
From The Pastor’s Desk 
In the aftermath of the holidays, as we 

clean our homes and put away our Christmas 
decorations, we can easily forget about 
Epiphany. As the New Year begins, we 
embark on our New Year’s resolutions and 
quickly leave behind the intense focus of the 
gift of Christ to the world. In the church year, Epiphany (meaning 
‘appearing’ or ‘manifesting’) keeps our focus on Christ but also 
draws the light to shine on our own lives. 

Epiphany is about Jesus manifesting himself to us as the Savior 
of the world, the Lord of the earth, and the Son of God. It is the 
day in which we remember the wise men who visited Jesus, bowed 
down to him, and offered their gifts. The wise men recognized the 
King of the world had arrived and that all their hopes and dreams 
would be fulfilled in this child’s life. The first Sunday after 
Epiphany, the church listens again to the story of Jesus’ baptism and 
God’s proclamation: “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am 
well pleased.” In the story of the visitation from the wise men, Jesus 
is revealed as the King of the World and in the story of his baptism, 
Jesus is revealed as the Son of God. 

In the Sundays between Christmas and Lent, we focus on Jesus 
revealing more and more of who he is to us. Jesus keeps appearing 
to us in stories about his ministry, in parables and teachings, and in 
his miracles. In the weeks after Epiphany, Jesus keeps revealing 
himself to us. As he does so, more and more of our own lives are 
revealed to us. 

At the beginning of his great work, The Institutes of the 
Christian Religion, John Calvin notes the connection between our 
knowledge of God and our knowledge of ourselves: “Nearly all the 
wisdom we possess, that is to say, true and sound wisdom, consists 
of two parts: the knowledge of God and of ourselves.” The more we 
come to learn about God, the more we come to know and 
understand ourselves. And the inverse is also true: the less we know 
about God, the less we will know and understand ourselves. In this 
way, I think Epiphany, the time in which Jesus reveals himself to us, 
is an opportunity for us to understand ourselves in a deeper and 

fuller way. As Jesus reveals himself to us, his light begins to shine on 
our lives, especially on those places often left in the darkness. 

Jesus lived a fully human life and invites us to the same 
abundant life—a life lived in communion with God and a life lived 
in relationships marked by overflowing love, forgiveness, 
compassion, and mercy. Jesus reveals the abundant life to us and 
reveals to us the ways and the things that keep us from living this 
life. This may be why, during this season of Epiphany, we not only 
see Christ revealed to us more and more, we also see the first 
disciples called by Jesus and then trained and equipped by Jesus to 
live this abundant life and to share it with others. 

When we are called and trained by Jesus, our hearts are revealed 
and we begin to see how our shame keeps us paralyzed in fear and 
inaction; we see how our pains are manifested in anger and 
frustration toward others; we see all the other kings or idols of our 
hearts claiming our allegiance; we see the ways in which we need 
forgiveness and how that might lead us to forgiving others. 

During Epiphany this year, I invite you to grow not only in your 
knowledge of Christ but also in the knowledge of yourself. I invite 
you to pray that God would reveal to you the places in your life that 
are keeping you from living the abundant life and ask for grace to 
come and bring wholeness. Together, may we grow in our love and 
knowledge of God, our understanding of who we are and who God 
has called us to be, so that we might live the abundant life Jesus 
offers and share it with the world. 

GRACE AND PEACE, PASTOR BLAINE
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Shared Occupancy Update 
On Saturday, December 3, the consistory of COTH met 

with the leadership of the Korean Presbyterian Church of East 
New York (KPC). The two groups discussed the possibility of 
KPC using our sanctuary for worship services on Sunday 
afternoons and Wednesday evenings and for prayers services 
early in the morning every Tuesday-Saturday. The two groups 
also discussed possible start dates, potential conflicts, financial 
terms in the contract, review periods, and areas of mutual 
ministry, including their kids joining our Sunday School 
program.  

Thursday Evening  
Prayer Ministry 

Beginning on January 12, all are invited to a weekly prayer 
gathering in the Folensbee Lounge. Every Thursday evening, from 
6-7 PM, the Folensbee Lounge will be open for a time of prayer and 
reflection. This is an opportunity to pray for others, for the church, 
and for the world. There will be time and space for you to pray 
individually and to pray with one another. Come for 5 minutes, for 
20 minutes, or for the whole hour. Take advantage of this chance to 
slow down, to rest in God’s presence, and to grow in your 
relationship with Christ. 

If you are unable to attend, we invite you, wherever you find 
yourself at that time, to enter into a time of prayer. You can start by 
praying for those listed in the prayer list in the weekly bulletin. 

If you don’t know where to start with prayer or often find 
yourself without the words to say, Pastor Blaine recommends the 
following prayerbooks to help you get started: 

Seeking God’s Face: Praying with the Bible through the Year, 
written and compiled by Philip Reinders, provides a guided time of 
prayer in which you will listen for God in Scripture and then 
respond to God in prayer. The book provides prayer prompts for 
every day of the year and is a great resource that emphasizes that 
prayer is not just about talking to God, but also about listening to 
God. 

A Diary of Private Prayer, written by John Baillie, is a 
monthly prayer book with a morning and an evening prayer for 
each day. While the prayers are general in nature and you may 
find some days are hard to relate to, overall they provide a 
window into the varied experiences we all have as human 
beings. 

The Divine Hours, by Phyllis Tickle, is actually three 
prayerbooks which cover the whole year. These books include set 
times of prayer and are saturated with Scripture readings. It 
provides set prayers for morning, mid-day, and evening. Like the 
first book, it also emphasizes listening to God through the reading 
of Scripture. 

Tuesday Bible Study 
The Bible study will begin to meet again on Tuesday, January 

10, at 7:30 PM in the Folensbee Lounge. During January and 
February, the Bible study will look at the different ways the four 
gospel writers introduce Jesus in their books and the reasons why. 

If you are interested in a day-time Bible study that would cover 
the same topic and follow the same format as the evening Bible study, 
please let Pastor Blaine know. If there is a critical mass, Pastor Blaine 
would lead a Bible study mid-day on Tuesday mornings. 

Ninetieth Anniversary Events 
In 2017, Church on the Hill will celebrate 90 years of ministry. 

To mark this significant year in the life of the church, a number of 
events are being planned throughout the year to reflect on God’s 
work through Church on the Hill over the last 90 years. A 
committee is being formed by the consistory to help organize these 
events. If you are interested in being a part of the planning of these 
events, please contact Pastor Blaine. 

Valentine For Vets 
This is the twenty-fourth year we will be sending Valentines for 

Vets to thank institutionalized veterans for their service to our 
country. We invite members and friends of the church, who know the 
destructive effects of war, to purchase or make at least one valentine 
and sign it "A Friend from Church on the Hill.” You can address it to 
Valentines for Vets. Deposit them in the special box at the entrance 
of the church on Sundays, February 5 and 12. The cards will be 
delivered to the St. Albans Veterans Extended Care Facility. 

JACKIE FRASER
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COTH Consistory:  REV. BLAINE D. CRAWFORD, MINISTER AND PRESIDENT, MARION KOPKO, VICE PRESIDENT 
ELDERS:  JUDIE KELLAWAY • MARION KOPKO • DORIS KRSNAK • PAMELA LOPEZ • GERRY MENDLER • SARAH WHITE 

DEACONS:  KRYSTAL ANDALUZ • EMERSON CHEN • JAYNE HALLEY • GINA LOMBARDO • IRMA SCHUBERT • CONNIE THORSEN

If you do not see your name, please call the church office  
and we will update our records.

Judie Kellaway 1/3 
Carol Stark 1/6 
Irma Karle 1/14 
Denise Malinaric 1/14 
Stacy Muller 1/14 

David Krsnak 1/15 
Gerry Mendler 1/19 
Carolyn Doyle 1/24 
Nora Castle 1/27 
Mary Moder 1/28

January BirthdaysJanuary Birthdays

Epiphany Sunday 
January 8, 2017 

11:00 AM Service of Worship 
12:00 PM Coffee Hour  

Hosted by the Sunday School staff with "King Cakes."



Women’s Christian Circle (WCC) 
And so, as we bid the last year good bye, we welcome into our 

lives another year filled with hope and promise of better—if not the 
good—‘stuff ’ we enjoyed in 2016.  At the December WCC meeting, 
our players more or less exemplified of what we as a whole had 
experienced. The Thespians collectively had some rough roads to hoe.  
Health wise, some of their personal events were almost catastrophic, 
others were critical, seriously serious, and moderately chronic. But, 
true to these amazing women’s character they forged ahead and even 
managed to write and put on a performance for our December 
meeting. Forty of us attended and clapped and cheered for their 
endurance and amazing performance. We thank Joan Wagner, Judie 
Kellaway, Stacy Muller, Kay Buchakian, and to Marilyn Cooney, 
Lynn Lauterbach and Jayne Halley who cheered them from afar. 

Again, because of your Herculean efforts and subsequently the 
Festival’s Harvest, we are able to support and contribute to our 
ongoing ecumenical Housing+Solutions mission works, The Beth 
E. Marcus Scholarship Fund, Food for Kids Ministry and the 
Women’s Homeless Shelter at COTH. 

As in previous years, we have made an executive decision and 
will not have WCC meetings during the months which may 
‘surprise’ us with snow, sleet, ice and conditions that no one should 

e n d u r e . Thu s , J a n u a r y, 
February and perhaps March 
will not experience the rap of 
our gavel and the call “the 
meeting will come to order.”  

So while you all are resting, keep your intellectual and 
imaginative capacities percolating and thinking of interesting and 
riveting programs you can propose and execute and luncheons that 
would astonish the most critical of chefs. 

NINA KNESE PROSCHEL

Community Nursery School 
Happy New Year!!! 

I hope that you had a Happy and Healthy Holiday. It is hard to 
believe but it is time to register for the 2017-2018 school year. 

In-House Registration: Thursday, January 26, 2017.  
Outside Registration: Thursday, February 9, 2017. 

THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS WILL BE OFFERED: 
Toddler Playgroup 
Nursery Three Day Program  
Nursery Five Day Program 
Pre-K For All 

Registration application period for PRE-K FOR ALL will 
begin January 17, 2017. The deadline to submit a Pre-K application 
is February 24, 2017. Please email <reginacoth@gmail> or call the 
Nursery School office (718)539-0732 for additional information. 

REGINA SCHAFER, DIRECTOR

Homeless Shelter Fund 

To support our Women’s Shelter Ministry
by Patricia and Harold McDonald

Rose Garden Memorial Fund 

In memory of his sister, Jeanne Marie Durney  
and grandparents, Marion and Paul Ammann  

and Edythe Durney
by Michael and Joanne Durney
Food For Kids Fund 

In memory of Gloria Sarrantonio
by Ginny and Hong Chan and family

Memorial Fund 

In memory of Gloria Sarrantonio
by Joan and Melvin Werbel
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November YTD  
(5 Months)

Budgeted

Revenue $	 31,363 $	 109,190 $	 115,000

Investment Income $	 38,000 $	 76,887 $	 40,000

Loan from Escrow $	 (7,500) $	 4,075

Total Revenue $	 61,863 $	 190,152 $	 155,000

Expenses $	 61,217 $	 188,263 $	 171,917

Net $	 646 $	 1,890 $	 (16,917)

Finance 
Church On The Hill Operating Account, As Of November 30, 2016

In November we borrowed $30,000 from the Endowment 
Fund to pay outstanding bills in addition to the $8,000 we 
receive monthly. In December, the monthly amount increased 
to $10,000. We also repaid $7,500 on the loan from escrow in 
November. At this point we are caught up with our bills. 
Revenue of $6,266.00 is included above from the highly 
successful Harvest Festival. Great work! 

Please pick up your 2017 offering envelopes from the table 
at the 168 Street entrance to the sanctuary and start using them 
in 2017. If you did not complete a pledge card and would like 
to do so please see me, Gary Libert or Barbara Hoe. 

Looking for a gift for the person who has everything? 
Consider a gift to a COTH Escrow fund in honor of that 
person. Thank you for your continued generosity. 

I’m looking forward to seeing you at the Annual Auction on 
January 7, 2017! 

DORIS KRSNAK, FINANCE

Memorial And Special Gifts 
COTH Received The Following Donations  

In December, 2016

To  you  and  to  those  you  love  

may the  new  year bring  good  health  

joy, and  peace  into  your souls



Depot FURNITURE LTD. 
MAKE YOUR HOME A HAVEN 
• LIVING ROOM 
• DINING ROOM 
• BEDROOM 
• HOME OFFICE 
• OUTDOOR

27-04 FRANCIS LEWIS BLVD., FLUSHING, NY  11358 

[P] (718) 353-6001 [WEB] ENERGIZEDREALTYGROUP.COM 

[F] (718) 353-4202 [EMAIL] GARY@ENERGIZEDREALTYGROUP.COM

Gary LiBert 
Broker | Owner

CHRISTIAN R. ZIMMER
D.D.S.

(718) 961-2274
35-05 161st Street

Flushing, NY  11358

MARINO BROTHERS SUPERMARKET 
“CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS” 

• FEATURING GOURMET ITALIAN SPECIALTY ITEMS • 
• DOMESTIC AND IMPORTED CHEESES • 

• BOAR’S HEAD COLD CUTS • 
• GIFTS AND FRUIT BASKETS • 

163-07 29TH AVENUE FLUSHING, NY  11358 

PHONE: (718) 539-4078 FAX: (718) 539-3518

LLOYD FUNERAL HOME
E S T . 1 9 3 4  

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S  
( 7 1 8 )  2 2 9 - 2 4 2 0  

2 1 4 - 4 3  T H I R T Y - N I N T H  A V E N U E  
B AY S I D E , N E W  Y O R K   1 1 3 6 1  

J O H N  S. P O S S E N R I E D E  
1 9 4 5 - 2 0 0 2

Providing Services to Our Families for over 100 years 
36-46 Bell Blvd. (718) 428-2210 
Bayside, NY  11361 
149-20 Northern Blvd. (718) 359-6300 
Flushing, NY  11354 
10-25 150th Street (718) 359-1122 
Whitestone, NY  11357 

Our Services Provided in All Areas 
www.gleasonsfuneral.com gleasonfh@aol.com

A COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE FACILITY 
 [P] 718 321-2701 123-11 18TH AVE. 
 [F] 718 321-2702 COLLEGE POINT, NY 11356 

DANNY MAHER’S  
CLEARVIEW TIRE AND AUTO 
YOUR ONE-STOP-COMPLETE  

AUTO SERVICE FACILITY! 
FREE PICK-UP AND DELIVERY

CLEARVIEW AUTO

Darrin Schafer 
NYC Licensed Master Plumber 1345 
NYC Licensed Master Fire Suppression Piping Contractor 779-B 

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY  11385 
Phone: (718) 850-0700 • Fax (718) 850-9485 
eMail: darrin@jdmasters.com

• Planting • Gutter Cleaning 
• Shrubs •Railroad Ties 
• Tree Work • Friendly Service 

ARNOLDO’S 
Tree Service & Landscaping 

Free Estimates 

Official Landscaper for Phone: (718) 463-7829 
The Church On The Hill Cell: (917) 337-4062

Northern Floor Covering 
Carpet - Tile - Linoleum - Laminate 

Residential & Commercial 

  JIM FRASER 171-50 Northern Blvd. 
 Flushing, NY  11358

Gemma Courtade Schiffman 
t: (718) 224-6667 • f: (718) 224-4473 

25-37 Francis Lewis Blvd. 
Flushing, NY  11358 

Reasonable Prices • 4th Generation Family Business

Cipriani Electric Inc. 

Licensed Electrical Contractor 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Mario R. Cipriani 
150-16 14th Avenue 
Whitestone, NY 11357 
(718) 767-2928 

220 Services • Wiring for Air Conditioning • 

Heating • Intercoms • New Homes • Renovations • 

Violations Removed

Arthur DiBiase 
MASON CONTRACTOR 

H.I.C. LIC.#808097  
CEMENT WORK, BRICK WORK, ETC. 

(718) 767-0072 

154-36 12TH AVE 
WHITESTONE, NY 11357

Tel (718) 358-4100
Fax (718) 358-9605

Leo Brother’s Collision, Inc. 
Anthony & Ralph  (718) 886-4421 

FAX: (718) 353-8161 
Expert Collision & Painting 
Insurance Work & Estimates 
Oven Bake Paint Jobs 

email: leobrothers@verizon.net NY Reg. #R7075194 
189-12 39th Avenue 
Flushing, NY  11358 

For 24-Hour Towing Only… Call (888) MGM-TOWS

B.J. Laura & Son 
Overhead Garage 

Doors and Operators 

• service • repair • sales 

NYC & NYS Women’s 
Business enterprise 

Doris C. Krsnak 
President 

(718) 961-9841 
45-58 162nd Street 
Flushing, NY  11358 

dck@bjlaura.com 
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