
From The Pastor’s Desk 
During my preaching series in September 

and October, we’ve been studying some major 
events from the Old Testament. And with 
each of these stories, I’ve been asking myself 
the question, “What does this event teach us 
about what it means to be the people of 
God?” Here are a few things we have learned in response to this 
question: 

• The people of God have been delivered time and again from 
bondage, evil, oppression, and sin. Thus, the people of God are a 
humble people, knowing that they do not save themselves but rely 
on God’s salvation. 

• The people of God are those who are hemmed in by God’s 
protection–in front of, behind, on our left and on our right. 

• The people of God are those who are ever growing in their 
capacity to trust and believe in God and to hear the cries of the 
world. 

• The people of God are those who believe that God is among 
us and active, and are committed to living more and more of their 
lives in God’s presence. 

I’ve also found myself wondering how some of you might 
respond to this question. I imagine some of you saying things like 
this: 

• The people of God are those who surrounded me with love 
when my spouse passed away. They wrote cards, brought meals, 
listened, and most importantly, cried with me. 

• The people of God are those who deliver backpacks of food to 
a local school, providing food for the hungry. 

• The people of God are those committed to praying for one 
another. 

• The people of God are those who worship together and break 
bread at the Lord’s Supper. 

What else might you add to this list? Who are the people of 
God? 

What I’m discovering through this preaching series is that the 
people of God are more than just any one thing, no matter how 
important that one thing may be. The people of God are multifaceted, 
just as diverse as they are as individuals. The people of God use 
whatever gifts and resources God has given them to love God and love 
neighbor. The people of God are shaped by their neighborhoods and 
their city, their country and their century. The people of God worship 
in different ways, pray in different ways, do justice in different ways, 
serve in different ways, and teach in different ways. The diversity of the 
church is astounding. But what keeps pulling us back together; what 
keeps us walking in the same direction; what motivates us to be the 
people of God is no less than Jesus, the one who is capable of holding 
this all together (Col. 1:15). Maybe that’s the best way to capture all 
this diversity: the people of God are those who belong to and held 
together by Jesus Christ. 

GRACE AND PEACE, PASTOR BLAINE

Stacey’s Ordination 
On September 30, our summer intern Stacey Duensing was 

ordained to the office of Minister of Word & Sacrament by the Classis 
of Holland at Fellowship Reformed Church in Holland, Michigan. We 
celebrate with Stacey and give thanks to God for her many gifts of 
ministry! Rev. Duensing began her ministry at Lynnwood Reformed 
Church in Guilderland, New York, on October 4.
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Music Notes 
It’s hard to believe that upon the publishing of this 
article I will be beginning my fourth month here 
at Church on the Hill. This church’s commitment 
to music continues to impress me, and this makes 
for a great place to work and worship. I have been 
welcomed very warmly into this community, and I 

must add that it’s so nice to have a coffee hour after the service! 
As many of you know, a long term goal for me is recruiting for 

both the adult and youth choirs. Working with both groups has 
been a great joy for me so far. While it may look intimidating to see 
the chancel choir singing extremely well in their robes at the front 
of the church, I assure you they are the nicest and most 
accommodating group of individuals I have met in my adult life. 
There’s no requirement to join except for availability to attend 
Thursday rehearsals, Sunday service and a willingness to learn. 
Please feel free to approach me at coffee hour if you’d like to join! 

My big project so far has been preparing to give a recital on 
Saturday, November 18. Due to the time constraints at my previous 
job, working on solo piano repertoire was difficult. However, I am 
now allowed to flexibility to resume working on these great concert 
pieces (which made me go into music in the first place!). I look 
forward to sharing this music with you. 

SEAN COTTY

Sale of the 169Th Street House 
After expenses were paid, the net proceeds from the sale of the 

169th Street house were $816,560. From this amount, $81,656 
(10%) was designated for new ministries at the church, $634,500 
was added to our endowment fund at Lincoln Financials and the 
balance will be used in capital improvement projects at the church 
and parsonage. 

Disaster Relief Donations 
In September, special benevolent donations (totaling $4,200) 

were collected for the recent hurricane and earthquake disasters. 
COTH was able to send $1,000 to St. Thomas Reformed 

Church, $1,000 to St. Croix Reformed Church and $2,200 to the 
Reformed Church in America to help the victims in Texas, Florida, 
Puerto Rico and other Caribbean Islands. 

Thank you for your prayers, generosity and support. 

Church Register 
Death 

Edward (Ted) Merritt died on June 4, 2017 in Exeter, NH in a 
retirement community where he resided. Along with his wife, 
Paula, Ted joined COTH in January, 1960. We offer our 
condolences to his wife and their family. 

Mission Possible 
Mission Impossible was a television program starring actor Peter 

Graves which chronicled the adventures of a team of espionage 
agents known as the Impossible Missions Force (IMF). The show 
ran from 1966 to 1973 and featured Graves’ character, Jim Phelps, as 
the team leader. Each episode began with Phelps receiving a secret 
message for a seemingly impossible assignment that he and his team 
were asked to take on. Each message concluded with the words… 

“ Your mission, should you choose to accept it…” 
God provides us with an equally challenging mission. On the 

surface it doesn’t make any sense. It runs contrary to logic, common 
sense and basic mathematics. 

One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds 
unduly, but comes to poverty. A generous person will prosper; 
whoever refreshes others will be refreshed. (Proverbs 11:24-15 NIV) 

This passage describes the challenge that each of us faces daily.  
The challenge puts our own needs and desires in the context of 
those who surround us. Each day we are surrounded by those who 
are both spiritually and physically in need of our generosity.  Often 
they lack the basic necessities of life–food, water, clothing and even 
shelter. At times they experience lack because of natural disasters, 
circumstances which have befallen them such as the loss of a job, 
and in other instances they are simply the working poor who exist 
all around us in our communities and even in our churches. 

God’s call to each of us is clear. Are we willing to meet the needs of 
others even when we ourselves have needs? Are we willing to refresh 
the life of another when we wish to be refreshed.  The scripture details 
that God himself will prosper and refresh us as we meet the needs of 
others. That’s an amazing promise and a call to action that may cause 
us to hesitate. For a moment lets consider that the church is the IMF 
and you and I are Jim Phelps. Let’s hear the message challenge us all. 

“ Your mission, should you choose to accept it…” 

CARLOS RIVERA
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COTH Consistory:  MINISTER AND PRESIDENT, REV. BLAINE D. CRAWFORD 
ELDERS:  PAMELA LOPEZ • JOSEPH MACALUSO • GERRY MENDLER • JEANNE SARRAN • SARAH WHITE 
DEACONS:  KRYSTAL ANDALUZ • EMERSON CHEN • GINA LOMBARDO • YOON RYO • IRMA SCHUBERT

Every Tuesday 
Folensbee Lounge 7:30 PM

STUDYING THE LIFE OF ABRAHAM
LED BY INTERN CARLOS RIVERA

Fall Concert at Church on the Hill 
Saturday, November 18, 6:30 PM 

               All are invited. Free admission!

SEAN COTTY 
PIANO 

KELSEY SHELDON, CELLO 
CHRIS MILEY, SAXOPHONE



Children In Worship Services 
Over the past year, the Worship 

Committee has discussed ways in 
which we can make families and 
children feel more welcome in the 

worship service. We believe that 
children are a vital and vibrant 

p a r t o f o u r w o r s h i p p i n g 
community and we believe that it 

is vitally important that children 
participate in our worship services and are not sequestered off 
from the rest of the congregation. Worship forms and shapes us 
in ways we do not always realize. We desire for our worship 
services to be warm and welcoming to all children and families 
who enter our doors. 

The first change is a simple change but it will require us to re-
teach our tongues. The room at the back of the sanctuary is often, 
referred to alternately as either the “Bride’s Room” or the “Cry 
Room.” While it will still be used as both a room for brides at their 
weddings and a room for a parent to calm a crying child, we want it 
to be more than that. Thus, the room will be called the “Family 
Room,” granting space to parents with young children to be present 
in worship without having to try to keep their child sitting still in 
the pews. 

This is just one small change and there will be additional small 
changes in the coming months. 

Below is a snippet from a pew pamphlet that will be placed 
throughout the sanctuary in November. It includes suggestions for 
the congregation and for parents to help welcome, guide, and 
encourage children in our services. 

Suggestions For The Congregation 

• During the passing of the peace, greet and welcome children 
as well as their parents. 

• Hand offering plates to children, rather than past them or 
over them. 

• Children can feel invisible in a room full of adults; take time 
to greet them before and after the service. 

• Empathize and understand when parents need to leave the 
service to calm a young child. 

• Have patience with the learning process; we are all God’s 
children! 

Suggestions For Parents 

• Introduce your children to others nearby. 
• Share the printed bulletin and hymnal with your child (at 

their level) and encourage them to participate. [If they 
become restless, you might ask them to circle words in the 
bulletin they don’t know; you can explain them at a later 
time.] 

• Children learn worship by participation. Feel free to whisper 
to teach them. 

• Allow children to participate in the offering by sharing their 
own financial gift. 

YPF 
2017 Christmas Wreath Sale 

Mission Trip Fundraiser 
The YPF wants to offer their thanks to everyone who bought 

and donated to the mission trip through our annual apple and 
apple crisp sale. 

The YPF will continue raising money for their mission trips by 
selling 25-inch diameter Victorian-theme Christmas wreaths for 
$27. The wreaths will be delivered the week of December 4–8. 
Please order from Jen Hopper or the church office by Tuesday, 
November 14. 

Our service projects would not be possible without your support 
and we are humbled by your generosity. Thank you so much! 

JEN HOPPER

Nursery School 
Welcome to the Church on the Hill Community Nursery 

School! Our Toddler, Nursery and Pre-K students have settled into 
their new classrooms. We are looking forward to an exciting school 
year. 

The Nursery and Pre-K students gathered in Gessner Hall for 
our Fall Festival. The children decorated tee shirts, played games 
and enjoyed a delicious and nutritious snack. 

Thank you to all of our volunteers who worked to make our Fall 
Festival a huge success. 

The Church on the Hill Community Nursery School will be 
adding a Toddler Class is January. Please contact the Nursery 
school for information at (718) 539-0732 or email me at 
<reginacoth@gmail.com>. 

REGINA SCHAFER, DIRECTOR

If you do not see your name, please call  
the church office and we will update our records.

Edward Uebler 11/1 
Herbert Durdik 11/3 
Joan Wagner 11/4 
Helen Groll 11/8 
Debra Rossi 11/9 
Krystal Andaluz 11/20 

Patrick Mahowald 11/20 
Sal Lombardo 11/24 
Jamie Logan 11/29 
Rosemarie Graffeo 11/30 
Lydia Lee 11/30

November BirthdaysNovember Birthdays
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Free Yoga Class

Wednesdays–7:30 PM 
Gessner Hall

Taught by a Certified yoga instructor.  
A limited number of mats are available.  

All are invited!

mailto:reginacoth@gmail.com
mailto:reginacoth@gmail.com


Women’s Christian Circle (WCC) 
November 11, is our Harvest Festival, our main fundraiser, and 

it is not too late to bake your pies and breads and cakes. Cook and 
freeze your meals, soups and sauces. “Put up” your jellies, jams and 
pickles. Call your Captains with your contributions, i.e.  Linda 
Diez/bakery, Rosemarie Graffeo/frozen foods, Rhoda Jabbour/
jams,jellies,pickles. In advance, we thank Ray Durney who keeps 
our heads and monies on an even keel and to Irving, Buck and 
Steve, who set up and take down our banners, chairs, tables and 
merchandise. 

Our WCC October meeting was a success due to three of our 
wonderful members. Norma and Lynn presented us with a delicious 
luncheon and Nancy gave us an insightful program on the workings 
of our Queens Classis and the RCA General Synod.  There is so 
much we did not know and so much we learned. Gals like these are 
the backbone of the WCC. 

Take note! Due to the November’s Harvest Festival, WCC will 
not hold its November meeting. December 9, our Christmas 
luncheon will be held in Gessner Hall at 1:00 PM. Bring your 
special baked Christmas Cookies for all to share. We will supply the 
entrée and beverages. Our special Christmas program will be 
presented by the Island Hills Chorus, members of the Sweet 
Adelines International. 

Are you ready for a brain teaser? One of the Sweet Adeline 
singers grew up in this church.  Her parent’s initials are H&G N. 
Their daughter’s first name begins with S. Perhaps some old timers 
may have the answer. One way or another come and meet her 
Saturday, December 9. 

(For those stumped for an answer, her name and her parents’ names 
will be printed in the next month’s Beacon!) 

NINA KNESE PROSCHEL

Children And Worship Training 
A refresher course for all volunteers serving in our Children & 

Worship ministry will be offered on Saturday, November 4, from 
9:30 AM-1:30 PM. Coffee will be provided in the morning and a 
light lunch will be served. A certified trainer from the RCA will 
lead the training. This is also a great opportunity for those 
interested in volunteering in the Children & Worship ministry. This 
training will equip you with all the information and skills you need 
to share the stories of Scripture with our children. If you are 
interested in serving in this ministry, please contact Pastor Blaine. 

New Members Class 
Are you interested in learning more about Church on the Hill? 

Are you interested in becoming a member? The next new members 
class is coming up! The new members class will meet on Sunday, 
December 6, and Sunday, December 13, from 12:30 PM to 2 PM in 
the Folensbee Lounge. Lunch will be provided. 

Operation Christmas Child 
Samaritan’s Purse is an evangelical Christian humanitarian aid 

organization that provides aid to people in physical need as a key 
part of Christian missionary work. Operation Christmas Child is a 
program that lets children to seniors pack shoebox gifts each year to 
bless children in need around the world. Our Sunday School is 
using this as an opportunity to learn about giving 

Find A Shoebox 
       Start with an average-size cardboard or 
plastic shoebox. If you want to wrap it, cover the 

box and lid separately. 

Girl Or Boy? 
Decide whether you will pack a box for a girl 

or a boy, and the age category: 2–4, 5–9, or 10–14. 

Fill With Gifts 
Select a medium to 

large “wow” item such 
as a soccer ball with 
pump or stuffed animal, 
then fill with other fun 
toys, hygiene items, and school 
supplies. You can also include a personal 
note and photo. 

Pray 
Most importantly, pray for the child who will receive your gift. 

Drop-Off 
Next, drop off your shoebox 

gift at the church 10/29–11/19!  
And if you make a $9-per-shoebox donation you 

can Follow Your Box and receive a special tracking label to 
discover the destination of your shoebox gift.
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Mission project for Sunday School 
10/29–11/19.  COLLECTION DEADLINE 11/19.

Annual Interfaith  
Thanksgiving Service 

Date: Monday, November 20, 2017 
Place: (to be determined) 

Time: 7:30 PM 
Thanksgiving is always a wonderful time of year to join 

together, as brothers and sisters, in prayers of gratitude to 
Almighty God! Refreshments follow.

Life isn’t about what you can hold in your hands, 
It’s about what you can hold in your heart.

1

2

3

4

5

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/follow-your-box/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/follow-your-box/


Confirmation Class 
The confirmation class of 2018 began meeting with Rev. 

Crawford in September. The confirmation includes Julia Aiello, 
Margaret Vera, and Isabel Vera. The class is currently studying the 
Heidelberg Catechism, an introduction to the Christian faith in a 
question-and-answer format. Throughout the course, the students 
will be seeking to answer the question, “What does it mean to be a 
Christian?” 

Confirmation class is an important step in the faith journey of 
our young adults. The intensive one-year class allows them to dig 
deeply into questions of God, the Bible, theology, and more. 
Please keep Julia, Margaret, and Isabel in your prayers throughout 
their confirmation class.

Rose Garden Memorial Fund 
In honor of Marion Kopko's 90th Birthday

by Marion and Ray Durney

Children's Window Fund 
In memory of Dorothy Heckel
by Nancy MacDonald French

Music Fund 
In memory of Dorothy Heckel

by Marion and Ray Durney
Angela and Don Brunjes

Lillian Calfa
Marion Kopko
Susan Roberti

Cindy and Joe Macaluso
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Sept. YTD Budgeted

Revenue $	 20,139 $	 72,026 $	 71,125

Investment Income $	 8,000 $	 24,187 $	 24,000

Total Revenue $	 28,139 $	 96,213 $	 95,125

Expenses $	 28,893 $	 93,572 $	 100,263

Net $	 (754) $	 2,641

Memorial And Special Gifts 
COTH Received These Donations In October, 2017

Finance 
Church On The Hill Operating Account, For 3 Months Ending 9/30/17 

In order to make sure donations are properly accounted for 
please use separate envelopes and checks for anything other than 
regular giving placed in the collection plates. Thank you. 

The Fall Festival is Saturday, November 11. This is our major 
fundraiser so please support it in any and every way. We hope to 
see you there. 

We wish everyone a blessed Thanksgiving. 

DORIS C. KRSNAK, FINANCE

Christmas Decorations in the Sanctuary 
Would you like to contribute to the Christmas decorations  

that will beautify our sanctuary?  Send contributions, payable to the Church On The Hill  
and designated for “Christmas Decorations.”  A special Christmas bulletin will  list all donors. 

   (All donations must be received no later than December 1, 2017) 

To help beautify the Church On The Hill for Christmas, please accept my donation in the amount of $________________ 

Given by ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Fill in name(s) as you wish them to appear in the Christmas bulletin.) 

        (check one)        
In memory of: 
In appreciation of: 
In honor of:{

Rev. Blaine Crawford and Rev. Greg Town  
following the Men’s Communion Breakfast, October 15.



Depot FURNITURE LTD. 
MAKE YOUR HOME A HAVEN 
• LIVING ROOM 
• DINING ROOM 
• BEDROOM 
• HOME OFFICE 
• OUTDOOR

27-04 FRANCIS LEWIS BLVD., FLUSHING, NY  11358 

[P] (718) 353-6001 [WEB] ENERGIZEDREALTYGROUP.COM 

[F] (718) 353-4202 [EMAIL] GARY@ENERGIZEDREALTYGROUP.COM

Gary LiBert 
Broker | Owner

CHRISTIAN R. ZIMMER
D.D.S.

(718) 961-2274
35-05 161st Street

Flushing, NY  11358

MARINO BROTHERS SUPERMARKET 
“CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS” 

• FEATURING GOURMET ITALIAN SPECIALTY ITEMS • 
• DOMESTIC AND IMPORTED CHEESES • 

• BOAR’S HEAD COLD CUTS • 
• GIFTS AND FRUIT BASKETS • 

163-07 29TH AVENUE FLUSHING, NY  11358 

PHONE: (718) 539-4078 FAX: (718) 539-3518

LLOYD FUNERAL HOME
E S T . 1 9 3 4  

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S  
( 7 1 8 )  2 2 9 - 2 4 2 0  

2 1 4 - 4 3  T H I R T Y - N I N T H  A V E N U E  
B AY S I D E , N E W  Y O R K   1 1 3 6 1  

J O H N  S. P O S S E N R I E D E  
1 9 4 5 - 2 0 0 2

Providing Services to Our Families for over 100 years 
36-46 Bell Blvd. (718) 428-2210 
Bayside, NY  11361 
149-20 Northern Blvd. (718) 359-6300 
Flushing, NY  11354 
10-25 150th Street (718) 359-1122 
Whitestone, NY  11357 

Our Services Provided in All Areas 
www.gleasonsfuneral.com gleasonfh@aol.com

A COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE FACILITY 
 [P] 718 321-2701 123-11 18TH AVE. 
 [F] 718 321-2702 COLLEGE POINT, NY 11356 

DANNY MAHER’S  
CLEARVIEW TIRE AND AUTO 
YOUR ONE-STOP-COMPLETE  

AUTO SERVICE FACILITY! 
FREE PICK-UP AND DELIVERY

CLEARVIEW AUTO

Darrin Schafer 
NYC Licensed Master Plumber 1345 
NYC Licensed Master Fire Suppression Piping Contractor 779-B 

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY  11385 
Phone: (718) 850-0700 • Fax (718) 850-9485 
eMail: darrin@jdmasters.com

• Planting • Gutter Cleaning 
• Shrubs •Railroad Ties 
• Tree Work • Friendly Service 

ARNOLDO’S 
Tree Service & Landscaping 

Free Estimates 

Official Landscaper for Phone: (718) 463-7829 
The Church On The Hill Cell: (917) 337-4062

Northern Floor Covering 
Carpet - Tile - Linoleum - Laminate 

Residential & Commercial 

  JIM FRASER 171-50 Northern Blvd. 
 Flushing, NY  11358

Gemma Courtade Schiffman 
t: (718) 224-6667 • f: (718) 224-4473 

25-37 Francis Lewis Blvd. 
Flushing, NY  11358 

Reasonable Prices • 4th Generation Family Business

Cipriani Electric Inc. 

Licensed Electrical Contractor 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Mario R. Cipriani 
150-16 14th Avenue 
Whitestone, NY 11357 
(718) 767-2928 

220 Services • Wiring for Air Conditioning • 

Heating • Intercoms • New Homes • Renovations • 

Violations Removed

Arthur DiBiase 
MASON CONTRACTOR 

H.I.C. LIC.#808097  
CEMENT WORK, BRICK WORK, ETC. 

(718) 767-0072 

154-36 12TH AVE 
WHITESTONE, NY 11357

Tel (718) 358-4100
Fax (718) 358-9605

Leo Brother’s Collision, Inc. 
Anthony & Ralph  (718) 886-4421 

FAX: (718) 353-8161 
Expert Collision & Painting 
Insurance Work & Estimates 
Oven Bake Paint Jobs 

email: leobrothers@verizon.net NY Reg. #R7075194 
189-12 39th Avenue 
Flushing, NY  11358 

For 24-Hour Towing Only… Call (888) MGM-TOWS

B.J. Laura & Son 
Overhead Garage 

Doors and Operators 

• service • repair • sales 

NYC & NYS Women’s 
Business enterprise 

Doris C. Krsnak 
President 

(718) 961-9841 
45-58 162nd Street 
Flushing, NY  11358 

dck@bjlaura.com 

mailto:gary@energizedrealtygroup.com
http://www.clearviewtire.com
mailto:dck@bjlaura.com
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