
From The Pastor’s Desk 
Christ Is Risen!  

He Is Risen Indeed! 
Jesus’ resurrection marks the new creation 

that God is doing in the world. What happened 
on Easter day was the dawn of a new era for the 
world and for God’s people. After Jesus’ 
resurrection, he appeared to disciples and many others and continued his 
ministry from before–proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching his 
disciples about it. When the resurrected Jesus ascends into heaven, what 
does he leave behind? Will this resurrection, kingdom ministry continue? 

Theologian and missionary Lesslie Newbigin writes, “[ Jesus] 
does not bequeath to his posterity a body of teaching preserved in a 
book. He does not leave behind an ideal or a program. He leaves 
behind a community–the Church.” We might wish that Jesus left us 
a book with the essentials faith or a program guide instructing us 
what we need to do as a church. Instead, the resurrection of Jesus 
leaves a community in its wake. 

This community has received the gift of the Holy Spirit to lead and 
guide us, to challenge and comfort and convict us. Nevertheless, the task 
of discerning and following the Spirit is just as challenging as following 
Jesus. As you read the New Testament epistles, you see the struggles these 
early communities faced, not only in sharing the good news of Jesus but 
also the struggle of being community together. Relational strife and 
bickering complaints seem to pervade the early churches. They didn’t 
have a book to unite around at this point in their history. They didn’t 
have the 10 Marks of a Healthy and Growing Church Manual to guide 
their decisions. They had each other and God’s Spirit. 

In the sermons following Easter Sunday, I’ll be exploring what it 
means for us to be part of the community that Jesus left behind. We’ll 
be using 1 John as our guide. 1 John also provides us a glimpse of an 
early Christian community. The church of Jesus Christ is a distinct 
community with a distinct purpose. If we lose sight of who we are, 
what we are called to do, or how we’re taught to interact with one 
another, we neglect what Jesus has left behind to us–a people that 
would bear witness to his resurrection and kingdom. 

GRACE AND PEACE, BLAINE

Storytelling Project 
Know Your Story. Find Yourself In God’s. 
On June 2, Church on the Hill will be hosting a half-day retreat 

focused on the theme of storytelling. During the retreat, you will 
have the opportunity to learn to see your life as a story, to reflect on 
different parts of your story, and to share some of it with others. 
Led by Lesley Mazzotta, this retreat will help you better understand 
yourself and your story in light of who God has created you to be. 
This is also a great opportunity for you to learn and connect with 
others in the church. 

The retreat is free and lunch is provided but we ask that you 
register either by contacting the church office or by filling out the 
registration form on our website: <http://www.churchonthehill.org>. 
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Adult Sunday School 
Sundays, April 8, 15, 29  •  9:45-10:30 AM - Library 

Ripped from the Headlines: Integrating Your Faith with current events! 
Current Topic:  The Church’s Response to Mass Shoot ings.  

Led by seminary intern, Carlos Ri vera

7-Week Bible Study On 1 John 
Tuesdays, 7:30 PM–BEGINS APRIL 10 

Folensbee Lounge

Annual Congregational Meeting 
May 6, 2018 

After the worship service 
All are invited to attend this important meeting as we celebrate 

God’s work in and through the ministry of Church on the Hill. We 
will hear of God’s work in a variety of ministries, vote on new 
consistory members, and approve the annual budget.

http://www.churchonthehill.org
http://www.churchonthehill.org
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Music Notes 
I have just finished one of the most rewarding 
experiences of my musical life, Holy Week at 
Church on the Hill. The chancel choir sang their 
hearts out, and our visiting musicians did a 
wonderful job. Through both playing and 
singing, God was glorified this week. I am 

thrilled that we were able to continue the tradition of singing 
Theodore Dubois’s “Seven Last Words” on Good Friday. Also a 
special thanks to Patrick Mahowald for providing wonderful music 
at our Holy Thursday and Easter Sunrise services. 

I would also like to highlight a wonderful concert we had last 
month on March 17. Our former rehearsal pianist, Tamara Kim, 
gave a wonderful concert with some of her vocalist friends. They 
raised money for a wonderful cause (St. Mary’s Kids) and added 
such a wonderful new dimension to our concert series. A special 
thanks to Emerson Chen for organizing this. I think I speak for all 
of us when I say they are welcome back anytime! 

SEAN COTTY

Digital Newsletter 
This fall, Church on the Hill will be shifting to a newsletter that 

is primarily digital.  
For those receiving the Beacon via email, little will change. For 

recipients of hardcopies of the newsletter, you will no longer receive 
them via mail. Hard copies will be available in the church office and 
in the sanctuary.  

The shift to a digital format will provide the church more 
flexibility in the frequency and formatting of the Beacon.  

The May and June Beacons will be distributed as they have been 
in the past. If you wish to receive an electronic copy of future 
Beacons, please give the church office your email address.  
Send it to <office@churchonthehill.org>. 

Gessner Hall  
Renovation Update 
The Buildings and Grounds Committee 
has met to review design and building 
sketches from the architect and have 
offered another round of feedback. The 
hope is that construction will begin 

following July 4. 
In preparation for the renovation project, all ministries and 

groups that use the storage in and around Gessner Hall, including 
the kitchen, will need to relocate it for the duration of the project. 
Please consult with the church sexton, Irving Maye, and Rev. 
Crawford before relocating your items to another place in the 
church building. All items must be moved by June 30. 

Community Nursery School 
The students have been very busy celebrating Dr. Seuss Month. 

They prepared Green Eggs and Ham and voted on if they liked it, 
Sam I am. The nursery school students made cookies that looked 
like green eggs. The cookies were a huge success! 

We would like to thank all of our guest readers who came to 
school to read their child's favorite book. The children enjoyed 
having special guests each day! 

The Community Nursery School is holding Registration for the 
2018-2019 school year. For information please Regina Schafer 

<reginacoth@gmail.com> or (718) 539-0732. 
REGINA SCHAFER

Women’s Christian Circle 

After a long hard winter we will have our first WCC meeting 
on April 18, 2018 in Gessner Hall at 1:00 PM! Our delicious lunch 
will be catered by Marino Brothers and the Sweet Adeline Chorus 
will perform for us with the blending of their melodious tones. 
Contact us as soon as possible if you wish to bring a friend to share 
with us in this lovely program. 

We again thank Sue Nicholas, Adriene Toy, and Gary LiBert 
and his “army” for making our Communion Breakfast so special. It 
is always so heartwarming to see several generations of families 
come together in one spirit of love. 

We have an amazing story to tell you at our May 19, meeting. It 
is the story of bees, bee keeping in our neighborhood and how it 
deeply interacts with our lives. Bees are an intricate part of our 
agricultural existence and important to the procreation of our crops. 
Aside from this critical aspect of them they are also an amazing 
study of behavior, community structure, and work ethics. Come 
meet Barbara and Tom Wilk and learn about their bee keeping in 
Ridgewood Queens on May 19. You may want to contact friends 
and young adults who may want to write a thesis or start their own 
bee keeping endeavor. 

We soon hope to present you with our Lagniappe (a small gift 
given to a customer by a merchant at the time of a purchase) for the 
June luncheon. It is not written in stone but it is likely that the 
restaurant will be at a lovely marina overlooking the Port 
Washington Sound. Reservations are a must, so stay tuned. As 
usual, all are invited, meaning men, women and friends. 

NINA KNESE PROSCHEL
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“What lies behind us 

and what lies ahead of us  

are tiny matters compared to  

what lies within us” 

RALPH WALDO EMERSON
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Financial Influence 
In Luke chapter 16, Jesus tells his disciples a parable of a rich man 

and his manager. The rich man represents God and the manager 
represents each of us who have been given resources to manage during 
this life. Because the manager doesn’t do a good job at managing what 
has been entrusted to him he fears that all that he has will be taken 
from him. To secure a better future for himself he calls all the 
merchants who owe his master money and he begins to cut deals with 
them to settle their debts for less than was actually owed. 

By cutting side deals this manager has reduced the debt of those 
who owed his master and instead he has indebted them to himself.  
He did this so that when his master removes him from managing 
his affairs the servant can turn to those merchants and assure 
himself of a place to live. The parable goes on to make two 
important statements that are shocking at face value. Verse 8 says 
that when the rich man (who represents God) finds out what the 
manager did he “commended” him! Secondly the rich man makes 
the statement, “for the people of this world are more shrewd in 
dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light!” 

These are amazing statements! Can one act without integrity 
with what God has provided and be commended? How is it that 
God can possible say that the people of this world are more shrewd 
(one version says wiser) that the children of light? 

The answers are found in an understanding of financial 
influence.  

When the rich man of Luke 16 commends his dishonest 
manager for being shrewd his comment was in response to the 
manager’s understanding of financial influence not the immoral 
motivation that prompted the manager’s actions. The word shrewd 
is sometimes translated as “wise” and means to “act shrewdly, as 
defined by one’s own inner perspective.” 

If it weren’t that it is Jesus saying these words we would be 
tempted to dismiss this parable and miss the truth of what he is 
teaching. The fact is the people of this world do have an “inner 
perspective” of finances and possessions which is often different 
than Christian people. The shrewd of the world know that money 
isn’t just money–it is influence. The phrases “one hand washes the 
other,” or “I’ll do for you–if you do for me,” are common. Do we 
think of finances and possessions merely in terms of how much we 
have instead of what we can do with them? 

What perspective then should we live with? Jesus covers it in 
verse 19: 

“I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so 
that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal 
dwellings.” (Luke 19:9 NIV) 

The greatest use of the finances and possessions is to manage it 
through an eternal perspective. If we do this, we’ll understand the 
lesson of this parable that all we own will eventually be gone and 
that only the lives that we influence in this life through our 
generous giving will last. 

SEMINARY INTERN, CARLOS RIVERA

February YTD Budgeted

Revenue $	 24,510 $	 212,427 $	 189,667

Investment Income $	 8,000 $	 64,561 $	 64,000

Total Revenue $	 32,510 $	 276,988 $	 253,667

Expenses $	 29,296 $	 273,583 $	 267,367

Net $	 3,214 $	 3,405

Finance 
Operating Account For 8 Months Ending 2/28/18

Food For Kids Fund 
In memory of Harvey Moder

by Mary Moder
In memory of Judie Kellaway

by Buck Kellaway
To support the Food for Kids Ministry

by An Anonymous Donor 
Music Fund 

In honor of Rhoda Jabbour
by Brittnee and Blaine Crawford

Memorial And Special Gifts 
COTH Received These Donations In March 2018
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If it weren’t that it is Jesus saying these words…

International Women’s Day 2018

This was taken at the One World Girl dinner and fundraiser  
with other RCA women and girls.

Collective action and shared responsibility for driving 
gender parity is what makes International Women's Day 
successful. Gloria Steinem, world-renowned feminist, 
journalist and activist once explained "The story of 
women's struggle for equality belongs to no single feminist 
nor to any one organization but to the collective efforts of 
all who care about human rights.”

https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/herersquos-to-the-memory-of-gloria-steinem-and-the-other-women-who-struggled-for-equality/
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