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BELONGING
Q: What is your only comfort in life and in death?
A: That I am not my own, but belong – body and soul,
in life and in death – to my faithful Savior, Jesus
Christ. 
He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious
blood, and has set me free from the tyranny of the
devil.  He also watches over me in such a way that not
a hair can fall from my head without the will of my
Father in heaven; in fact, all things must work
together for my salvation.  Because I belong to him,
Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life
and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready
from now on to live for him. 

HEIDELBERG CATECHISM 1

This year marks the 450TH anniversary of the Heidelberg
Catechism, a summary of our Biblical faith and hallmark of
Reformed Christianity.  It aims to teach the Church’s doctrine
in a question and answer format as well as serve as a core 
governing document, for most Reformed churches, including
the Reformed Church in America.  But it is perhaps the first
question and answer of the Heidelberg, beyond issues of 
doctrine and governance, that most succinctly and preciously
confesses what it is we believe: that we belong to God in
Christ Jesus.

Now, I get that “belonging” may carry with it various
connotations, levels of commitments and meanings, certain
responsibilities and benefits.  For instance one may belong to
a particular group, political party, social club, fraternal 
organization, vocational meeting, etc., each with its own 
significance and purpose, and often employing the language of
member or membership.  For instance I just discovered this
past weekend that a certain global Scandinavian furniture store
now has a family membership program, apparently helpful if
you are a large purchaser of meatballs. 

But belonging in the Christian way – as expressed in the
Heidelberg and lived out in the Church – is different, both
unique and broader.  Maybe the closest we come to fully
grasping the meaning is the use of familial terms, like when the
Apostle Paul says in Romans 8 that we are children of God,
such that we can call God Abba (Daddy).  We’ve received a
spirit of adoption into God’s family.  That even the Holy Spirit

testifies to this new reality, “we are children of God, and if
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ...” 

We belong to God.  And by further Holy Spirit 
implications, to one another, the Church.  This is why – as was
recently discussed at the Consistory training meeting – we in
the Reformed church don’t necessarily have specific 
godparents when we celebrate the sacrament of baptism.
Because we believe so fully about belonging to God and its
implication that we belong to one another, in baptism, the
entire congregation becomes the “godparent” who is to walk
with the child sharing our faith so that one day she or he will
publicly profess Christ as Lord.  That’s a big deal, friends!
Belonging brings with it a great invitation in following Christ
and living out God’s reign in the world. 

But I share this word of belonging specifically with you,
Church on the Hill, to remind you that you belong to our
faithful Saviour Jesus Christ.  And that you belong to one
another.  

This is both an exciting and challenging time during this
period without a called pastor. It’s an opportunity for you to
take stock of your spiritual resources and to respond in faith in
ways that might be unexpected, to grow, and to seek where
God is leading. 

I am honored to have been appointed by the Classis of
Queens as your supervising minister, working alongside your
Consistory and the search committee, as you journey forward.
You have good people in place and they have already done
much and will continue to rise to the challenge they’ve been
given.  And while it can at times be an anxious spell in the life
of a congregation, be reminded that all things must work
together for good.

Please know also that you are regularly lifted up in prayer
by your sisters and brothers at Trinity.

IN CHRIST’S GRACE AND PEACE,
PASTOR TOM

The Rev. Thomas C. Goodhart serves as the Pastor of Trinity
Reformed Church of Brooklyn in Ridgewood, Queens.  Trinity
has a vibrant Vacation Bible School each summer and for some
years now, we at COTH have partnered with them in sharing
resources and materials.  Pastor Tom has also previously served as
the President of the Classis of Queens.
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MUSIC NOTES
Our choirs are off to a great start for

the new season.  Our services of worship
will continue to be enhanced by the 
beauty and inspiration of their music.

The Chamber Choir will present a thirty-minute concert on
Sunday, October 27.  The program for this concert will center
around poetry set to music; some sacred and some secular.  Plan
now to be present for this.

Our Junior Choir program has been incorporated into the
Sunday School.  Each Sunday morning, fifteen minutes is being
given to Junior Choir rehearsal.  So far, it has been great.
Beginning in October, the Junior Choir will sing at worship on
the third Sunday of each month.

Keep our choirs in your prayers, as they continue to give of
their time and talents to the worship of our church.

ANDREW ANDELA

WELCOME TO THE 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR!! 
The Toddlers, Nursery and Pre-K students have settled into

their new classrooms.  The hallways are decorated with the chil-
dren's beautiful artwork. 

We have a few openings in our afternoon Toddler and
Nursery programs.  For information, please contact the Nursery
School office (718) 539-0732. 

REGINA SCHAFER, DIRECTOR

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Looking around during yesterday’s Church service, I was

happy again to be among my Church family after being away all
summer.  We are a family and now more than ever, as we search
for a new leader, we need to look to each other for love and 
support.  It is my wish that we all practice Cong Care, as we
affectionately call what my committee does.  There is much to be
done, calls to be made, visits to be made, it is unending.  

Many of our members are elderly and live alone – the rest is
up to you all.  I think constantly of who may need something,
who has been forgotten and I’m sure it happens.  Let’s try and
dedicate ourselves to the needs of our fellow COTH family.

Blessings to all.
JOAN WERBEL

WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN CIRCLE (WCC)
We have a brand new innovation by Carol Carlin that has

popped into our November 16, Harvest Festival’s Country
Store.  We will now feature home made frozen dinners, chilies,
sauces, soups, etc. to be taken home and enjoyed by all.  We ask
you to be active participants by sharing your culinary endeavors
and adding to this new venture.  

Please contact Carol at (718) 539-2978 for ideas, delivery
dates, and containers.  This new venture will be only as good as
you make it.  We thank you all for your generous interest and
support.

Lynn Lauterbach is busy fashioning her ever so popular 
raffle baskets.  She welcomes all items that will fit her theme 
oriented baskets, i.e. Spa Pleasures, Pets and Paws, A Night by
the Fireside, Garden and Gro, Morning Interlude, Dinner Italian
Style, Take Tea and See, and so many, many more surprisingly
wonderful baskets.  Call Lynn at (718) 225-9166 to see how you
can add to this amazingly popular raffle.

Let us not forget our delicious home baked pastry sale.  Irma
most thankfully accepts all contributions and is always happy to
see more pies and cakes at her Patisserie Table.

On October 19, we are especially delighted to have a 
program given by our parishioner, Capt. Bill Toy who will 
present a most interesting program on the history and workings
and missions of the air patrol which began before Pearl Harbor.
His presentation will include films and slides.

We feel that the men will be just as equally interested in this
program as the women, so we invite both to our luncheon at
1:00 PM with the program following on October 19, in Gessner
Hall.  We ask that you let Nina know the extra amount of men
and friends who intend to come, as our chef can become most
“prickly” when he/she doesn’t have the precise count when it
comes to “plating’’ the luncheon.

See you October 19, and bring your men!!!
NINA KNESE PROSCHEL

SEARCH COMMITTEE
The Search Committee is continuing a series of small group

meetings to explore and discuss the desires of our congregation
in choosing a new Pastor.  All members, and many friends of
COTH, are invited to participate.  Some of the questions asked
are:  Why do you come to Church on the Hill -- what draws you here?
What do you think are our strengths?  What are some programs you
would like to see?  What are some characteristics you would like to
see in our next Pastor?

We encourage everyone to participate.  It is crucial that the
committee reads the true pulse of our community so that we can
call the best of what is sure to be a roster of interested ministers.
Rev. Meyers was so very hard-working and influential in the RCA
General Synod Council and Queens Classis that we are now a
well-known and highly regarded congregation.  Many ministers
are waiting to hear more about us, but we need your input to fin-
ish our Church Profile.

Meetings are every other Sunday after church, and last for an
hour or so.  If you have not yet heard from us, you may contact
the church office to let us know that you are interested.

MAUREEN SAEPIA-CHEN AND GARY LIBERT, CO-CHAIRS

GLENN ALAMILLA MARY BOW SALLY ANN CASTLE

DANA CHAN RAY DURNEY NINA PROSCHEL

STEVE SARRAN SARAH WHITE
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73RD ANNUAL

MEN’S COMMUNION BREAKFAST

Sunday, October 27, 2013 

9:30 AM - Breakfast - Gessner Hall 
11:00 AM - Service of Worship 

Reservations are taken after the church service 
on Sundays in October or you may call the 

church office  (718) 358-3671.

http://www.churchonthehill.org/music
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MASONIC SAFETY IDENTIFICATION

PROGRAM
For all ages!  It creates a personal profile that can aid 

identification and recovery of missing children and adults.  You
take the profile with you.  No information is kept or stored.

There is no charge for this program which will be available
to all at the Harvest Festival on November 16.

GERRY MENDLER

MEMORIAL AND SPECIAL GIFTS
The Church on the Hill received the following donations to

the special funds in the month of September, 2013

ROSE GARDEN MEMORIAL FUND

In memory of Sandeep Edward

by Brenda, Justin, Joshua, Maureen and Diane

In memory of Ida Napoli

by Frank Napoli

VAN FUND

In appreciation of the Van Ministry

by Virginia Andrews

FOOD FOR KIDS FUND

In appreciation of the Food for Kids Ministry

by an anonymous donor

Georgette Markantonis 10/14

Richard Iovale 10/15

Catherine Doyle 10/26

Jayne Halley 10/27

Barbara Kopp 10/30

(If you don’t see your name, call the church office.)
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FINANCE

CHURCH ON THE HILL OPERATING ACCOUNT

2 MONTHS ENDED AUGUST 31, 2013
August Year to date Budgeted

Receipts $24,608.33 $46,788.33 $365,000.00
Expenses 22,990.37 45,795.03 386,100.00
Net $  1,617.96 $    993.30

We have started the new year off under budget in both
revenue and expense, although not by the same percentage.
Attendance held fairly steady over the summer and we now
have almost everyone back, which is great.

It is now time for us to get involved, and to that end we
are having Volunteer Sunday on October 20, after church.
We need your help in a choir, on committees, with coffee
hours, luncheons, Sunday School, as a van driver, with the
homeless shelter, greeting, ushering, outreach, Bargain
Boutique, Children and Worship, just to name a few things
but certainly not all. 

We are truly in need of your help, not just financially, but
physically and mentally and this is a chance to sign up to help
out and serve.  The church cannot run without people 
willing to give their time, treasure and talents. 

WE NEED YOU!
DORIS KRSNAK, FINANCE

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life
by what we give.”  WINSTON CHURCHILL

SUNDAY SCHOOL

COME JOIN US!!

Kindergarten - High School

Sunday mornings  9:30 AM -10:30 AM

September - June

*call church office for information (718) 358-3671

Reminder:
Auction 2014

Coming in January!

CHAMBER CHOIR CONCERT

On Sunday October 27, 2013 the Chamber
Choir returns with a concert of poems set to 
wonderful music.  The program includes both
sacred and secular works from some of our
favorite composers.

So on the 27th, after the worship at 11:00 AM,
remain in the Sanctuary for a free thirty-minute
concert.



YPF
On August 18, the Youth Group traveled to Washington

D.C. for a week-long mission trip, our sixth summer service trip.
There is simply no way we could embark on
these fantastic trips without our congregation
and wider church community.  You give us
spiritual, financial, and emotional support
and you have helped to raise an amazing
group of youth at the Church on the Hill.
We all learn from the ways that you model
service, giving, and faith to us throughout the
entire year.  Thank you so much for every-
thing!

We also need to thank our chaperones
this year, Trisha Ho and Steve Ho.  They have
been hugely generous with their time and in
their mentoring of our church’s youth, and a tremendous sup-
port system for our program over the years.  Their kindness,
patience, and enthusiasm make these trips run and we couldn’t
go on them without them.

Our week in D.C. gave us entirely new experiences in urban
ministry and service work!  Jen, John, Amanda, Tim, Katherine,
and Matt first worked at a furniture bank that helps people 

transitioning out of home-
less shelters obtain some
basic necessities for their
housing.  This involved a lot
of heavy furniture moving
and dusting, as well as help-
ing clients pack their items in
their vehicles.  Throughout
the week we also worked at
two organizations that pro-
vide meals and fellowship to
the homeless and hungry,
and we cooked and served
meals to dozens of people.
Trisha, Steve, Patrick,
George, Nico, and Christina
also helped prepare meals, at

one site for individuals liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS and at
another to be packed into
backpacks to be distributed
to children whose families
cannot afford many basic
food items.  Both of our
groups worked with an
organization that helps
aging folks in the D.C. area
maintain their property so
that they don’t face eviction
– those days entailed a great deal of outdoor weeding, pruning,
and mowing!

In addition to being sent out to these various work sites, on
Tuesday night hosting a dinner at the church we were staying at
for any homeless and hungry individuals who would like to
attend.  At first, these nights always start out a little awkwardly,
as people find a place to sit and try to strike up a conversation.
By the end of the evening, every single one of us had found some
remarkable people to talk to and exchange experiences with,
which caused us to reconsider some of our preconceived notions
about the homeless.  I think for many of us, this dinner was the
highlight of the entire week.

Along the way, we had some D.C.-related adventures like
missing our bus stop, trying to play Frisbee inside, and finding
some hidden treasures at the Lincoln Memorial.  We also cooked

our own meals each night, and discovered
some of our youth’s hidden talents for cook-
ing tacos, garlic bread, and sausage and pep-
pers!

We are fortunate as a church to have such
inspiring, energy-filled, loving young people
amongst us and I am so thrilled that I get to
spend time with them on a regular basis.  YPF
parents, thank you for all you have done to
raise such an awe-inspiring group!

Thank you everybody, for all your hard
work and support – another successful sum-

mer mission trip completed!  Can’t wait to see what will be up
next for us!

JEN HOPPER, YPF DIRECTOR
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DARRIN SCHAFER

NYC LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER 1345

NYC Licensed Master Fire Suppression Piping Contractor 779-B

JJDD
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, New York 11385
PHONE: (718) 850-0700 • FAX (718) 850-9485

EMAIL: darrin@jdmasters.com

LLOYD FUNERAL HOME
E S T.  1934

F U N E R A L D I R E C T O R S

(718) 229-2420
214-43 T H I RT Y-N I N T H AV E N U E

B AY S I D E,  N E W Y O R K 11361

JOHN S. POSSENRIEDE

1945-2002

AA BB FFlloorriisstt
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Official Florist for

Church On The Hill

Family Owned

162-24 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY  11358

(718) 762-2689

Eye Examination
by Appointment

Optical Prescriptions Filled
Contact Lenses Fitted

(718) 359-7505

Vincent’s
Opticians 

33-37 Francis Lewis Blvd.
Bayside, NY  11358

CHRISTIAN R. ZIMMER
D.D.S.

FAMILY DENTISTRY

(718) 961-2274
35-05 161st Street

Flushing, NY  11358

LEO BROTHER’S COLLISION, INC.
ANTHONY & RALPH (718) 886-4421

Expert Collision & Painting
Insurance Work & Estimates

Oven Baked Paint Jobs

189-12 39th Avenue
Flushing, NY  11358

For 24 Hour Towing Only…Call (718) 461-7300

For All Your Floral Needs
Special Occasions

Weddings - Funerals

NORTHERN FLOOR COVERING
Carpet - Tile - Linoleum - Laminate

Residential & Commercial

171-50 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, New York 11358

JIM FRASER

NY Reg. #R7049034

• Planting • Gutter Cleaning
• Shrubs • Railroad Ties
• Tree Work • Friendly Service

ARNOLDO’S
TREE SERVICE & LANDSCAPING

Free Estimates

Official Landscaper for Phone: (718) 463-7829
Church on the Hill Cell:   (917) 337-4062

MMaarriinnoo BBrrootthheerrss SSuuppeerrmmaarrkkeett
“Catering For All Occasions”

U Featuring Gourmet Italian Specialty ItemsU

U Domestic and Imported Cheeses U

U Boar's Head Cold Cuts U

U Gifts and Fruit Baskets U

163-07 29th Avenue Flushing, NY 11358
Phone: (718) 539-4078 Fax:  (718) 539-3518

Gary LiBert
Broker | Owner

27 -4 Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing, New York 11358

[p] 718 358-6000 [web] energizedrealtygroup.com

[f] 718 353-4202 [email] gary@energizedrealtygroup.com

TEL 718  358-4100
FAX 718  358-9605

CLEARVIEW AUTO
A COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE FACILITY

[P] 718 321-2701 123-11 18TH AVE.
[F] 718 321-2702 College Point, NY 

11356
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is your one-stop-complete 
Auto Service Facility!

Free Pick-up and Delivery
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36-46 Bell Blvd. (718) 428-2210

Bayside, NY  11361
149-20 Northern Blvd. (718) 359-6300

Flushing, NY  11354
10-25 150th Street (718) 359-1122

Whitestone, NY  11357

Our Services Provided in All Areas
www.gleasonsfuneral.com gleasonfh@aol.com

MILLENNIUM
PHYSICAL THERAPY

Theresa Alvizo, P.T.
Little Neck

(718) 428-9369
252-20 Northern Blvd, Suite 210

Little Neck, NY  11362

Richmond Hill
(718) 843-5987
131-10 Liberty Avenue

South Richmond Hill, NY 11419

http://gleasonsfuneral.com/index2.html
http://gleasonsfuneral.com/index2.html
http://clearviewtire.com/
http://energizedrealtygroup.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/j-d-masters-plumbing-&-heating-inc-
http://energizedrealtygroup.com/
http://clearviewtire.com/
http://northernfloorcoveringny.com/index.html

