
appreciation of someone special to you.  Your gift will do a 
great  deal  of  good for  Church on the Hill,  and it  is  tax 
deductible.  Thank you.

DORIS KRSNAK, FINANCE

Community Nursery School 
It  is  hard to believe that the holiday season is already 

here. Where has the year gone?
The  Nursery  and  Pre-K  students  gathered  together  in 

Gessner Hall to celebrate Thanksgiving. Each class prepared 
a special dish for the Thanksgiving Feast. Our menu includ-
ed mashed potatoes,  stuffing,  cornbread,  chicken nuggets 
and chocolate pudding.

The Church on the Hill Community Nursery School will 
be holding In-House Registration for the 2015-2016 school 
year on January 27, 2015. In-House Registration is for stu-
dents who are currently enrolled and their siblings.

Outside Registration will begin February 11, 2015, at 8:30 
AM. For additional information please contact the Nursery 
school office by email at reginacoth@gmail.com or by tele-
phone (718) 539-0732. Happy holidays!

REGINA SCHAFER

YPF Mission Fund 
In honor of  

Jen Hopper and Ian Rottenberg  
on the occasion of their wedding

by Buck and Judie Kellaway

Warwick Scholarship Fund 
In honor of  

Jen Hopper and Ian Rottenberg  
on the occasion of their wedding

by Anonymous Donor

Food For Kids Fund 
To support the  

Food for Kids Ministry
by Anonymous Donor

General Operating Fund 
In memory of his parents,  

Beth and Raymond Groll, Jr.
by Helen and Raymond Groll, III

Rose Garden Memorial Fund 
In memory of Ida Napoli

by Frank Napoli

Van Fund 
In appreciation of Jean and Gerry Mendler

by Helga Brenner-Khan

Memorial and Special Gifts 
COTH RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING DONATIONS IN NOVEMBER

Irma Matzke 12/19 ..........................................................................
M. Barbara Andrade 12/20 .............................................................
Kook Ryo 12/22 ..................................................................................
Sally Ann Castle 12/25 .....................................................................
Donna Serra 12/25 ............................................................................
(If you don't see your name, call the church office to update our records.)

December BirthdaysDecember Birthdays

Auction 2015 
Saturday, January 10, 2015
Viewing at 9 AM–Bidding begins at 10 AM
DONATIONS CAN BE DELIVERED  
TO THE CHURCH OFFICE  
OR YOU CAN ARRANGE FOR  
A PICKUP BY CALLING  
RAY DURNEY (718) 461-1947.

FINANCE

October Year to date Budgeted

Receipts $ 24,909.42     $ 96,492.90     $ 347,000.00   

Expenses $ 23,954.74     $ 90,334.53     $ 382,550.00   

Net $ 954.68          $ 6,158.37       

Church On The Hill Operating Account 
4 Months ended October 31, 2014
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Women’s Christian Circle 
Well, you did it again! You all worked hard, contributed 

much, extended yourselves fully, and the total result was a 
social and financially successful Harvest Festival.

Joe Krsnak and his Boy Scout “Troop One,” among many 
other chores, helped by buying and stacking the ice blocks for 
our frozen food department. To see our youth eager and will-
ing to help us older folks restores our hope and faith in the fu-
ture of our country.  Troop One is number one in our estimation.

To help the multitude of people entering the doors of our 
Festival, we thank Doris, Emerson and Mary Bow for mak-
ing the signs advertising, explaining, directing and mapping 
out  the  entire  working  space.  Who  knows,  without  their 
directions that day, people might have been  milling about 
St Andrews area, confused and unaware.

Back liniment for aching backs should be given in large 
packs to Richie and Steve Sarran for putting up 33 tables and 
thrice the amount of chairs on Thursday. Let us also mention 
the labor of taking down and storing them on Saturday.

In the frenzy and business of the Festival Day, who keeps 
us on an even keel? Who keeps our monies sorted and ac-
counted for and who collects and supplies us with change? 
Who gives us kind and encouraging words when needed, 
and yet, who can keep our raffle moving at a brisk and time-
ly basis? AND, who does this year after year?   Yes,  you 
guessed it, our wonderful Ray Durney.

At this moment we are preparing to sled into our gala 
Christmas luncheon on December 13, (Circle The Date). Think, 
holiday punch, surprise lunch, Christmas cake, and cookies 
brought in by you to share for all–and entertainment by the 
Sweet Adeline's  quartet.  It  all  sounds too good to be true, 
doesn’t it? Come and share it with a buddy!

Let the light of hope and love, which is christmas ,glow in your 
souls throughout the year.

NINA KNESE PROSCHEL 

Great News 
The  Harvest  Festival  on  November  15,  netted  around 

$6,000 but all the expenses are not in yet.  We want to thank 
all who contributed and those who shopped to make this 
fundraiser a huge success. 

Sunday School 
Here’s a brief  update on our mission projects  and up-

coming events, as our children continue to learn the mean-
ing of serving others.

Our Sunday School  Trick-or-Treaters  collected a  total  of 
$65.00 for UNICEF. These funds will be tripled this year by 
Google to be used for the present Ebola crisis in Africa. So 
this donation becomes $195.00!

Fifty-four shoebox gifts  for Operation Christmas Child 
were collected and sent on their way to the central ware-
house  where  they will  be  distributed to  children in  need 
around the world by Christian missionaries. Fifty-four more 
children  will  have  the  opportunity  to  receive  the  love  of  
Jesus  Christ  because  of  these  donations.  Additional 
monetary donations were received as well, which will bring 
that number even higher!

Our Sunday School families receive Advent materials for 
use at home to provide for time of devotions and the shar-
ing of the expectation of the birth of the Christ child. That 
wonderful story will be told by the students of the Sunday 
School  and our  choirs  at  our  White  Christmas  service  of 
worship on December 14, at 11:00 AM. They will present the 
Tableau of the Nativity of Christ, inspired by the Children 
and Worship story approach.

Looking ahead then to Epiphany on Sunday, January 4, 
2015, the Sunday School will host the fellowship hour after 
the 11:00 AM service, with King Cakes.

ARDEN BERON

Women's Homeless Shelter 
Home for the Holidays? 

What are you doing this Christmas season? Church fes-
tivities aside, you probably will be at your home, or a rela-
tive's  or  neighbor's,  sharing  a  meal  and good times.  Not 
everyone is so lucky. That's where we come in.

The 10 women that we serve at our Friday night Home-
less shelter, year round, right in Gessner Hall have no home 
to go to. They all had jobs and regular lives but after a wide 
variety of misfortunes they are homeless, with no families to 
support them. They receive some services from the Olivieri 
Center in NYC, but there are no beds. We open our doors 
and  hearts  with  the  warmth  of  fellowship,  a  wholesome 
meal, a few laughs, and provide a safe place to sleep/stay 
on a cold night.

It  is  very  gratifying  to  help  them,  and  it  takes  many 
hands to keep this program going. Do you like to cook, or 
go food shopping? We currently need some people to pro-
vide dinner on occasion. Are you cleaning out your closets? 

Our  ladies  can  always  use  some  seasonal  clothing  and 
shoes  in  great  condition.  They  also  really  appreciate  black 
socks, new underwear, sewing kits, dental floss and other toi-
letries. Volunteers are always welcomed, and training is pro-
vided. Newcomers are always paired with experienced volun-
teers. Donations are always appreciated to support this pro-
gram. Breakfast costs around $20, and dinner costs $40 to $50.

If  you  would  like  to  learn  more,  please  contact  me 
directly (917) 797-3031 and leave a message.

MAUREEN SAEPIA-CHEN
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Eye Examination 
By Appointment 

Optical Prescriptions Filled 
Contact Lenses Fitted 

(718) 359-7505 

Vincent’s  
Opticians 
33-37 Francis Lewis Blvd. 

Bayside, NY  11358

Depot FURNITURE LTD. 
MAKE YOUR HOME A HAVEN 
• LIVING ROOM 
• DINING ROOM 
• BEDROOM 
• HOME OFFICE 
• OUTDOOR

27-04 FRANCIS LEWIS BLVD., FLUSHING, NY  11358 

[P] (718) 358-6000 [WEB] ENERGIZEDREALTYGROUP.COM 

[F] (718) 353-4202 [EMAIL] GARY@ENERGIZEDREALTYGROUP.COM

Gary LiBert 
Broker | Owner

CHRISTIAN R. ZIMMER
D.D.S.

(718) 961-2274
35-05 161st Street

Flushing, NY  11358

MARINO BROTHERS SUPERMARKET 
“CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS” 

• FEATURING GOURMET ITALIAN SPECIALTY ITEMS • 
• DOMESTIC AND IMPORTED CHEESES • 

• BOAR’S HEAD COLD CUTS • 
• GIFTS AND FRUIT BASKETS • 

163-07 29TH AVENUE FLUSHING, NY  11358 
PHONE: (718) 539-4078 FAX: (718) 539-3518

LLOYD FUNERAL HOME
E S T .  1 9 3 4

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S
( 7 1 8 )  2 2 9 - 2 4 2 0

2 1 4 - 4 3  T H I R T Y - N I N T H  A V E N U E

B AY S I D E ,  N E W  Y O R K   11 3 6 1

J O H N  S .  P O S S E N R I E D E

1 9 4 5 - 2 0 0 2

Leo Brother’s Collision, Inc. 
Anthony & Ralph  (718) 885-4421    

Expert Collision & Painting 
Insurance Work & Estimates 
Oven Baked Paint Jobs 

NY Reg. #R7049034 
189-12 39th Avenue 
Flushing, NY  11358 

For 24-Hour Towing Only… Call (718) 461-7300

Providing Services to Our Families for over 100 years 
36-46 Bell Blvd. (718) 428-2210                         
Bayside, NY  11361
149-20 Northern Blvd. (718) 359-6300             
Flushing, NY  11354
10-25 150th Street (718) 359-1122                      
Whitestone, NY  11357

Our Services Provided in All Areas 
www.gleasonsfuneral.com gleasonfh@aol.com

A COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE FACILITY

 [P] 718 321-2701 123-11 19TH AVE.                         
 [F] 718 321-2702 COLLEGE POINT, NY 11356       

DANNY MAHER’S 
CLEARVIEW TIRE AND AUTO
YOUR ONE-STOP-COMPLETE 

AUTO SERVICE FACILITY!
FREE PICK-UP AND DELIVERY

CLEARVIEW AUTO

Darrin Schafer 
NYC Licensed Master Plumber 1345
NYC Licensed Master Fire Suppression Piping Contractor 779-B

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY  11385
Phone: (718) 850-0700 • Fax (718) 850-9485
eMail: darrin@jdmasters.com

• Planting • Gutter Cleaning                                                 
• Shrubs •Railroad Ties                                                          
• Tree Work • Friendly Service                                             

ARNOLDO’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

Free Estimates

Official Landscaper for Phone: (718) 463-7829                   
The Church On The Hill Cell: (917) 337-4062                     

Northern Floor Covering
Carpet - Tile - Linoleum - Laminate

Residential & Commercial

  JIM FRASER 171-50 Northern Blvd.             
Flushing, NY  11358                                            

Gemma Courtade Schiffman 
t: (718) 224-6667 • f: (718) 224-4473 

25-37 Francis Lewis Blvd. 
Flushing, NY  11358 

Reasonable Prices • 4th Generation Family Business

Frederick Funeral Home
(718) 357-6100             [fax] (718) 357-3506

Quinn-Fogarty Funeral Home
(718) 353-5166

192-15 Northern Boulevard
Flushing, NY  11358

This Firm is Owned by a Subsidiary of Service Corporation International
1929 Allen Parkway, Houston, TX  77019  (713) 525-5141

Dignity

Church  
On the Hill 

Bargain Boutique 
(Thrift Shop) 
OPEN THURSDAYS AND

SATURDAYS 10 AM - 1 PM

CLOTHING, BOOKS, 
KITCHENWARE 

TOYS, BRIC-A-BRAC;

YOU NAME IT, WE HAVE IT!

Tel (718) 358-4100
Fax (718) 358-9605

mailto:darrin@jdmasters.com
mailto:darrin@jdmasters.com

