
From The Pastor’s Desk 
I was 19 years old. I had just returned to 

the dormitory after my first Ash Wednesday 
service and immediately rushed to the 
bathroom. It was there that I scrubbed off the 
ashes on my forehead quicker than they were 
crossed onto me. Looking back, I’m not 
completely certain why I washed them off. I may have been 
concerned with others on campus seeing the black ashes smeared 
on my forehead. I may have been uneasy with it as it seemed a little 
too Roman Catholic to me at the time. Though now as I look back, 
I wonder if I was haunted by the words accompanying the sign: 
“Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return.” 

As a freshman in college, I thought very little about death or my 
own mortality. My whole life was ahead of me. I was in the best 
shape of my life. I was surrounded by friends, engaged in learning in 
a liberal arts college, and enjoying the freedom that college offers. I 
felt invincible. And when you feel invincible, when you feel like 
there’s nothing that can harm you or even touch you, the last thing 
you want to hear is “Remember that you are dust and to dust you 
shall return.” But maybe, it’s the very thing I needed to hear. 

Ever since that first Ash Wednesday service, I have attended a 
service annually to receive the ashes on my forehead in the sign of 
the cross. And I haven’t once immediately washed them off after the 
service. Instead, I’ve come to recognize that reflecting on death is 
not a morbid endeavor, but instead a humbling and necessary one. 
It reminds me I’m only human and that I have limitations. It 
reminds me that I’m not going to live forever and thus can’t do 
everything I thought I would when I was young. It prods me to 
think about not only what’s worth dying for, but also what’s worth 
living for. It strips me of my illusions of myself, refocuses my 
priorities in life, and impels me to live by the grace of Jesus. 

The ashes are not only about our mortality but also a sign of 
Christ’s immortality. For the ashes aren’t haphazardly smeared on 
our foreheads, they are marked in two strokes in the sign of the 
cross of Jesus–the sign of Christ’s victory over death. So as we enter 
the season of Lent together on Ash Wednesday, may we not only 

see the sign of our own mortality in the ashes but may we also see 
the sign of God’s love in the shape of the cross. 

GRACE AND PEACE, PASTOR BLAINE

Guest Preacher 
March 26 

On Sunday, March 26, the Rev. Megan Hodgin will be our guest 
preacher. Megan currently serves as the Coordinator for Global 
Mission Church Engagement for the Reformed Church in America. 
During coffee hour, Megan will be sharing more about the work of the 
Global Mission team of the RCA. Don't miss this great opportunity to 
learn more about the work of the RCA around the world! 

Communion 
To Home-Bound Members 

Pastor Blaine and an elder will make communion visits to our 
home-bound members during Lent. Please contact the Pastor or 
the church office if you or someone you know would like to receive 
communion. 

Lenten Bible Study 
During Lent, the Tuesday night Bible study group will be 

reading The Sign and the Sacrifice by Rowan Williams. 
Join us for this engaging study on the significance of the 

crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. Books are available for $5 or 
you can purchase the book on your own. Please let Pastor Blaine 
know if you need a copy of the book.
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ASH WEDNESDAY
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Service of Communion 8:00 PM
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Church Register 
Death 

Judith Kellaway died on January 26, 2017, at Long Island 
Jewish Medical Center in New Hyde Park, NY. Judie joined 
COTH on June 30, 2002. A memorial service was held on 
February 18, and officiated by Pastor Blaine. We offer our 
condolences to her husband, Bernard (Buck) Kellaway. 

Women's Communion Breakfast 
Women are invited to attend the annual communion breakfast. 

This year’s speaker is the Reverend Amy Nyland.  
Rev. Amy Nyland currently serves as the Executive Minister for 

the Regional Synod of New York. Prior to this position, she served as 
pastor to The Reformed Church of Cortlandtown in Montrose, NY, 
and as Associate Pastor for Alto Reformed Church in Waupun, WI. 
She is a graduate of Western Theological Seminary and San Jose 
State University. Rev. Nyland has three sons: Justin (24) who is 
married and lives with his wife and daughter in Wisconsin; Joshua 
(21) who will graduate from Hope College in May; and Joseph (20) 
who is a soldier and mechanic in the United States Army. 

Women’s Christian Circle (WCC) 
WHEW! We weathered the last few tumultuous months, 

mostly unscathed, and now are looking towards more peaceful, calm 
and productive months ahead. 

Our Women’s Communion breakfast will be held in Gessner 
Hall on Sunday April 2, and all women and their daughters are 
welcome. We welcome and invite all new comers, especially the 
women from the Messiah Lutheran Church who have been 
attending our services since the closure of their beloved church. 

Sue Nicholas is chairing and working the service with Pastor 
Blaine. We are proud to announce that our guest speaker will be the 
Executive Minister of the Regional Synod of New York, Rev. Amy 
Nyland. Gary and his army of men will once again be our chefs 
extraordinaire for which we are forever grateful. Reservations will be 
accepted by Adriene Toy at the back of the church the three Sundays 
preceding the breakfast. Inserts will be in the Sunday bulletins. You 
can also call the church office. 

On May 20, at our WCC meeting we will have the pleasure of living 
vicariously through Lesley Mazzotta and Marion Durney, as they tell us 
about the country of Oman through their eyes and experiences. Bring a 
friend and enjoy lunch and a most interesting program. 

On January 26, a light suddenly and unexpectedly was 
extinguished from our lives. Judie Kellaway filled our hearts as a 
sister, a friend, a companion. Her quick smile, willingness to serve, 
eager to please, a missionary at heart, were the badges she wore 
lightly and unobtrusively. She touched our lives and entered our 
souls. We love you and we miss you, Judie. May the angels lift you 
and surround you and cushion you with their wings.  

NINA KNESE PROSCHEL

Beacon Of Pluralism 
On January 30, a number of members from Church 
on the Hill attended the Beacon of Pluralism event at 
the Quaker Meetinghouse in Flushing. Organized by 
two local residents, the event brought together 
members of Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Sikh, 

Buddhist, and Hindu communities to celebrate religious freedom, 
which was chartered in the Flushing Remonstrance signed in 1657. 
In the picture, Annabelle receives the candle, which was given to each 
faith community, on behalf of Church on the Hill.
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COTH Consistory:  MINISTER AND PRESIDENT, REV. BLAINE D. CRAWFORD; VICE PRESIDENT, MARION KOPKO 
ELDERS:  MARION KOPKO • DORIS KRSNAK • PAMELA LOPEZ • GERRY MENDLER • SARAH WHITE 

DEACONS:  KRYSTAL ANDALUZ • EMERSON CHEN • JAYNE HALLEY • GINA LOMBARDO • IRMA SCHUBERT • CONNIE THORSEN

If you do not see your name, please call the church office  
and we will update our records.

January YTD  
(7 Months)

Budgeted

Revenue $	 29,221 $	 162,877 $	 161,000

Investment Income $	 10,000 $	 97,074 $	 56,000

Total Revenue $	 39,221 $	 259,951 $	 217,000

Expenses $	 37,785 $	 254,867 $	 240,681

Net $	 1,436 $	 5,084 $	 (23,681)

Finance 
Church On The Hill Operating Account, As Of January 31, 2016

March BirthdaysMarch Birthdays

Cathy Cortez 3/4-----------
Stephanie Parker 3/4------
Angela Brunjes 3/10-------

Edith Norton 3/16---------
Rick Mark 3/21-----------
Irving Maye 3/24----------

Communion
Sunday, April 2, 2017

9:30 AM–Breakfast
11:00 AM Worship Service

Guest speaker: Rev. Amy Nyland, Regional Synod of New York.

In March, we are decreasing the monthly amount we take 
from our endowment fund from $10,000 to $8,000. 

We received the official announcement that the annual amount 
for Synodical and Classical Assessments is $110.00. For this 
calendar year, the first pink assessment envelope is in March. If you 
cannot contribute the full amount please give whatever you can.



Food For Kids Fund 

In memory of her husband, Harvey Moder
by Mary Moder

In memory of Judith Kellaway
by Laura Agasian
The Aiello Family

Angela and Don Brunjes
Ginny and Hong Chan and Family

Jayne Halley
Barbara and Bob Hoe

Irma Karle
Lesley Mazzotta

Hank Smith and Family
Carol Stark

Rev. Liz Testa
Adriene and Bill Toy

Joan Wagner
Joan and Mel Werbel

Women's Christian Circle
and (2) Anonymous Donors

General Operating Fund 

In memory of Judith Kellaway
by Marion and Ray Durney

In memory of Hildegard Schroter
by Ilse Albers

Bill and Roberta Hafker
Robert Schroter
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Memorial And Special Gifts 
COTH Received The Following Donations  

In February, 2017

Thursday Evening Prayer Group 
Thursdays, 6-7 PM, Folensbee Lounge

Easter Flowers 
On Easter Sunday, April  16,  2017,  the Church On the Hill  Sanctuary will  be decorated with beautiful 
spring flowers. To cover this expense, donations will be accepted. Following the Easter service, the flowers 
will be planted on the church grounds or distributed to shut-ins.  
(All donations must be received no later than March 31, 2017, to appear in the Easter bulletin.)

To help beautify our Sanctuary for Easter, please accept my donation in the amount of $ ________________________________

Given by _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Fill in name(s) as you wish them to appear in the Easter Sunday bulletin.)

(check one)
      In memory of:            In appreciation of: ________________________________________________________________________

The Church on the Hill Sunday School has been a member of 
the national organization, "Souper Bowl of Caring", since 2010. 
Our monetary donations to a local soup kitchen now total $3,900; 
and to the emergency food pantry, a total of 1,300 food items.

RCA Lenten Video Devotions 
The RCA is offering a video devotional for the season of 

Lent. You can sign up to receive them via email at <https://
www.rca.org/resources/lent-devotions>. Pastor Blaine offers one 
of the devotions in the series. 

“Rooted” is a video devotional series intended to help you 
seek God’s face this Lent. Each short video explores a piece of 
our rootedness in Christ: “They are like trees planted by streams 
of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do 
not wither. In all that they do, they prosper” (Psalm 1:3). The 
videos were created by RCA women and men in partnership 
with Women’s Transformation and Leadership.

https://www.rca.org/resources/lent-devotions
https://www.rca.org/resources/lent-devotions
https://www.rca.org/resources/lent-devotions
https://www.rca.org/resources/lent-devotions
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Food For Kids 5th Anniversary!

Each sack each week contains:   
▪ 1 lb. brown rice 
▪ 1 can beans (red or black) 
▪ 2 cans vegetables 
▪ 1 can fruit 
▪ 1 lb. box pasta 
▪ 1 can pasta sauce 

▪ 1 box macaroni and cheese 
▪ 1 box cereal (family size) 
▪ 1 jar (plastic) peanut butter 
▪ 1 jar (plastic) jelly 
▪ 1 loaf bread 
Whole grains, organic, low sodium and low sugar 

foods are preferred.

The COTH Food for Kids Ministry has faithfully provided 
sacks of groceries every Friday to food insecure families in 
southeast Queens since March 2012. Thanks to generous 
donations of food and funds, the number of sacks was 
increased to 15 in 2015, allowing us to serve even more hungry 
children.  

Steve Jacoby, a teacher at Bayside High School, recently 
wrote a successful grant application that has allocated $1,000 
towards Food for Kids as a service project for Bayside High 
School students. The project brought Steve and 10 students to 
COTH to deliver, sort, and pack 60 sacks of groceries covering 
four weeks of delivery. Judy Knese was instrumental in 
working to bring about this collaboration, enabling high school 
students to both learn about food insecurity in our borough 
and work directly to address it. We express our deepest thanks 
to Bayside High School for their support of this important 
outreach. 

We mourn the loss of Judie Kellaway, a passionate and 
devoted member of the Food for Kids ministry team. Judie and 
Buck were among the founding members of this ministry. They 
were the liaisons between the high school and COTH. We 
would like to honor Judie’s memory by insuring the 
continuation of the Food for Kids ministry, and by dedicating 

the completion of this year’s commitment to her. In lieu of 
flowers, Buck has requested that donations be made to Food 
for Kids in Judie’s memory. 

The FFK team: Sally Ann Castle, Rhoda Jabbour, Buck 
Kellaway, Judy Knese, and Yoon Ryo, thanks you for your 
continued support of this ministry. Donations of the sack 
items as well as cash donations will be received gratefully. If 
you would like more information or to join the FFK team 
(shoppers are needed), please speak to a team member. To 
maintain uniformity in the sacks for different families each 
week, please donate only the items as listed. Thank you!! 

Food insecurity is defined as limited or uncertain access to 
enough nutritious food for all household members to lead an 
active and healthy life. Child food insecurity is largely being 
addressed in New York City through the School Breakfast and 
Lunch programs. What happens to these children on the 
weekends and whenever school is not in session? 

FFK provides 15 sacks of groceries weekly to an 
elementary school in southeast Queens of 700 students - 
including neighborhood, shelter, and homeless children. Four 
families-very low food security, receive sacks weekly; thirty 
families selected by the school principal receive the sacks on a 
rotating basis. Parents rely on this outreach.

“I will never forget the day when ... [I] asked about the 
bags of food...in our lobby. I was told a Blessing was sent to 
our school each week and was given to families in need by this 
special church”. – ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL  

Find out how much God has given you and from it take 
what you need; the remainder is needed by others. 

 – Saint Augustine  
When people were hungry, Jesus didn't say, "Now is that 

political, or social?" He said, "I feed you." Because the good 
news to a hungry person is bread. – Desmond Tutu 

“It wasn’t my turn to eat breakfast this morning.” 
 – a U. S. child 

If all 36 million Americans faced with food insecurity stood 
in line at a food pantry in New York City, the line would stretch 
to Los Angeles and back twice. 

Presbyterian Hunger Program, Just Eating? Practicing Our Faith at the 
Table: Leaders Guide for Group Study, 2005. 44



This gathering will be the kick-off for a series of celebratory events 
throughout the year in honor of COTH’s 90th anniversary.  

All are welcome, whether it is your first month at COTH or your fifth 
decade. 

Through sharing our stories with one another, we will celebrate the 
significant ministries, and outreach of COTH throughout the years. 
By coming together, we will remember the legacy of the past 90 
years as we together envision COTH’s next 90. 

Please bring any mementos (photos, bulletins, etc.) from special 
COTH occasions and we’ll share them in a timeline on display in 
Gessner Hall. 

A light lunch will be served. • Child care will be available.
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RSVP by March 5th 
to Sally Ann Castle at  
s.castle@verizon.net  

or  
(718)  479-4480

You’re invited to

90 Years Of Church On The Hill 
Celebrating Our Legacy, 
Envisioning Our Future 

March 12, 2017 

Immediately following the service of worship

mailto:s.castle@verizon.net
mailto:s.castle@verizon.net


Depot FURNITURE LTD. 
MAKE YOUR HOME A HAVEN 
• LIVING ROOM 
• DINING ROOM 
• BEDROOM 
• HOME OFFICE 
• OUTDOOR

27-04 FRANCIS LEWIS BLVD., FLUSHING, NY  11358 

[P] (718) 353-6001 [WEB] ENERGIZEDREALTYGROUP.COM 

[F] (718) 353-4202 [EMAIL] GARY@ENERGIZEDREALTYGROUP.COM

Gary LiBert 
Broker | Owner

CHRISTIAN R. ZIMMER
D.D.S.

(718) 961-2274
35-05 161st Street

Flushing, NY  11358

MARINO BROTHERS SUPERMARKET 
“CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS” 

• FEATURING GOURMET ITALIAN SPECIALTY ITEMS • 
• DOMESTIC AND IMPORTED CHEESES • 

• BOAR’S HEAD COLD CUTS • 
• GIFTS AND FRUIT BASKETS • 

163-07 29TH AVENUE FLUSHING, NY  11358 

PHONE: (718) 539-4078 FAX: (718) 539-3518

LLOYD FUNERAL HOME
E S T . 1 9 3 4  

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S  
( 7 1 8 )  2 2 9 - 2 4 2 0  

2 1 4 - 4 3  T H I R T Y - N I N T H  A V E N U E  
B AY S I D E , N E W  Y O R K   1 1 3 6 1  

J O H N  S. P O S S E N R I E D E  
1 9 4 5 - 2 0 0 2

Providing Services to Our Families for over 100 years 
36-46 Bell Blvd. (718) 428-2210 
Bayside, NY  11361 
149-20 Northern Blvd. (718) 359-6300 
Flushing, NY  11354 
10-25 150th Street (718) 359-1122 
Whitestone, NY  11357 

Our Services Provided in All Areas 
www.gleasonsfuneral.com gleasonfh@aol.com

A COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE FACILITY 
 [P] 718 321-2701 123-11 18TH AVE. 
 [F] 718 321-2702 COLLEGE POINT, NY 11356 

DANNY MAHER’S  
CLEARVIEW TIRE AND AUTO 
YOUR ONE-STOP-COMPLETE  

AUTO SERVICE FACILITY! 
FREE PICK-UP AND DELIVERY

CLEARVIEW AUTO

Darrin Schafer 
NYC Licensed Master Plumber 1345 
NYC Licensed Master Fire Suppression Piping Contractor 779-B 

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY  11385 
Phone: (718) 850-0700 • Fax (718) 850-9485 
eMail: darrin@jdmasters.com

• Planting • Gutter Cleaning 
• Shrubs •Railroad Ties 
• Tree Work • Friendly Service 

ARNOLDO’S 
Tree Service & Landscaping 

Free Estimates 

Official Landscaper for Phone: (718) 463-7829 
The Church On The Hill Cell: (917) 337-4062

Northern Floor Covering 
Carpet - Tile - Linoleum - Laminate 

Residential & Commercial 

  JIM FRASER 171-50 Northern Blvd. 
 Flushing, NY  11358

Gemma Courtade Schiffman 
t: (718) 224-6667 • f: (718) 224-4473 

25-37 Francis Lewis Blvd. 
Flushing, NY  11358 

Reasonable Prices • 4th Generation Family Business

Cipriani Electric Inc. 

Licensed Electrical Contractor 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Mario R. Cipriani 
150-16 14th Avenue 
Whitestone, NY 11357 
(718) 767-2928 

220 Services • Wiring for Air Conditioning • 

Heating • Intercoms • New Homes • Renovations • 

Violations Removed

Arthur DiBiase 
MASON CONTRACTOR 

H.I.C. LIC.#808097  
CEMENT WORK, BRICK WORK, ETC. 

(718) 767-0072 

154-36 12TH AVE 
WHITESTONE, NY 11357

Tel (718) 358-4100
Fax (718) 358-9605

Leo Brother’s Collision, Inc. 
Anthony & Ralph  (718) 886-4421 

FAX: (718) 353-8161 
Expert Collision & Painting 
Insurance Work & Estimates 
Oven Bake Paint Jobs 

email: leobrothers@verizon.net NY Reg. #R7075194 
189-12 39th Avenue 
Flushing, NY  11358 

For 24-Hour Towing Only… Call (888) MGM-TOWS

B.J. Laura & Son 
Overhead Garage 

Doors and Operators 

• service • repair • sales 

NYC & NYS Women’s 
Business enterprise 

Doris C. Krsnak 
President 

(718) 961-9841 
45-58 162nd Street 
Flushing, NY  11358 

dck@bjlaura.com 
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