
From The Pastor’s Desk 
This summer, I attended the Lesslie 

Newbigin Summer Institute at Cambridge 
University in the U.K. The conference 
discussed the life, ministry, and writings of 
Lesslie Newbigin, who was a Presbyterian 
missionary to South India before returning to 
England where he served a church in the last phase of his ministry. 
We listened to lectures on a variety of topics, many of which were 
quite stimulating and engaging.  

But one stands out above the rest and was, as they say, worth the 
price of admission. The last lecture of the conference was delivered 
by Rev. Dr. Rowan Williams, the former Archbishop of Canterbury. 

In the lecture, Williams makes the basic claim that the church is 
about life (that is, the fullness of life offered to us and to the world 
through Jesus). If the church is about life, Williams suggested that 
the church then needs to be concerned with the conditions for life. 
Or, to use his words, “The church is a habitat for humanity.” It was 
one of those moments that was both immensely profound and 
immensely simple. You should have seen all the heads nodding in 
agreement. The church is a habitat for humanity. He went on to say 
that a habitat is where we know we live, where we can return to eat, 
and where we can invite others. Habitats are incubators of life and 
they are our homes. As a habitat for humanity, the church serves as a 
home for many of us as well as a family (especially in our age of 
displacement and estrangement). The church is a place where we eat 
and are nourished by the grace of Jesus in the bread and the cup. And 
also, the church is the place where we can invite others believing that 
just as we have received life in this habitat, so too will others. 

I love this idea that the church is a habitat for humanity. May it 
be always be true of Church on the Hill. 

GRACE AND PEACE, PASTOR BLAINE
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2017 
9:30 AM–SUNDAY SCHOOL 

CLASSES RESUME 
11:00 AM–SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

12 NOON–CHURCH BBQ 
JOIN US AS WE KICK-OFF ANOTHER PROGRAM YEAR.

begins Tuesday, September 12 
Folensbee Lounge 7:30 PM

Dear COTH, 
I have been blessed to meet and get to know so many lovely New Yorkers this summer. I enjoyed hearing your excitement about your city, love for COTH and unexpected generosity (I have certainly been spoiled). I mentioned the gift of encouragement a couple of times in my sermons, and I believe COTH as a whole exudes this gift, but its breadth is much wider than the encouraging comments I have received. Your hospitality and spirit of acceptance has given me ample breathing room and allowed me the freedom to spread my wings, experiment and grow. I will remember COTH as being a spacious and fruitful place, with a church family committed to fostering that life giving environment. COTH has helped me in discerning and fine tuning my skills and focus of ministry. I have learned a lot, not only about Flushing and Manhattan but about myself through you. I am looking forward to the next steps of growth that this internship and your support has prepared me for and wish you all many bright, God-breathed days ahead. 

PEACE BE WITH YOU,
LAUREL PALS

http://www.churchonthehill.org
http://www.churchonthehill.org


New Music Director 
We welcome Sean Cotty as Music Director at 
Church on the Hill. Sean is completing a 
masters degree in piano performance at Queens 
College. Formerly, he attended Ithaca College 
where he studied both piano performance and 
music education. He currently studies organ 
privately with organist Frank Crosio. 
Sean has left his Music Director position at Curé 
of Ars Church but will continue to play organ at 

St. Agnes Cathedral on weekdays for the Mass that is televised on 
Telecare, and Adelphi University, for their weekly campus Mass. 

Sean currently resides in Sunnyside, Queens. His non-musical 
interest include traveling, history, movies, and soccer.  

Music Notes 
I am humbled to have been chosen as your new Director of 

Music here at Church on the Hill. The search committee put in a 
great deal of work and they deserve a lot of gratitude for all of the 
effort and care that they placed in the selection process. I am thrilled 
to be joining a church that takes its music program so seriously. 

Singing at a worship service is a form of prayer. I feel it is my 
responsibility to enhance and encourage that singing in any way 
possible. Whether I am working with the choir on anthems or 
accompanying a hymn on the organ, my top goal is to encourage this 
sung prayer. Ministering through music can be very powerful, and it 
brings me great joy when I help people worship through music. 

Though I am young (26), I am committed to taking this position 
seriously. I know I was preceded by a wonderful music director in Mr. 
Andela who, for several decades, ran a very successful music program. 
It is important to me that the traditions the congregation liked from 
these years continue in the future. In addition, I am committed to 
making any changes or introducing new ideas that the congregation 
would like. I am open to any and all input, so feel free to talk to me! 

Personally, I am committed to my own professional development. 
I am studying both piano and organ privately, and I am completing a 
master’s degree at Queens College. I have a great love for music, and 
I am interested in always refining my skills. 

Thank you for welcoming me so warmly. This has made my 
transition into the position very easy. We will have many great years 
together, and I look forward to serving you. 

SEAN COTTY

Thank You From Dorothy Heckel 
On behalf of Dorothy Heckel I would like to thank everyone 

for your cards, notes, donations, gifts and well wishes in honor of 
her 100th birthday. June 25, was a very special day for her and she 
enjoyed the birthday celebration.  

She misses coming to church and seeing all of you . Thank you 
for your love and caring.                         DORIS KRSNAK AND FAMILY 

Church Register 
Baptisms 

Alexa and Juniper Chan, daughters of 
Michael and Laurie Chan were baptized on 
June 18, 2017. Lexy and Junie were born on 
July 29, 2013, at North Shore University 
Hospital in Manhasset, 
NY. 

Zachary Perlman, son of Franchesca and 
Louis Perlman, was baptized on June 25, 2017. 
Zachary was born on June 25, 2016, at North 
Shore University Hospital in Manhasset, NY.  

Deaths 
Ruth Smith Bailey, age 98, died on April 25, 2017, at Ozanam 

Hall of Nursing in Bayside, NY, where she was a resident for 
sixteen years. Ruth joined the church on March 23, 1967. We offer 
our condolences to her children, Elizabeth Bryant, Donald Bailey 
and Carol Bailey. 

Charles H. Stagg, Jr., age 98, died on April 30, 2017, at his 
home in Florence, Vermont. Charles was confirmed in COTH on 
April 2, 1937, and married Beatrice Nuovo on May 10, 1952, in our 
sanctuary. We offer our condolences to his wife, Bea, sons, Charles, 
Donald and Brian and their families. 

Community Nursery School 
Welcome to the Church on the Hill Community Nursery 

School. We are looking forward to an exciting school year. 
Our school offers programs for children, ages 2-5. If you would 

like information about our school, please email me at 
<reginacoth@gmail.com> or call (718) 539-0732. 

REGINA SCHAFER, DIRECTOR
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COTH Consistory:  MINISTER AND PRESIDENT, REV. BLAINE D. CRAWFORD 
ELDERS:  PAMELA LOPEZ • JOSEPH MACALUSO • GERRY MENDLER • JEANNE SARRAN • SARAH WHITE 
DEACONS:  KRYSTAL ANDALUZ • EMERSON CHEN • GINA LOMBARDO • YOON RYO • IRMA SCHUBERT

BARGAIN BOUTIQUE THRIFT SHOP 
Will re-open on Thursday, September 14. 

Clothing, Books, Kitchenware,Toys, Bric-a-brac. 
You Name It, We Have It!

Open Thursdays and Saturdays 10 AM–1 PM

YPF Thank You 
Thank you for all of your 

support for the YPF's mission 
activities at the 2017 Italian 
Dinner!

C N S

mailto:reginacoth@gmail.com
mailto:reginacoth@gmail.com


Faithwalking Retreat 
This Faithwalking 101 retreat is a weekend designed to start 

you on a journey to personal transformation that includes practices 
in spiritual formation, inner healing, emotional maturity, and 
missional living. We believe that this work in personal 
transformation clears space for us to effectively get on mission 
with God in the world, in all the places God has put us. 

Through the two-day retreat, you’ll hear presentations from 
various presenters focusing on the values and practices that help 
you on the journey, spend time in prayer and solitude with guided 
meditations, and enjoy learning with a community of disciples 
who are on the journey together. 

WHEN:  September 23 & 24, 2017 
Saturday will begin promptly at 9 AM and finish up by 6 PM, 

at which point we will have dinner. 
Sunday will start at 9 AM with a short time of worship and 

finish up by 5 PM. 
WHERE: Holmes Presbyterian Camp & Conference Center 
 Agape House 
 60 Denton Lake Rd, Holmes, NY 12531  
WHO: Clergy and non-clergy alike get much out of this 

retreat! Most of FW focuses on spiritual formation for adults, so 
those under the age of 18 will probably not get the most out of 
FW101. 

COST FOR RETREAT: First-time Participant: $90 
 Repeat Participant: $55 
 Additional Cost for Lodging: 
 Saturday-Only: $130 
 Friday & Saturday: $185 
 No Lodging: $0 
REGISTRATION:  Online Registration 

www.schohariereformedchurch.org/engage-faithwalking/fw101retreatcfm 

Capital Campaign Update 
Many thanks to those who have pledged and given to the 

capital campaign. To date, we have received pledges totaling 
$161,450 and gifts in the amount of $44,400. Our goal was to 
raise $150,000 to pay off our loan for the fire alarm system and to 
install a second floor restroom and we have exceeded that goal in 
pledges! Any money given over and above the $150,000 will be 
committed to other upcoming capital projects for the church 
facility. 

For those who pledged, you can fulfill your pledge at any time. 
We hope to have the full amount of the pledges received by June 
30, 2020. Please designate the purpose of your gift in the memo 
line of your check or on your envelope.  

For those who still wish to give, it’s not too late! Your 
generosity will help us continue to improve our facilities. 

Harvest Festival 
It is that time of year again when we are preparing for the Harvest 

Festival. Our raffle table is always one of the highlights of the day. The 
lovely baskets could not be possible without your donations. We need 
donations of new items such as kids puzzles, card games, board games, 
Italian specialties, crackers, tea cups, mugs, hot chocolate mix, Christmas 
items, teacups, etc., for the raffle baskets and the Christmas/gift table. 

Gift cards from your local merchants are always welcome. 
Donations can be dropped off at the church office. If you wish to 
put together a special basket that is welcome too.  

If you cannot donate items on the list, monetary donations are 
welcome to help defray the cost of the materials needed to make 
the baskets look nice.  

Please contact Nancy Gessner with any questions at 
(516) 741-5893 or (516) 509-2011. All donations/baskets are due 
by October 29. No donations will be accepted after that date 
unless you have checked with Nancy.  

Thanks in advance for your help. Together we can make it a 
great day! 

NANCY GESSNER
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Harvest Festival 
Save The Date! 

Saturday, November 11, 2017 
10 AM To 4 PM (LUNCH FROM NOON TO 2 PM) If you do not see your name, please call  

the church office and we will update our records.

Grace Ryo 8/2 
Raymond Groll 8/7 
Maureen Saepia-Chen 8/9 
Jorge Alamilla 8/10 
Thomas Doyle 8/10 
Betty Gessner 8/13 
Heather Robertson 8/14 
Loretta McCaffrey 8/18 
Bill Smith 8/18 
Emerson Chen 8/19 
William Smith 8/19 

Isabella Ryo 8/25 
Anita Martinez 9/3 
Lilyanna Malinaric 9/7 
Allegra DeMelo 9/13 
Franchesca Perlman 9/14 
Marion Kopko 9/16 
Jeanne Sarran 9/17 
Marc Beron 9/20 
Janet Fiala 9/21 
Joanne McCreary-Wall 9/23 
Eva Munoz   9/27

August/September BirthdaysAugust/September Birthdays

http://www.schohariereformedchurch.org/engage-faithwalking/fw101retreatcfm
http://www.schohariereformedchurch.org/engage-faithwalking/fw101retreatcfm
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Report:  
RCA General 
Synod 2017 

This was my first attendance 
at general Synod as an elder 
delegate f rom Q ueens 

Classis. General Synod was held at Hope College (one of the RCA 
colleges) in Holland, Michigan. The prospect of representing the 
Classis of Queens at General Synod was a bit daunting.  

I attended training at the Regional Synod of New York which 
gave an orientation and overview of General Synod and how it 
functions. Many of my questions were answered and it was a 
wonderful opportunity to meet delegates from the other classes in 
our regional synod.  

I also listened to the orientation webinar that was provided by 
the RCA. It was very helpful as well.  

Upon arrival, check in was smooth and well organized. There 
were RCA staff members who were able to answer questions and 
direct everyone. I roomed with another elder delegate from the 
Regional Synod of Albany and in the adjoining room were 2 
delegates from Nassau-Suffolk Classis. As I entered the floor for 
the first plenary session Stacey Duesning, our summer intern, 
greeted me warmly.  

The opening and closing worship were wonderful. They were 
held in Dimnent Chapel, a majestic worship space. During the 
opening worship the ‘synod choir,' composed of delegates and choir 
members from local churches sang. The CPAAM (Council for 
Pacific and Asian American Ministries) choir sang in 3 languages. 
During the closing worship those RCA ministers who had passed 
away the previous year were recognized and prayed for.  

Each day’s session opened with worship of different styles and 
with different leaders. The days were crowded with plenary sessions 
as well as other meetings. At each table there was a mix of 
delegates-regular elder and minster delegates as well as 
corresponding delegates from the various RCA commissions and 
councils. It was interesting to meet my table mates who came from 
different parts of the RCA. I tried to meet and interact with as 
many different people as possible during breaks and mealtimes.  

I also attended several different lunches and dinners. I attended 
the Commission on Women’s dinner, The Regional Synod of New 
York’s lunch, the Women’s Transformation and Leadership dinner 
and the Commission on Race and Ethnicity lunch. Each of these 
gatherings gave me an opportunity to learn and meet my fellow 
delegates.  

The retirement of Dr. Gregg Mast was celebrated and the new 
President of New Brunswick Theological Seminary, Micah 
McCreary was introduced. Tom De Vries was thanked for his 
service as General Secretary. Don Poest has been appointed Interim 
General Secretary during the search for a replacement for Tom De 
Vries. The search process will begin shortly. There is an application 
for search committee members on the RCA website.  

Daniel Gillett completed his term as General Synod President. 
Lee De Young has succeeded him as President. James Nakakihara 
was elected as Vice President of General Synod.  

There were many issues and topics brought to the floor of 
General Synod inc luding the formation of Diaconal 
Conferences, supporting the inclusion of Commissioned Pastors 
at broader assemblies, supporting the sending of 140 young 
people to serve with RCA missionaries for an extended 
volunteer period and the synod voted to support refugees. The 
delegates also looked ahead to see where the RCA might be in 
the next 5-20 years.  

Over all my experience at General Synod was a good one. I 
had the opportunity to meet and interact with many RCA 
members from around the denomination. Before I went I did not 
realize how well known our church is. During the report from the 
Church Growth Fund there was a slide presentation showing the 
churches that had used the fund to build and improve their 
buildings. And there was Church on the Hill! I met many people 
that I know as well as new people and people who know folks that 
I know. Although we may not all agree on every topic I came 
away knowing that we all believe in Jesus and can work together 
as Christians for the betterment of the world locally, regionally, 
across the country and around the world. 

NANCY L. GESSNER

Fall Intern 
This fall, Carlos Rivera, a senior Master of Divinity student at 

New Brunswick Theological Seminary, will be serving as our 
Christian Education and Faith Formation Intern. He will begin his 
internship after Labor Day. As part of his responsibilities, he will 
lead the weekly Bible study, assist with our Sunday School ministry, 
and write a monthly Beacon article on the topic of stewardship and 
generosity (a special interest of his). 

Carlos has served as an associate pastor at his home church, 
Harvest Fields Community Church, in the Bronx. As part of 
degree program, he is required to fulfill a field education 
requirement, which many times takes place in a different ministry 
setting. Carlos has over 30 years of senior non-profit finance 
experience and currently serves as the Controller of the Statue of 
Liberty Ellis Island Foundation in Manhattan. 

First Reformed Church Of Astoria 
Over the summer, the long-time minister of First Reformed 

Church of Astoria, the Reverend Dwayne Jackson, accepted a new 
call. Rev. Crawford has been appointed to serve as their supervisor 
while they search for a new minister.  

This appointment will require Rev. Crawford to attend their 
monthly consistory meetings as well as their search committee 
meetings.  

Please keep this congregation in your prayers as they seek a new 
minister to lead them. 

Bulletin Change 
In September, the prayer requests in the Sunday worship 

bulletins will be started anew. If you would like the church to 
continue to pray for someone currently on the list, please let 
Barbara know or email the church office and the name will be 
included in the new list. 



Flag Fund 

In memory of Bill Proschel
by Gina and Sal Lombardo

Diane Thorp
Nancy Gessner
Betty Gessner

Judi and John Spina
Nancy Lee Gavitt

Michael and Margaret Gittens
Marilyn Devito

Vivian and Peter Sclafani 
Music Fund 

In honor of Dorothy Heckel’s 100th Birthday
by Joan and Melvin Werbel

Adriene and Bill Toy
Andrew and Carolyn Perz

Thorsen and Avalos Families
Mary Moder

Irma and Peter Vesey
Ralph, Gary, Louise & Emily Flockton

Terence and Virginia Connelly
Kenneth and Janis Oppenheimer

To celebrate the baptism of Lexy and Junie Chan
by Thorsen and Avalos Families
General Operating Fund 

In honor of Dorothy Heckel’s 100th Birthday
by Marion and Ray Durney
In memory of Bill Knese

by Marion and Ray Durney 

Children’s Window Fund 

In honor of Dorothy Heckel’s 100th Birthday
by Nancy MacDonald French 

Rose Garden Memorial Fund 

In memory of Frank Napoli
by Janine and Leonard Sessa
Richard and Brooke Greene

Irene Heim
Rita Palmieri

Walter Franklin
Heidl Memorial Fund 

In memory of Judith Heidl
by Sora Choi

Memorial Fund 

In memory of Charles H. Stagg, Jr.
by Jacqueline Stagg

Food For Kids Fund 

In memory of Judie Kellaway
by Cami Brocksmith

In memory of John Six Family
by Patrick Symes

In appreciation of Buck Kellaway
by Mary Moder

In honor of Junie and Lexy's Baptism
by their grandparents, Hong and Ginny Chan 
In honor of Dorothy Heckel's 100th Birthday

by Hong and Ginny Chan 
Sunday School Scholarship Fund 

In memory of Ruth Bailey
by Micheline Caron
Denise Caron-Quinn

Terry Quinn
Dan Caron and family
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YTD  
(12 Months)

Budgeted

Revenue $	 282,041 $	 276,000

Investment Income $	 139,261 $	 96,000

Total Revenue $	 421,302 $	 372,000

Expenses $	 420,899 $	 412,600

Net $	 403

Memorial And Special Gifts 
COTH Received The Following Donations  

In June, July and August 2017

Finance 
Church On The Hill Operating Account, For Fiscal Year 7/1/16–6/30/17  

Revenue and expenses were greater than expected and we 
broke even for the year. Revenue from members and friends was 
greater than budgeted and that is wonderful. Thank you to 
everyone for your heartfelt giving. 

The last pink envelope (Classical and Synodical Assessments) 
for calendar year 2017 is in early October. We have only 
collected a portion of the assessment we must pay to the RCA 
so please make sure your yearly donation for this is current. 
Thank you. 

DORIS C. KRSNAK, FINANCE



Depot FURNITURE LTD. 
MAKE YOUR HOME A HAVEN 
• LIVING ROOM 
• DINING ROOM 
• BEDROOM 
• HOME OFFICE 
• OUTDOOR

27-04 FRANCIS LEWIS BLVD., FLUSHING, NY  11358 

[P] (718) 353-6001 [WEB] ENERGIZEDREALTYGROUP.COM 

[F] (718) 353-4202 [EMAIL] GARY@ENERGIZEDREALTYGROUP.COM

Gary LiBert 
Broker | Owner

CHRISTIAN R. ZIMMER
D.D.S.

(718) 961-2274
35-05 161st Street

Flushing, NY  11358

MARINO BROTHERS SUPERMARKET 
“CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS” 

• FEATURING GOURMET ITALIAN SPECIALTY ITEMS • 
• DOMESTIC AND IMPORTED CHEESES • 

• BOAR’S HEAD COLD CUTS • 
• GIFTS AND FRUIT BASKETS • 

163-07 29TH AVENUE FLUSHING, NY  11358 

PHONE: (718) 539-4078 FAX: (718) 539-3518

LLOYD FUNERAL HOME
E S T . 1 9 3 4  

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S  
( 7 1 8 )  2 2 9 - 2 4 2 0  

2 1 4 - 4 3  T H I R T Y - N I N T H  A V E N U E  
B AY S I D E , N E W  Y O R K   1 1 3 6 1  

J O H N  S. P O S S E N R I E D E  
1 9 4 5 - 2 0 0 2

Providing Services to Our Families for over 100 years 
36-46 Bell Blvd. (718) 428-2210 
Bayside, NY  11361 
149-20 Northern Blvd. (718) 359-6300 
Flushing, NY  11354 
10-25 150th Street (718) 359-1122 
Whitestone, NY  11357 

Our Services Provided in All Areas 
www.gleasonsfuneral.com gleasonfh@aol.com

A COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE FACILITY 
 [P] 718 321-2701 123-11 18TH AVE. 
 [F] 718 321-2702 COLLEGE POINT, NY 11356 

DANNY MAHER’S  
CLEARVIEW TIRE AND AUTO 
YOUR ONE-STOP-COMPLETE  

AUTO SERVICE FACILITY! 
FREE PICK-UP AND DELIVERY

CLEARVIEW AUTO

Darrin Schafer 
NYC Licensed Master Plumber 1345 
NYC Licensed Master Fire Suppression Piping Contractor 779-B 

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY  11385 
Phone: (718) 850-0700 • Fax (718) 850-9485 
eMail: darrin@jdmasters.com

• Planting • Gutter Cleaning 
• Shrubs •Railroad Ties 
• Tree Work • Friendly Service 

ARNOLDO’S 
Tree Service & Landscaping 

Free Estimates 

Official Landscaper for Phone: (718) 463-7829 
The Church On The Hill Cell: (917) 337-4062

Northern Floor Covering 
Carpet - Tile - Linoleum - Laminate 

Residential & Commercial 

  JIM FRASER 171-50 Northern Blvd. 
 Flushing, NY  11358

Gemma Courtade Schiffman 
t: (718) 224-6667 • f: (718) 224-4473 

25-37 Francis Lewis Blvd. 
Flushing, NY  11358 

Reasonable Prices • 4th Generation Family Business

Cipriani Electric Inc. 

Licensed Electrical Contractor 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Mario R. Cipriani 
150-16 14th Avenue 
Whitestone, NY 11357 
(718) 767-2928 

220 Services • Wiring for Air Conditioning • 

Heating • Intercoms • New Homes • Renovations • 

Violations Removed

Arthur DiBiase 
MASON CONTRACTOR 

H.I.C. LIC.#808097  
CEMENT WORK, BRICK WORK, ETC. 

(718) 767-0072 

154-36 12TH AVE 
WHITESTONE, NY 11357

Tel (718) 358-4100
Fax (718) 358-9605

Leo Brother’s Collision, Inc. 
Anthony & Ralph  (718) 886-4421 

FAX: (718) 353-8161 
Expert Collision & Painting 
Insurance Work & Estimates 
Oven Bake Paint Jobs 

email: leobrothers@verizon.net NY Reg. #R7075194 
189-12 39th Avenue 
Flushing, NY  11358 

For 24-Hour Towing Only… Call (888) MGM-TOWS

B.J. Laura & Son 
Overhead Garage 

Doors and Operators 

• service • repair • sales 

NYC & NYS Women’s 
Business enterprise 

Doris C. Krsnak 
President 

(718) 961-9841 
45-58 162nd Street 
Flushing, NY  11358 

dck@bjlaura.com 
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