
From The  
Pastor’s Desk 

I recently watched the movie, “A Walk 
in the Woods.” It is an adaption of Bill 
Bryson’s best-selling book by the same 
name. Bryson is a slightly overweight, 
middle-aged, travel writer between assignments. He comes up 
with the crazy idea to walk the whole Appalachian Trail, from 
Georgia to Maine (a distance of 2190 miles). For the average 
backpacker, complet ing the Appalachian Trai l takes 
approximately 5-7 months. Spoiler alert: Bryson and his pal 
Katz did not quite finish the Appalachian Trail all at once. 

Bryson’s book chronicles the tale of him and his buddy Katz, 
walking on the way, day after day after day. His trademark 
humor infects this book as does his love and knowledge of 
history and of nature. But what I appreciated about this book 
was its realism—being on the way to somewhere distant in the 
future is both exhilarating and extremely boring. Being on the 
way means days energized by adrenaline and excitement. Being 
on the way means encounters with nature’s beauty and the 
diversity of creation. Being on the way means days hiking on 
blistered feet, after a poor night’s rest on the hard ground, with a 
grumbling stomach tired of eating trail food, alongside someone 
who is really getting on your nerves. Being on the way to 
somewhere new requires persistence, patience, and perspective. 

Being on the way is an apt metaphor for the Christian life. 
The people of God, the Israelites, were people on the way as 
they journeyed from the land of Egypt to the land of promise. It 
took them 40 years but they made it. On the way for 40 years. 
And how did they respond? Much like you would expect. Some 
sang and made music along the way (Exodus 15). Some felt like 
giving up and dying (Ex. 16:3). Some wanted to turn back (Ex. 
14:10-12). Some complained about the water (Ex. 15:22-25). 
Some became backseat drivers (Ex. 17:1-4). Some went wild 
with their newfound freedom (think the golden calf in Ex. 32). 
But there were other moments in the journey too. Moments 

when God heard their cries and revealed God’s goodness and 
g race . The peop le rece ived the i r char te r, the Ten 
Commandments (Ex. 20). God’s Goodness appeared in manna, 
quails, and water (Ex. 15-17). The people found new ways of 
sharing responsibility and caring for one another (Ex. 18). They 
encountered the beauty of Mount Sinai (Ex. 19). 

Throughout the Exodus journey, God was at work shaping 
the lives of God’s people so that they might live with the faith, 
love, and hope, that would bear witness to the God who 
delivered them from slavery. God was at work on the way, not 
just concerned with where they were going but who they would 
be when they got there. God desired for the people to inherit 
the Promised Land but first, God wanted them to be the sorts of 
people ready and willing to live under God’s blessing and for 
God’s purposes. Being on the way is where God shows up to 
shape us and mold us to be the sorts of people to share God’s 
blessing with all the world. It’s not always fun or easy but it is 
often necessary. 

As we walk on the way together, let us remember the lessons 
of the Exodus journey. May we be open to God’s work in our 
lives. And may we trust the One who has delivered and provided 
for us, to lead us to the place where God desires us to flourish. 

GRACE AND PEACE, PASTOR BLAINE
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Important News From 
The Consistory 

Outside Revenue 
At the meeting, treasurer Gary LiBert reported on the current 

financial situation of Church on the Hill. Currently, $8,000 a 
month is taken from invested funds in order to cover our general 
operating expenses. This amount could potentially increase in the 
coming months. As the consistory discussed ways to increase 
revenue, the possibility of renting space to another church came up. 
The consistory believes it is time for us to consider proposals from 
other congregations both for the bottom line of the church and for 
the sake of serving the neighborhood. There are no firm plans in 
place for another congregation to use our facility at this time. 
However, the consistory is open to the possibility.  

169TH Street House 
At the consistory meeting on September 14, the consistory 

approved the sale of the 169th Street house. Some of the reasons 
include seeking to live within our means as a congregation; moving 
toward financial sustainability; and the increased costs to renovate 
the home. The consistory made no decision regarding the allocation 
of the funds from the sale of the house. 

Capital Campaign 
With all the transitions regarding the music director position 

happening at this time, the consistory has decided to delay the 
capital campaign until early 2017. More information will be 
coming in future months. 

Search Committee 
The consistory plans to begin to reach out to members to serve 

on the search committee for the music director position. Consistory 
still needs to make decisions regarding the responsibilities of the 
position and the salary package for the position. 

Fire Alarm System Update 
Since mid-August, workers have been methodically at work 

installing a new fire alarm system in our church, which was a 
requirement by our insurance company. Even while they work 
around the school’s schedule, the project should be completed in 
October. To pay for this work, Church on the Hill has received 
$125,000 of the loan they accepted through the RCA’s Church 
Growth Fund. 

Church Register 
Death 

Jim D'Oria died on August 27, 2016. The service was held on 
September 2, at Church on the Hill with Rev. Dr. Ian Rottenberg 
officiating. We offer our condolences to his sons, Vincent and 
Charles D'Oria. 

Men’s Communion Breakfast 
Sunday, October 16, 2016 

9:30 AM, Gessner Hall 
All the men and boys of the church on invited to 
attend. The cost of the breakfast is $6.00. Please 
RSVP to the church office for this event. 
The guest speaker at this year’s breakfast will 
be Lester Lin. Lester has been a Youth 
Coordinator in The Reformed Church of 

Newtown since 2002. He serves as a deacon in his church and also 
as a worship leader. Outside of ministry life, he owns a title company 
with his brother where majority of the staff are graduates of his youth 
program. He is also the CEO of City Mission that focuses on the 
basic needs of Elmhurst NY, and is the CEO of Newtown Records, 
where positive music is made with gifted musicians. He loves the 
community that God has placed him in and hopes to empower more 
people with the Gospel by building deep relationships.  

Faithwalking Retreat 
Church on the Hill has been invited, along with other churches 

from the Regional Synod of New York, to participate in a 
Faithwalking Retreat, October 8-9, at the Warwick Conference 
Center in Warwick, New York. If you are interested in a weekend 
retreat to grow in your faith or if you are interested in the type of 
work the Ridder team is doing, this retreat would be a great 
opportunity for you. Learn more about Faithwalking at 
https://www.faithwalking.us/. 

New Members’ Course 
If you are interested in joining Church on the Hill, want to 

learn more about who we are and what we’re about, or want to 
discover more about what it means to be a member of a church, 
please contact Pastor Blaine. If there is enough interest, a new 
members’ course will be offered in late October/early November.
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YPF 
Apple And Apple Crisp Sale 
(YPF Mission Trip Fundraiser) 

Sunday, October 2, 2016 
Pray for the YPF mission trip to Long Island, NY on Friday, 

October 7, to October 10. They will be working with NEXT STEP 
MINISTRIES, doing construction projects for Hurricane Sandy recovery 
work by building and maintaining homes for families in need. 

During Coffee Hour Sunday, October 2, the YPF will be selling 
freshly picked and baked apples and apple crisps to help support 
their mission trip activities. Thank you so much for your support! 

Nursery School 
Welcome to the Church on the Hill Community Nursery 

School. Our Toddler, Nursery and PRE-K FOR ALL students 
have settled into their new classrooms. We are looking forward to 
an exciting school year! 

Our School offers programs for children ages 2-5. If you would 
like additional information about our programs please email Regina 
Schafer at <reginacoth@gmail.com> or call (718) 539-0732. 

REGINA SCHAFER, DIRECTOR

Women’s Christian Circle 
I am only one; but still I am one.  
 I cannot do everything, but still I can do something; 
and because I cannot do everything, 
 I will not refuse to do the something that I can do. 

EDWARD EVERETT HALE
And with that thought we enter our annual, and foremost fund 

raiser, The Harvest Festival. 
As you have read in the September Beacon, the monies we 

glean from the Festival cover many good works in and outside the 
church. If you are not physically working in the Festival we ask you 
to spread the word to your friends, family and neighbors. Invite 
them to come here, November 12, at 10:00 AM, or better still, bring 
them with you. After you all have finished buying birthday, 
anniversary, Christmas and all-occasion gifts, you can sit down to a 
delicious home-made lunch. 

Get flyers from Marion Durney and display them in your 
neighboring stores. Hand them out to your various knitting, social, 
swim, gym, card and book clubs. 

These listed women are heading the various Festival areas. Call 
them now and ask if they need your help. Nancy Gessner heads the 
Raffle gifts, Ginny Chan has the jewelry table, Doris Krsnak is 
Christmas at two tables, Bakery is headed by Irma Karle, while 

Rhoda Jabhour has the Country Store and our new kitchen 
supervisor is Irma Schubert! 

To lessen the work load, times are divided into AM and PM. 
Choose yours, and as a bonus you gain self-satisfaction of work 
appreciated and new friends gained. 

The September 17, Ecumenical Breakfast hosted by the 
Community Reformed Church at Manhasset was attended by 19 of 
our women and additional women from the neighboring 
participating churches. It was great to be among interesting and 
amazing women who are zealous and active in their volunteer 
community and church endeavors. 

We again appreciate our amazing women who sewed the pillow 
case dresses for the African children. Some women, such as Jeanne 
Sarran are continuing their ‘mission work’ throughout the coming year 
by stitching and sewing on their own time. You might think about 
doing the same. Lynn Lauterbach made 53 dresses; who can beat that? 

These dresses were made to bring comfort to children who feel 
unworthy. These dresses were made to bring peace to little girls in 
need of love and prayer. The acknowledgement and blessings of 
these 146 dresses made by our COTH women was held on 
September 11, in our Sanctuary. 

We all meet here in Gessner Hall, October 15, at 1:00 PM sharp. 
Bring your sandwich and we will supply dessert and coffee/tea/
punch. 

NINA KNESE PROSCHEL

The Harvest Festival  
Needs Your Help 

It is that time of year again when we are preparing for the 
Harvest Festival. Our raffle table is always one of the highlights of 
the day. The lovely baskets could not be possible without your 
donations. We need donations of new items such as kids’ puzzles, 
card games, board games, Italian specialties, crackers, tea cups, 
mugs, hot chocolate mix, Christmas items, teacups, etc. for the 
raffle baskets and the Christmas/gift table. Gift cards from your 
local merchants are always welcome. Donations can be dropped off 
at the church office. If you wish to put together a special basket that 
is welcome too!  

Please contact Nancy Gessner at (516) 741-5893 or at 
(516) 509-2011 with any questions. All donations and baskets are 
due by October 30. No donations will be accepted after that date 
unless you have checked with me. Thanks in advance all your help. 
Together we can make it a great day! 

NANCY GESSNER

Harvest Festival 
Saturday, November 12, 2016 

10 AM To 4 PM 
(LUNCH FROM NOON TO 2 PM)

Page � The Beacon October 20163

C O T H  C N S

	 AUCTION 
JANUARY 7, 2017

DONATIONS CAN BE DELIVERED TO THE CHURCH OFFICE 
OR YOU CAN ARRANGE FOR A PICKUP BY CALLING 
EMERSON CHEN AT (917) 881-1868

mailto:reginacoth@gmail.com
mailto:reginacoth@gmail.com


Food For Kids Coffee Hour 
Sunday, October 30, a special FOOD FOR KIDS coffee hour 

will be held after the worship service. Food prepared from the 
items in the FFK bags will be served. In addition, there will be an 
opportunity for all of you to share in the FFK ministry that day. 
There are three ways you can get involved: 
 1) Pray for the children and families that depend on this food 
every week. Pray for those both in our community and around the 
world who experience daily hunger and who suffer from 
malnutrition. 
 2) Bring food for the FFK bags. The complete list of acceptable 
items is on the list below. Bring them to church October 30. Please 
do not bring items that are not on the list as only food on the list is 
allowed in the bags. Food bags will be filled that Sunday so we could 
use all the food you are willing to share. 
 3) Pack bags. During coffee hour, a bag packing station will 
be set up for you to help fill food bags that will later be given out 
to children. This is an opportunity for you to learn more about 
what goes on behind the scenes of the FFK ministry as well as to 
share in this important, life-giving ministry. 

EACH FFK BAG CONTAINS: 

▪ 1 lb. brown rice▪ 1 can beans (red or black) 
▪ 2 cans vegetables▪ 1 can fruit 
▪ 1 lb. box pasta▪ 1 can pasta sauce 
▪ 1 box macaroni and cheese▪ 1 box cereal (family size) 
▪ 1 jar (plastic) peanut butter▪ 1 jar (plastic) jelly 
The Church adds fresh bread to each bag. Whole grains, 

organic, low sodium and low sugar foods are preferred. No glass 
bottles, plastic only.

Food For Kids Fund 

In honor of Buck and Judie Kellaway  
(for their dedication to COTH)

by Sally Ann Castle
Rose Garden Memorial Fund 

In memory of Ida Napoli
by Frank Napoli

In memory of Rev. John H. Meyer
by Jane Furth & August Matzdorf
Children's Window Fund 

In appreciation of Jerry Good
by Rhoda Jabbour

General Operating Fund 

In appreciation of Jeanne Sarran
by Rhoda Jabbour

In memory of Vincent Jim D’Oria
by Rhoda Jabbour
Music Fund 

In memory of Vincent Jim D’Oria
by Adriene and Bill Toy

Ginny and Hong Chan and family
To support the Music Ministry at COTH

by Sora Choi
In memory of Eleanor Fletcher

(sister of Barbara Hoe)
by the Heckel and Krsnak families
In appreciation of Simon Walsh

(for playing the flute at her 99th birthday)
by Dorothy Heckel

Memorial And Special Gifts 
COTH Received The Following Donations  

In September, 2016
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August 2 Months YTD Budgeted

Revenue $	18,708.00 $	 35,936.00 $	46,000.00

Investment 
Income

$	 8,000.00 $	 22,700.00 $	16,000.00

Loan from Escrow $	11,575.00 $	 11,575.00

Total Revenue $	38,283.00 $	 70,211.00 $	62,000.00

Expenses $	38,469.00 $	 68,976.00 $	68,766.00

Net $	 (186.00) $	 1,235.00 $	(6,766.00)

Finance 
Church On The Hill Operating Account, As Of August 31, 2016

Over the summer we had to pay approximately $18,000 in 
unexpected capital-repair and maintenance bills for work 
performed at the parsonage and the church. These items took the 
cash that we put aside every year to pay the regular bills in the 
summer when our members are on vacation and attendance is 
lower. In turn it has created cash flow problems for us now and 
we are having to hold some bills. If you need to “catch up” with  
giving, this is a good time. Thank you. 

This month in church you will see the last synodical and 
classical assessment (pink) envelope for the calendar year. The 
assessment is $110 per member for the year. If you are not sure if 
you have paid the assessment please see Barbara Hoe. 

The Harvest Festival is November 12. We need everyone to be 
involved–donating, working, buying, and enjoying, to make this a 
success. Remember this is one of only two fund raisers we have 
each year. 

DORIS KRSNAK, FINANCE



Sunday School 
Opening day for our new program year of Sunday School was 

September 18, as we welcomed back our Sunday School students 
and teachers. 

Our first mission project of the year will begin this month, 
with our eighth year of participation with Samaritan’s Purse:  
“Operation Christmas Child”. We invite the congregation to join 
with the Sunday School once again in this ministry to children in 
need around the world! Please pack your shoeboxes and bring 
them to church no later than Sunday, November 20.  National 
Collection Week is November 14–21. Informational pamphlets 
will be available at the church as of October 23. 

Please pray for our teachers, our families and our students as 
we begin another year of learning and growing in faith. 

OUR TEACHERS THIS YEAR: 
Grades K-2:  Christina Schaub 
Grades 3-5:  Elaine Ho 
Grades 6-8:  Jeanne Sarran/Judie Kellaway 
Grades 9-10:  Steve Sarran 
Grades HS & up:  Jennifer Hopper 
*You may register your child at any time. For more 

information, please contact the church office. 

Auction 2017 
Auction 2017 is scheduled be held on Saturday, January 7, 

2017, with viewing at 9 AM and bidding to begin at 10 AM. 
We need your help and support! All of our auctioned items are 

donated. We need your donations! If you have items you wish to 
donate to the auction, please deliver them to the Church Office, 
call the Church Office at (718) 358-3671 for a pick-up, or call 
Emerson Chen at (917) 881-1868. Please remember that we are 
not accepting large furniture. 

In addition, we ask that you help us advertise the auction. 
Invite as many people as you can. The success of this event 
depends on spreading the news! 

EMERSON CHEN

Ridder Church Renewal 
When I first signed on to participate in the Ridder Church 

Renewal program, I thought its focus was just about church 
renewal. The term “renewal” suggested to me that it is a 
prescription to treat an unhealthy church, and that cannot be our 
church! It also felt evangelical which surely is not how we would 
describe the Church on the Hill. Nonetheless, the future of our 
church is too important for us overlook at this program in case it 
actually has something to offer. 

So, it is with the welfare of our church in mind that the 
“investigative” group attended the first retreat. I quickly realized 
that the program was more about the welfare of the individuals 
that make up the church—if the members are well, the church is 
well—and not about going door-to-door to convert people. The 
concepts and tools we’ve learnt in the program have been 
extremely helpful in our personal lives. Although most of these 

things can be found in self-help books, when applied to church 
life it can help us navigate some difficult situations like an 
unexpected change. Perhaps not one of the first things we think of, 
but we have learnt in Ridder that being authentic can help us in 
dealing with challenging situations. 

Being authentic is to stay true to ourselves—our beliefs, 
personality, spirit, and character. It is not a permit for us to be rude 
nor blunt. It does not require us to agree with the majority. It does, 
however, require us to reflect and search for our inner truth. 

I want to share with you how authenticity had a positive effect 
on a change in our church. 

One of the challenges that we face in life is change. It is 
inevitable. The Greek philosopher Heraclitus of Euphesus was 
quoted as saying “everything changes and nothing stands still”. As 
much as we hope that by not tinkering with a good situation, its 
goodness will perpetuate. But, in fact, we have to work to maintain 
it. If we don’t put any effort into maintaining what we prize, it 
could lose its luster, or worse, decays quickly. (P.S.A., remember to 
have your vehicle serviced regularly.) 

Changes beyond our control are often negative and lead to stress. 
Confronted with this, we may find ourselves putting on a good face 
because we are Christians (Christians are supposed to be nice towards 
others, right?). If we do this, we may be polite, but we are not being 
authentic because we are hiding our true self. This practice can lead to 
some really undesirable outcomes such as decline in church 
membership or a divide. That is not what we wish to happen here. 

The retirement of Andrew Andela left a giant void in our church. 
Mr. Andela has been an important part of our church not only during 
Sunday and special services, but also provided invaluable services 
behind the scene such as planning, procurement, and preparation. 
Most fortunately, many have stepped up and are contributing towards 
continuing the music that we so prize as a congregation. This meeting 
of the minds also means many ideas, methods, and challenges 
emerging which require careful considerations by all those involved. 
This can only come together cohesively because this group of 
individuals are dedicated and remain authentic towards each other. I 
am fortunate to be a witness to it. 

None of us want to give up something we cherish. If we open 
our hearts and minds and communicate more openly, we may find a 
brighter future despite changes beyond our control. Our God is 
gracious and He provides for us. One of the blessings he provided 
us is authenticity. It is a muscle—the more we practice it, the easier 
it gets. Let’s encourage each other and embrace our authenticity. 

EMERSON CHEN
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If you do not see your name, please call the church office  
and we will update our records.

Yoon Ryo 10/05 ------------------
Blaine Crawford 10/17 ----------
Catherine Doyle 10/26 -----------
Jayne Halley 10/27 --------------
Andy Bow 10/28 -----------------
Barbara Kopp 10/30-------------

October BirthdaysOctober Birthdays



Depot FURNITURE LTD. 
MAKE YOUR HOME A HAVEN 
• LIVING ROOM 
• DINING ROOM 
• BEDROOM 
• HOME OFFICE 
• OUTDOOR

27-04 FRANCIS LEWIS BLVD., FLUSHING, NY  11358 

[P] (718) 353-6001 [WEB] ENERGIZEDREALTYGROUP.COM 

[F] (718) 353-4202 [EMAIL] GARY@ENERGIZEDREALTYGROUP.COM

Gary LiBert 
Broker | Owner

CHRISTIAN R. ZIMMER
D.D.S.

(718) 961-2274
35-05 161st Street

Flushing, NY  11358

MARINO BROTHERS SUPERMARKET 
“CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS” 

• FEATURING GOURMET ITALIAN SPECIALTY ITEMS • 
• DOMESTIC AND IMPORTED CHEESES • 

• BOAR’S HEAD COLD CUTS • 
• GIFTS AND FRUIT BASKETS • 

163-07 29TH AVENUE FLUSHING, NY  11358 

PHONE: (718) 539-4078 FAX: (718) 539-3518

LLOYD FUNERAL HOME
E S T . 1 9 3 4  

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S  
( 7 1 8 )  2 2 9 - 2 4 2 0  

2 1 4 - 4 3  T H I R T Y - N I N T H  A V E N U E  
B AY S I D E , N E W  Y O R K   1 1 3 6 1  

J O H N  S. P O S S E N R I E D E  
1 9 4 5 - 2 0 0 2

Providing Services to Our Families for over 100 years 
36-46 Bell Blvd. (718) 428-2210 
Bayside, NY  11361 
149-20 Northern Blvd. (718) 359-6300 
Flushing, NY  11354 
10-25 150th Street (718) 359-1122 
Whitestone, NY  11357 

Our Services Provided in All Areas 
www.gleasonsfuneral.com gleasonfh@aol.com

A COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE FACILITY 

 [P] 718 321-2701	 123-11 18TH AVE. 
 [F] 718 321-2702	 COLLEGE POINT, NY 11356 

DANNY MAHER’S  
CLEARVIEW TIRE AND AUTO 
YOUR ONE-STOP-COMPLETE  

AUTO SERVICE FACILITY! 
FREE PICK-UP AND DELIVERY

CLEARVIEW AUTO

Darrin Schafer 
NYC Licensed Master Plumber 1345 
NYC Licensed Master Fire Suppression Piping Contractor 779-B 

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY  11385 
Phone: (718) 850-0700 • Fax (718) 850-9485 
eMail: darrin@jdmasters.com

• Planting • Gutter Cleaning 
• Shrubs •Railroad Ties 
• Tree Work • Friendly Service 

ARNOLDO’S 
Arnoldo’s 

Tree Service & Landscaping 
Free Estimates 

Official Landscaper for Phone: (718) 463-7829 
The Church On The Hill Cell: (917) 337-4062

Northern Floor Covering 
Carpet - Tile - Linoleum - Laminate 

Residential & Commercial 

  JIM FRASER 171-50 Northern Blvd. 
 Flushing, NY  11358

Gemma Courtade Schiffman 
t: (718) 224-6667 • f: (718) 224-4473 

25-37 Francis Lewis Blvd. 
Flushing, NY  11358 

Reasonable Prices • 4th Generation Family Business

Cipriani Electric Inc. 

Licensed Electrical Contractor 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Mario R. Cipriani 
150-16 14th Avenue 
Whitestone, NY 11357 
(718) 767-2928 

220 Services • Wiring for Air Conditioning • 

Heating • Intercoms • New Homes • Renovations • 

Violations Removed

Arthur DiBiase 
MASON CONTRACTOR 

H.I.C. LIC.#808097  
CEMENT WORK, BRICK WORK, ETC. 

(718) 767-0072 

154-36 12TH AVE 
WHITESTONE, NY 11357

Tel (718) 358-4100
Fax (718) 358-9605

Leo Brother’s Collision, Inc. 
Anthony & Ralph  (718) 886-4421 

FAX: (718) 353-8161 
Expert Collision & Painting 
Insurance Work & Estimates 
Oven Bake Paint Jobs 

email: leobrothers@verizon.net NY Reg. #R7075194 
189-12 39th Avenue 
Flushing, NY  11358 

For 24-Hour Towing Only… Call (888) MGM-TOWS

B.J. Laura & Son 
Overhead Garage 

Doors and Operators 

• service • repair • sales 

NYC & NYS Women’s 
Business enterprise 

Doris C. Krsnak 
President 

(718) 961-9841 
45-58 162nd Street 
Flushing, NY  11358 

dck@bjlaura.com 
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