
From the Pastor’s Desk 
Church  on  the  Hill  is  called,  as  the 

body of Christ, to be a beacon of light and 
hope to our community and to the world.

You’ve  probably  heard  me  say  this 
before. In fact, you’ve probably heard me 
say  this  so  many  times  that  you  could 
either say it back to me from memory or 
you could tune it out because it’s become 
so commonplace. But this is the animating 
vision of Church on the Hill. It reminds us 
of our identity as the body of Christ and 
also re-states our purpose to be a beacon of 
light and hope.

This is a large vision that will not be 
accomplished in any of our lifetimes. It is 
a vision that doesn’t take a break. Either 
we’re living into this vision or we’re not. 
A light  is  either  on  or  it’s  off  (or  yes, 
sometimes dimmed).  A light  that  shines 
brightly  both  shines  on  the  landscape 
around  it  but  also  invites  and  beckons 
others to come see from where the light is 
shining forth.

Visions  are  renewed  through 
commitments  being  passed  down  from 
one generation to the next in the forms of 
liturgies,  traditions,  events,  and customs. 
As we approach our 90-year anniversary, I 
am reminded of how indebted we are to 
previous  generations  of  Church  on  the 
Hill. The men and women of this church 
have, in this place, sought year after year, 
decade after decade, to live up to the name 
bestowed upon it. We are the Church on 

the Hill, a play on 
Jesus’ phrase of a 
‘city  upon a  hill.’ 
We  are  indebted 
to those who have 
served within the 
church,  gave 
g e n e r o u s l y , 

invested in  facilities,  looked towards the 
future,  loved  one  another,  served  in  the 
community  and  worked  their  jobs 
faithfully.  We  stand  in  the  long  line  of 
saints that God has called to this place.

How might we continue to live up to 
our name? How might we continue to live 
out  our  vision?  The  world  has  changed 
significantly since the Church on the Hill 
began to meet. But some things remain the 
same. Christ is the head of the church and 
the Lord of the universe. The same Spirit 
who  led  these  individuals  to  form  this 
church is the same Spirit who has raised 
up leaders, bestowed the fruit of the Spirit, 
and  been  present  at  the  baptisms  and 
ordinations  of  so  many  throughout  the 
years. This Spirit, who has faithfully been 
at  work  in  the  formation  of  this  church 
and its ongoing mission is the same Spirit 
who works in and through us today. We 
are not alone in this world is what Jesus 
assures  us:  “I  will  be  with  you  always, 
even  to  the  end  of  the  age.”  May  we 
humbly follow the Spirit who is still on the 
move  for  we  do  not  know  everything. 
May  we  faithfully  follow  the  Spirit  in 
obedience to our calling in order to be a 

beacon of light and hope. And may we be 
transformed by this Spirit  into vessels of 
God’s love, peace, justice and forgiveness.

Annual Meeting FAQs 
In the weeks after the annual meeting, I 

have  been  approached  by  a  number  of 
people with questions left  unanswered at 
the  meeting.  These  questions  pertain  to 
both the building projects proposed and the 
finances necessary to complete the projects. 
In  this  month’s  special  edition  article,  I 
hope to answer some of the most frequent 
questions I have heard from all of you.

Q:  Is  it  possible  for  us  to  do  the 
building project in phases? Do we have 
to do all the work at once? 

A: It is possible for us to do the projects 
in  phases  and  it  is  something  under 
consideration by the consistory. While our 
hope is for us to raise the full amount of 
money to pay for  all  of  the projects,  we 
also want  to  gauge how the fundraising 
efforts  go.  The  benefits  of  completing 
several  projects  at  once  include:  not 
needing  to  commission  architectural 
drawings  multiple  times  in  the  coming 
years;  not  having  to  re-open  walls  for 
wiring;  and  possibly,  to  have  the  mess 
sequestered  to  one  instance  instead  of 
multiple times in the years ahead.     (cont.)
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(cont. from pg. 1) 
Q: The amount you suggested the church raise is $250,000. 

What is the breakdown of the proposed building projects? Is 
this amount feasible for a congregation our size? 

A: The breakdown of the building projects are as follows: 
fire  alarm  system,  $120,000;  second-floor,  ADA  bathroom, 
$30,000;  Gessner  Hall  and  first  floor  restrooms,  $90,000-
$100,000;  architect  fees,  $13,000.  The  projects,  as  proposed, 
would cost just over $250,000.

In response to the second question, I have spoke with four 
different  fund-raising  firms.  All  of  them  told  me  the  same 
thing when it comes to capital campaigns—you can expect to 
raise between 1-½  and 2 times your annual giving. $250,000 
falls within that range for Church on the Hill.

Q: How do you expect our congregation to come up with 
an extra $250,000 this fall?

A: While the capital campaign will launch this fall, we do 
not expect the full $250,000 to be raised this fall.  The capital 
campaign will be a time for us to pledge money that will be 
given over the next three years. For example, if I pledged $6,000 
this fall, I would commit myself to giving an additional $2,000 
per year to the church over the next three years. 

In the meantime, the consistory has agreed to take out a 
loan in the amount of $225,000 from the Church Growth Fund 
of the Reformed Church in America. This is a low-interest loan 
offered to churches undertaking building projects.  We hope 
that the loan and its interest will be paid in full three years 
after the capital campaign pledges are fulfilled. 

Q: Are all these projects necessary?
A: The installation of a fire alarm system is necessary for the 

church in order that we can be insured. So, yes, about one half of 
the project is required for us to keep operating as a congregation. 
The other projects (the bathrooms and Gessner Hall) are to assist 
us in our ministry of hospitality to the community. Our building 
is beginning to show its age and some spaces, specifically our 
restrooms, are not available to all people. Church on the Hill is a 
warm, hospitable congregation and we seek to be that both in 
our  relationships  and  in  the  space  that  we  provide  to  the 
community.  My  hope  is  that  the  renovations  will  help  us 
continue to warmly welcome our neighbors into our spaces that 
they may discover the grace of Jesus, community, and a place of 
sanctuary for many years.

On a related note, there have been questions about the new 
Sunday School flooring in the education wing on the second 
floor.  The  floors  have  already  been  paid  for  in  full  by  a 
generous  donor  and  are  not  connected  to  these  building 
renovations and fundraising. 

GRACE & PEACE, PASTOR BLAINE

From the Intern’s Desk 
This summer, our sermon series at Church on 

the Hill  will  follow the Old Testament prophets. 
These  men  and  women  in  scripture  are  often 
overlooked or labeled irrelevant. Like dusty boxes in an attic, 
their stories are left unopened and we forget about them. 

But to forget about the prophets is to close our ears and our 
hearts to the word of God. The prophets were bearers of God’s 
word to God’s people. They reminded people of who they were 
and whose they were: the beloved of God. The reminder the 
prophets proclaimed came wrapped in different packaging. At 
times, the reminder came in gentle tenderness. At other times, 
the reminder came with a stern rebuke.  Like sandpaper,  the 
word God spoken through prophets was shaping. It reshaped 
lives  to  stream towards devout  worship,  acts  of  justice,  and 
generous living. God could not allow his beloved to participate 
in systems of injustice, exploitation, and oppression.

God still  speaks through the prophets to us today.  God’s 
word is living and active; the message never ceases or grows 
irrelevant.  At  times  it  comes  to  us  wrapped  in  gentle 
tenderness; at other times it comes to us wrapped as reshaping 
rebuke. The heart of God’s message, whatever the packaging, is 
love. As a loving parent, God comforts, guides, and leads us 
back  to  our  identity  as  God’s  beloved.  The  prophets  are  a 
manifestation of this love of God to the world.

STACEY DUENSING
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COTH Consistory:  REV. BLAINE D. CRAWFORD, MINISTER AND PRESIDENT, MARION KOPKO, VICE PRESIDENT

ELDERS:  JUDIE KELLAWAY • MARION KOPKO • DORIS KRSNAK • PAMELA LOPEZ • GERRY MENDLER • SARAH WHITE
DEACONS:  KRYSTAL ANDALUZ • EMERSON CHEN • JAYNE HALLEY • GINA LOMBARDO • IRMA SCHUBERT • CONNIE THORSEN

Dates Upcoming Sermons Scriptures

July 3 Satisfying our Hungry Souls Jeremiah 2:4-13
John 4:1-15

July 10 Children of the Living God Hosea 1:2-10
Luke 11:1-13

July 17 God of Wrath? Hosea 11:1-11
Luke 12:13-21

July 24 Just Worship Amos 8:1-12
Luke 10:38-42

July 31 The Colors of Worship, the Colors 
of the Heart

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Luke 12:32-40

SUMMER WORSHIP 
10:00 AM 

Through Labor Day, 
September 4



Ridder Church Renewal 
In the June Beacon, you heard from team member Sue 

Nicholas,  who reflected upon the retreat  the Ridder team 
just attended. In this month’s special edition of the Beacon, 
I'm  inviting  you  to  share  in  some  of  the  homework  the 
Ridder team is doing. Below is a sampling of some of the 
work the group is doing right now.

Re-Imagining the World 

in God’s Image 
Jesus  came proclaiming that  the  kingdom of  God had 

drawn near and was now among us. His life and ministry 
are  signs  and  foretastes  of  this  kingdom.  How  did  Jesus 
demonstrate  in  his  life  and  through  his  words  that  the 
kingdom of God had drawn near?

The call of the Christian is to re-imagine the world as if 
the kingdom of God has drawn near and is among us. What 
does such a world look like? What does it mean for God’s 
new world, the new heavens and the new earth, to begin to 
take root in this world? The call of the Christian will require 
imagination.

Old  Testament  scholar  Walter  Brueggemann  suggests 
that the world we live in with its comforts and goods can 
blind us to all the things in this world that are still unjust 
and  unfair  and  inhumane.  Our  comfort  lulls  us  into 
believing that this world is as good as it gets and that God’s 
new world is such a foreign concept that there’s no way that 
it  could  be  a  part  of  this  current  reality.  Brueggemann 
writes; “The key pathology of our time, which seduces us 
all,  is the reduction of the imagination so that we are too 
numbed, satiated,  and co-opted to do serious imaginative 
work.” The good life can be the very thing that inhibits us 
from hoping for and living for God’s new world. Campus 

minister  Brian  Walsh,  who  works  at  the  University  of 
Toronto, following up on Brueggemann’s thoughts, writes, 
“If  this is  true,  then the primal responsibility of Christian 
proclamation is  to  empower  the  community  to  reimagine 
the world as if Christ, and not the powers, were sovereign.” 
Walsh continues, “The point is to so immerse ourselves in 
the Scriptures, so indwell their narrative, be so permeated 
by  their  images,  that  our  imagination  is  transformed 
according to  the  image of  Christ.”  The Scriptures  are  the 
means by which we can imagine God’s new world and then, 
re-imagine our world in light of God’s desires.

While Scripture does not give us a definitive outline, it 
does provide images and stories about what the kingdom of 
God—this new world—looks like.  We find many of  these 
glimpses of God’s new world in the book of Isaiah (an Old 
Testament prophet) and in the book of Revelation (a New 
Testament ‘prophet’ of God).

Below are some passages that speak of God’s world—the 
first  creation  in  Genesis—but  also  some  other  passages, 
painting broad strokes for us to imagine what God’s new 
world  will  be  like.  These  passages  are  not  necessarily 
descriptive or prescriptive, they are the seeds of imagining 
God’s new world. I encourage you to join us in imagining 
God's new world.

GENESIS 1-3 ISAIAH 25:1-10
ISAIAH 61:1-11 ISAIAH 65:17-25
MATTHEW 5-7 REVELATION 19:1-10
REVELATION 21:1-8, 15-27 REVELATION 22:1-7; 17

Food For Kids Ministry 
Every Friday during the school  year,  15 sacks of 

groceries are delivered to a school in southeast Queens 
for families in need.

EACH SACK WILL CONTAIN:
1 can beans (red or black) 1 lb. rice
2 cans vegetables 1 can fruit
1 lb. pasta 1 can pasta sauce
1 box macaroni and cheese 1 jar (plastic) jelly
1 jar (plastic) peanut butter 1 loaf of bread

1 box cereal (family size)
Donations  of  the  above  sack  items  as  well  as 

monetary donations will be gratefully received.
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Food for Kids
Ministry

Food for Kids
Ministry

BARGAIN BOUTIQUE 
Is closed for the summer. 

Please hold your donations  
until August 15. 

Thank you for your support!



Page � The Beacon July Special Edition4

JULY 25-29, 2016
9:30 AM—1 PM
NEW FRIENDS
WILD GAMES
GOOFY SKITS

SCIENCY-FUN GISMOS
AMAZING BIBLE ADVENTURES

FUN SONGS
…BEST WEEK EVER!

Vacation 
Bible 

School 
2016

Registration forms  
are in the church office!

Closing Ceremony  
Friday, July 29  
from 12-1 PM

All are 
Invited!

LOCATION: CHURCH ON THE HILL 
167-07 35TH AVENUE 
FLUSHING, NY 11358 

(718) 358-3671 

FEE: $40 PER CHILD  
(INCLUDES A T-SHIRT AND DAILY SNACK) 
CHECKS PAYABLE TO CHURCH ON THE HILL 
REGISTER BY JULY 8TH.


