
From the Pastor’s Desk 
This summer, the Bible Study group 

is  studying  Paul’s  first  letter  to  the 
Thessalonian church.  In the letter,  Paul 
commends the church for their “work of 
faith and labor of love and steadfastness 
of  hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”  The 
Thessalonian church is  under intense persecution.  In fact, 
Paul and his colleagues fled for their lives when they were 
last in Thessalonica. But in the midst of this struggle, these 
early  Christians  are  living a  life  of  faith,  love,  and hope. 
You’re probably familiar with this triad from another one of 
Paul’s writings. In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul writes, “And now 
faith, hope, and love remain, these three; and the greatest of 
these is love. 

As you probably know, Andrew Andela announced his 
retirement  in  July.  We  are  now  entering  into  a  time  of 
transition in our life together. For almost thirty years, Andy 
has been a constant presence, sharing his gifts for ministry 
with this congregation. It will be rather strange this fall to 
see somebody else playing the organ. Transitions, big and 
small, are always a challenge to us. They reveal to us who 
we  really  are.  My desire  for  the  church  is  for  us  to  live 
through  this  transition  filled  with  faith,  hope,  and  love. 
Transitions  can  spawn  grief,  anger,  and  disappointment. 
Transitions  can  be  frustrating  and  tiring.  Transitions  can 
cause fear about the future. But what if we approached this 
transition with faith, love, and hope? In the midst of this 
transition, will faith, love, and hope be revealed among us?

Faith, hope, and love are not just inner dispositions or 
feelings. Faith, hope, and love are commitments to action. 
Paul draws this out in his description from 1 Thessalonians: 
“work  of  faith  and  labor  of  love  and  steadfastness  of 
hope” (emphasis mine). Faith, hope, and love are not always 
easy  to  live  out  in  our  lives.  They  will  take  effort  and 

diligence. But they spawn from our identification of being 
in Christ. For in Christ, we receive the gift of faith, hope, 
and love. And in Christ, we are able to be guided by this 
holy  triad of  faith,  hope,  and love.  We can live  by faith, 
knowing that God doesn’t just have the whole world in his 
hands, but also Church on the Hill. We can live with hope, 
trusting that God will lead us and carry us into the future, 
even if it’s not apparent to us. We can live in love, caring for 
one  another  and  expressing  our  love  in  tangible  actions, 
even when our anxiety is high or we are filled with grief.

Just  as  the  faith,  hope,  and  love  of  the  Thessalonians 
resounded  through  the  countryside  (1  Thessalonians  1:8), 
may  our  faith,  hope,  and  love  reverberate  through  the 
church  and  through  our  community  during  this  time  of 
transition.

GRACE & PEACE, PASTOR BLAINE

Andrew Andela  
Retiring  

  On July  12,  Director  of  Music, 
Andrew  Andela,  announced  his 
retirement to the choir and to the 
consistory. For almost thirty years 

under Andy’s leadership, the choir has wonderfully led us 
in  worshipping  and  praising  God  on  Sunday  mornings. 
Andy will continue to play through the end of August. 

This September, a retirement celebration will be held in 
Andy’s honor. Thank you Andy for sharing your gifts and 
your presence with Church on the Hill!
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From the Intern’s Desk 
   “First impressions matter.” At least that is 
what I have been told.
  In  my  family,  I  am  known  as  “the 
traveler”. I  have lived in Iowa, Louisiana, 
Alabama,  Michigan,  and  Colorado  and 

whenever I arrive in a new place, my family eagerly asks: 
“What’s it like? What was your first impression?”

Time  and  experience  have  taught  me  that  first 
impressions do matter. In fact, first impressions often are a 
window into the heart of a place. This is not always true, but 
I  found it  to be true of  Church on the Hill.  Over the six 
weeks I have spent among you this far, my first impressions 
of Church on the Hill have re-proven themselves.

As  you  have  welcomed  me  into  the  family  of  your 
congregation,  I  would  like  to  invite  you  into  a  practice 
usually occupied only by my own family:  the practice of 
sharing  "first  impressions.”  Here  are  a  few  brief  “first 
impressions” of Church on the Hill.

A Community of Welcome 
I walked into my first Sunday at Church on the Hill and 

instantly felt at home. Person after person approached and 
greeted  me  even  though  I  was  yet  a  stranger  to  your 
community. But you displayed to me the radical hospitality 
of the Body of Christ, in which there is no "stranger" but all 
are called "sister"  or "brother".  You asked about my story 
and shared with me your own. Thank you for this incredible 
gift. 

As I talked with you and heard your stories, I found that 
many  of  you  became  members  of  Church  on  the  Hill 
because you also felt  welcomed into this church.  Perhaps 
your first Sunday here someone greeted you and insisted 
you come to coffee hour. Perhaps you found community in 
the choir. Or, perhaps you were welcomed to help in an area 
of outreach. I have enjoyed hearing your stories of how this 
community embraced you and welcomed you.

Worship 
By the  way a  church worships,  one  can often  catch  a 

glimpse of what a church believes and holds most dear. At 
Church  in  the  Hill,  I  hear  through  your  worship  the 
centrality  of  God's  Word  spoken:  in  song,  reading  of 
scripture,  and preaching.  Secondly,  I  see  that  prayer  is  a 
cornerstone of your community: offering to God in petition 
and a  declaration of  trust  the  concerns  for  your  families, 
community,  nation,  and  world.  Finally  I  see  how  your 
worship together on Sunday mornings undergirds the grow 
of those attending. Within my first several weeks with you 
we celebrated children's Sunday, confirmation, inviting new 
members,  and  the ordination of an elder.  Thank you for 
being a congregation who worships 

Outward Love 
From  Food  for  Kids  to  the  Women's  Shelter  I  have 

witnessed the radical hospitality of your congregation move 
out of the Sunday morning hour and beyond your physical 
holding.

STACEY DUENSING

Building Updates 
You may have noticed some work being done around the 

church recently. Thanks to a generous donation, the floors of 
the  Sunday  school  wing  have  been  replaced.  New 
landscaping has been done by the sanctuary doors. A new 
sewer pipe was installed at the parsonage to replace the 
broken one.  A number of sidewalk squares will be fixed or 
replaced.
At the writing of 

this  newsletter, 
the church awaits 
our  permit  from 
the city for the fire 
alarm system. The 
building  was 
tested for asbestos 
and  thankfully, 
none  was  found. 
Once  the  permit 
h a s  b e e n 
procured,  the 
plans  for  the  fire 
alarm system will 
be  finalized  and 
the  work  will  be 
set to begin.
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BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesday evenings–7:30 PM 

Through August 17 
Folensbee Lounge



Ridder Church Renewal 

Have  you  ever  thought  about  what  God  wants  your 
future to look like? If you had to put that vision for your life 
down in words on paper right now, could you? What are the 
core  values  that  you  live  by?  What  are  the  unshakeable 
convictions  that  inform your  actions  and the  choices  you 
make? Can you list those values off the top of your head?

This  month  as  part  of  the  Ridder  Church  Renewal 
process,  the  people  who  make  up  our  group  have  been 
working on our own individual answers to those questions. 
If you feel pretty confident about formulating responses to 
them, I envy you! I find that the fast pace of daily life and 
endless  to-do  lists  can  sometimes  make  the  reflection 
required by questions like these fairly difficult. At our last 
meeting, one of my fellow group members remarked to me 
how “valuable a trait self-awareness can be.” I think that’s 
very true, and part of what the renewal process seems to be 
about is heightening our awareness; of what has shaped our 
lives, of the dynamics of the relationships within our church 
community,  and  of  the  role–right  now  as  well  as  in  the 
future–of our church in the world.

Contemplating  big  questions,  engaging  in  meaningful 
reflection,  becoming  more  self-aware–these  are  all  things 
that  we  learn  and  train  ourselves  to  do.  They  don’t, 
unfortunately,  just  come  naturally.  One  of  my  favorite 
hymns is  “Come Thou Fount of  Every Blessing”–some of 
you may be familiar with how it begins:

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace
Streams of mercy never ceasing
Call for songs of loudest praise

Teach me some melodious sonnet
Sung by flaming tongues above

Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it
Mount of Thy unchanging love

When I sing those words, I think about what it means to 
ask God to tune our hearts and teach us music that would 
allow us to fully convey our thankfulness to Him. Like the 
author  of  these  words,  I  know  that  no  such  “melodious 
sonnet”  exists,  in  our  world  at  least,  that  could  properly 
express our gratitude for God’s grace and mercy. But I like 
the idea of striving to learn one anyway, of the meaning that 
comes from that process.

As our Ridder group works to answer the questions I 
posed to you above,  and as all  of  us endeavor to discern 
what  God  wants  for  our  lives,  I  find  myself  extremely 
grateful to be doing that in the context of our loving church 
community,  that  has  raised me to  appreciate  the life-long 
process of learning and growing as a Christian. As I write 
this, I can’t help but think about how Andy Andela taught 
me  to  worship  through  singing,  starting  when  I  was  six 
years  old.  Or  how  being  a  part  of  Cherub,  Junior,  and 
Handbell  Choirs  under  his  direction  shaped  me  and  my 
faith. Or how often a wonderful piece sung by the choir, or 
an awe-inspiring postlude, or the organ really kicking in on 
the last verse of a favorite hymn has filled me with joy on a 
Sunday  morning.  When  I  think  about  pondering  the 
daunting questions of  God’s  plan for  me,  for  our church, 
and  for  our  world,  and  the  process  of  learning  how  to 
articulate answers to them, I am heartened by all that people 
in the church like Mr. Andela have done to fix my eyes–and 
those  of  so  many  others–in  the  right  direction,  on  God’s 
unchanging love.

JEN HOPPER

Capital Campaign 
In October and November, the capital campaign to fund 

the building projects will be conducted. Over the course of 
several weeks, the church will  be invited into a period of 
intentional  prayer,  focused  devotion,  and  spirit-filled 
discernment. 

At the end of this time, on Stewardship Sunday, you will 
be  asked  to  make  your  pledges  for  the  upcoming  year’s 
operating  budget  as  well  as  your  pledges  for  the  capital 
campaign for  the  building.  You will  not  be  asked to  pay 
your pledge in full at the start (although you can if you wish). 

Pledges for the capital campaign will be fulfilled over a 
three year period.
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Intended for congregations committed to making deep 
change to reach God’s preferred future, Ridder Church 
Renewal is an intensive, two-year process that includes 
leadership development for pastors and a team of six lay 
leaders from their church.

COTH Consistory:  REV. BLAINE D. CRAWFORD, MINISTER AND PRESIDENT, MARION KOPKO, VICE PRESIDENT

ELDERS:  JUDIE KELLAWAY • MARION KOPKO • DORIS KRSNAK • PAMELA LOPEZ • GERRY MENDLER • SARAH WHITE
DEACONS:  KRYSTAL ANDALUZ • EMERSON CHEN • JAYNE HALLEY • GINA LOMBARDO • IRMA SCHUBERT • CONNIE THORSEN



Bargain Boutique 
Thrift Shop 

Clothing, Books 
Kitchenware 

Toys, Bric-a-brac: 
You name it, we have it! 

Open  
Thursdays andSaturdays  

10 AM – 1 PM

Depot FURNITURE LTD. 
MAKE YOUR HOME A HAVEN 
• LIVING ROOM 
• DINING ROOM 
• BEDROOM 
• HOME OFFICE 
• OUTDOOR

27-04 FRANCIS LEWIS BLVD., FLUSHING, NY  11358 

[P] (718) 353-6001 [WEB] ENERGIZEDREALTYGROUP.COM 

[F] (718) 353-4202 [EMAIL] GARY@ENERGIZEDREALTYGROUP.COM

Gary LiBert 
Broker | Owner

CHRISTIAN R. ZIMMER
D.D.S.

(718) 961-2274
35-05 161st Street

Flushing, NY  11358

MARINO BROTHERS SUPERMARKET 
“CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS” 

• FEATURING GOURMET ITALIAN SPECIALTY ITEMS • 

• DOMESTIC AND IMPORTED CHEESES • 

• BOAR’S HEAD COLD CUTS • 

• GIFTS AND FRUIT BASKETS • 

163-07 29TH AVENUE FLUSHING, NY  11358 

PHONE: (718) 539-4078 FAX: (718) 539-3518

LLOYD FUNERAL HOME
E S T .  1 9 3 4

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S
( 7 1 8 )  2 2 9 - 2 4 2 0

2 1 4 - 4 3  T H I R T Y - N I N T H  A V E N U E

B AY S I D E ,  N E W  Y O R K   11 3 6 1

J O H N  S .  P O S S E N R I E D E
1 9 4 5 - 2 0 0 2

Providing Services to Our Families for over 100 years 
36-46 Bell Blvd. (718) 428-2210
Bayside, NY  11361
149-20 Northern Blvd. (718) 359-6300
Flushing, NY  11354
10-25 150th Street (718) 359-1122
Whitestone, NY  11357

Our Services Provided in All Areas 
www.gleasonsfuneral.com gleasonfh@aol.com

A COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE FACILITY 

 [P] 718 321-2701	 123-11 18TH AVE. 
 [F] 718 321-2702	 COLLEGE POINT, NY 11356 

DANNY MAHER’S  
CLEARVIEW TIRE AND AUTO 
YOUR ONE-STOP-COMPLETE  

AUTO SERVICE FACILITY! 
FREE PICK-UP AND DELIVERY

CLEARVIEW AUTO

Darrin Schafer 
NYC Licensed Master Plumber 1345
NYC Licensed Master Fire Suppression Piping Contractor 779-B

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY  11385
Phone: (718) 850-0700 • Fax (718) 850-9485
eMail: darrin@jdmasters.com

• Planting • Gutter Cleaning
• Shrubs •Railroad Ties
• Tree Work • Friendly Service

ARNOLDO’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

Free Estimates

Official Landscaper for Phone: (718) 463-7829
The Church On The Hill Cell: (917) 337-4062

Northern Floor Covering

Carpet - Tile - Linoleum - Laminate
Residential & Commercial

  JIM FRASER 171-50 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY  11358

Gemma Courtade Schiffman 
t: (718) 224-6667 • f: (718) 224-4473 

25-37 Francis Lewis Blvd. 
Flushing, NY  11358 

Reasonable Prices • 4th Generation Family Business

Frederick Funeral Home
(718) 357-6100             [fax] (718) 357-3506

Quinn-Fogarty Funeral Home
(718) 353-5166

192-15 Northern Boulevard
Flushing, NY  11358

This Firm is Owned by a Subsidiary of Service Corporation International
1929 Allen Parkway, Houston, TX  77019  (713) 525-5141

Dignity

BRENNAN INDUSTRIES 
149-48 Cross Island Pkwy 

Whitestone, NY 11357 
Sean Brennan 

General Contractor 

Phone: 917-709-1301 
Fax: 718-767-2257 

Email: Brennannyind@Aol.Com 
Bathroom And Kitchen Remodeling 

Painting • Floors 
Windows Installation 
Licensed And Insured 

NYC H.I.C. Lic#1314919

Tel (718) 358-4100
Fax (718) 358-9605

Leo Brother’s Collision, Inc. 
Anthony & Ralph  (718) 886-4421 

FAX: (718) 353-8161 
Expert Collision & Painting 
Insurance Work & Estimates 
Oven Bake Paint Jobs 

email: leobrothers@verizon.net NY Reg. #R7075194 
189-12 39th Avenue 
Flushing, NY  11358 

For 24-Hour Towing Only… Call (888) MGM-TOWS

http://www.clearviewtire.com
mailto:BrennanNYInd@aol.com
mailto:darrin@jdmasters.com
mailto:gary@energizedrealtygroup.com
mailto:leobrothers@verizon.net
mailto:leobrothers@verizon.net
mailto:gary@energizedrealtygroup.com
mailto:gleasonfh@aol.com
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mailto:BrennanNYInd@aol.com
http://www.clearviewtire.com
mailto:darrin@jdmasters.com

