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BECOMING FLESH
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we

have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace
and truth.

JOHN 1:14
Perched upon the roll top desk in my home study sits a

pair of klompen -- Dutch wooden shoes -- that will soon come
out and be put to use on the night before St. Nicholas Day
(Dec. 6), where it will hold a special gift the following day for
my buddy, Prince (my weimaraner).  This is how a visit from
Sinterklaas is celebrated and marked in the Goodhart house-
hold.  Following Thanksgiving it begins a month of holiday
celebrations and festivities.

I should note, to be fair, that maybe Sinterklaas doesn’t
bring gifts to pets in your home.  But in my home, dogs are
more than pets; they’re part of the family and are certainly rec-
ognized as such!  Call me sentimental, but that’s part and par-
cel of the holidays.

But only part!  
Sentiments are HUGE at holiday times in all their various

forms: sentimentality, sentimentalism, etc.  We associate cer-
tain emotions with a variety of elements connected to these
festive times.  For instance, certain foods have to be served
because of certain meanings we’ve placed on those foods.
Certain decorations have particular meanings because of
where or from whom they came.  Even our activities are
loaded with sentimentality. Think of it, this is the one time a
year when we “go caroling.”  Why is that?  We could enjoy
sharing music anytime, but something about the holidays and
the songs we sing make us all just a little sentimental and prod
us to this tradition.

Add to all this the memories that accompany these tradi-
tions, days, events, foods, music, items, gifts.  Filled with sen-
timentality! Because, somehow they connect us to our loved
ones and our emotions respond accordingly.

Sentiments are not bad and being sentimental is not nec-
essarily a negative.  Faith itself demands imagination, an appre-
ciation for mystery, and an emotional intelligence.  It would
do us all well to employ our emotional hearts along with our
reason and understanding.  No, indeed, sentimentality is not
all bad.  It is part of the holidays.  But only a part.

SS UUNN DD AAYY,,  DDEECC EE MM BBEE RR 11
First Sunday in Advent

Sunday School Advent Service - 9:30 AM
Service of Communion - 11:00 AM

SS UUNN DD AAYY,,  DDEECC EE MM BBEE RR 88
Second Sunday in Advent

Service of Worship - 11:00 AM
Chamber Choir Concert - 12:25 PM

SS UUNN DD AAYY,,  DDEE CCEE MM BB EERR 11 55
Third Sunday in Advent

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
White Christmas Service - 11:00 AM

Pageant of the Nativity
Presentation of the White Christmas Gifts

Pizza Dinner - 5:00 PM

Christmas Caroling - 6:00 PM

FF RR IIDD AAYY,,  DDEE CCEE MM BB EERR 22 00
Blue Christmas Service - 7:30 PM

Refreshments after in the Music Room
TT UU EESS DDAA YY,,  DDEECC EEMM BB EERR 22 44 --  CCHHRR IISS TTMM AASS EE VV EE

Children and Family Service - 5:30 PM
Candlelight Service - 8:00 PM

Wassail Hour - 9:00 PM

WW EEDDNN EESS DDAAYY,,  DDEECC EE MM BBEE RR 2255  -- CCHH RRIISS TT MM AASS DDAA YY

Service of Communion - 11:00 AM

(continued on page 2)
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Sometimes it seems to be the focus.  I’m afraid that if it
becomes the primary mode of our festivities and the dominant
approach to our celebrations, we miss out on a lot of what God
would have for us.  We miss the fullness of God’s story and
impact in our lives and world.

I am honoured that in my vocation people are sometimes --
not always but sometimes -- more honest with me, and then
maybe can be so with themselves.  We’ll be chatting, and its like
all of a sudden, emotions come spilling out.  Often it may be in
the form of tears.  Each person and their story, issues, and chal-
lenges are unique.  Still, this happens frequently, from both
“church folks” and those not part of the church -- and as I said
before, it’s part of my job as a pastor.  But it’s not about me;
rather I serve as an opportunity, if you will.  It speaks of a much
greater reality that needs to be said out loud.  People are hurt-
ing. We live in a world with much hurt and brokenness.

And it is to this reality, to this world, that God enters. 
During the holidays we often speak in metaphor, about light

shining into darkness, that a child shall lead them, and have all
sorts of sentimental associations of shepherds and angels.  All of
this is good and all, but it is only part.  The fullness of the mes-
sage of Christmas is the fleshiness of it all, that the Word becomes
flesh, that God becomes human, the incarnation -- flesh and
bone, blood, and (seriously) guts.

During Christmas we often concentrate on the Christmas
story from Luke, about how Mary and Joseph finding no room
at the inn laid their first born child in a manger -- an animal feed-
ing trough -- and how the shepherds having heard the message
from the angels of “good news of great joy for all the people”
hastily went to Bethlehem where they found the child as had
been told to them.  I imagine and implore you to imagine what
it would have been like, that scene, what they would have seen
and heard, and maybe even more so, smelled.  We so often set up
our beautiful nativity sets with manger and child, elaborate
crèches with Mary and Joseph, shepherds and (a bit too early)
magi.  And almost always the animals we figure were there as
well, sheep and donkey, maybe a cow and a camel. 

So if we do all this, picture that very first Christmas, I’d like
us to imagine the fullness of that scene.  I’d like us to read clear-
ly what is shared by the gospel writer Luke, and is explained by
the gospel writer John.  I want us to enter a scene where farm
animals have been fed, a scene where shepherds who work in the
fields long hours with little refinement, a scene where a very
young maiden has just given birth.  I’d like us to imagine the full-
ness of that experience, the joy and exhaustion, exhilaration and
filth, the peace and anxiety.  Bodily, can you imagine that?  What
do you smell and hear and see?  How do your feel?  What would
you feel if you were one of them?  Mary?  Or Joseph?  Or one of
the unnamed -- but still to this day talked about! -- shepherds?

Real people in a real world filled with beauty and broken-
ness, and as the Christmas carol goes, hopes and fears.  It is to
this world, our world, our beauty and brokenness that God
enters. Because people are hurting, the creation is longing, so
God comes to mend us, heal us, and bring us peace.  Christ
comes to renew creation.

Sentimentalism is fine and all, but Christmas is so much
more.  It’s about blood and sweat, tears and dirt, real life in a real
world, not sugar coated holiday treats.  A God in flesh and blood
who comes in Christ to bring good news for all the people.

Those klompen I will be putting out, came from my grand-
parents, and that is part of the sentimental reason I value them
so much, not just because Sinterklaas will leave my dog a treat in
them.  My grandfather got them in Holland following World War

II, Rotterdam to be precise.  They sat on a shelf in their dining
room for years, played with by us grandkids when we were
young.  Eventually I inherited them when they both passed away.
Sentiments I may connect to those shoes, but it’s not about the
shoes themselves, or even the memories they foster.  It’s about
the people, the flesh and blood who impacted my life.

May this Christmas and the entire holiday season be for you
filled with celebration and joyful memory-making.  And more so,
may we all experience the fullness of the good news for all peo-
ple that the angels announced, that the shepherds saw, and the
world received in the incarnation of Christ our Lord.  Happy
Holidays and Merry Christmas

IN CHRIST’S GRACE AND PEACE, PASTOR TOM

The Rev. Thomas C. Goodhart is the Pastor of Trinity
Reformed Church of Brooklyn in Ridgewood, Queens.  He has been
appointed by the Classis of Queens to serve as our Supervisor until
we have a permanent minister in place.  Pastor Tom will be 
leading our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
I'm back!!!  November notes were missed due to my hip

replacement on September 30TH.  I’m happy to report that I am
progressing well and loved all the cards, calls and visits I received
from COTH members.  That’s what a Church family does for
one another.  It is beyond fantastic!  Thanks to Nina and the
Congregational Care Committee for carrying on while I was
unable. 

BLESSINGS TO YOU ALL - JOAN WERBEL

MUSIC NOTES
Many thanks to the Junior Choir for

their beautiful singing on Sunday,
November 17.  We look forward to hear-
ing them again at the White Christmas
Service on December 15.

The Chamber Choir will present their next concert on
Sunday, December 8, at about 12:25 PM.  Music for Advent will
be the fare.  We hope to see you all there.

My wish for all of you is a blessed, healthy and happy season
of Advent and Christmas.  Plan to worship with us as we give
thanks to God for all of His gifts, especially the gift of His Son.

ANDREW ANDELA

CHURCH REGISTER

BIRTHS

Tyler Deremick was born on October 29, 2013 at North
Shore University Hospital in Manhasset, New York.  We congrat-
ulate his parents, Kimberly and Michael Deremick, brother,
Travis, grandmother, Nancy Savino and great-grandmother,
Norma Keller.  Our prayers are with this family as they share life
with Tyler as a gift from God.

Emma Grace DeMelo was born on November 1, 2013 at
North Shore University Hospital in Manhasset, New York.  We
congratulate her parents, Eric and Fanny DeMelo, 
grandparents, Brenda and Gabriel DeMelo and great-grandpar-
ents, Nina and Bill Proschel.  May God bless them and fill them
with his abundant love.
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MEMORIAL AND SPECIAL GIFTS
The Church on the Hill received the following donations to

the special funds in the month of November, 2013

VAN FUND

In appreciation of the Van Ministry
by Helga Brenner-Khan

Virginia Andrews
Joan Pearson

GENERAL OPERATING FUND

In appreciation of the Church on the Hill
by Hope Kingman

In memory of Nancy and Charles Nagle
by Charles Nagle, Jr.

In memory of Raymond Groll, Jr.
by Helen and Raymond Groll

FOOD FOR KIDS FUND

In appreciation of the Food for Kids Ministry
by Lombardo family
Anonymous Donor

ROSE GARDEN MEMORIAL FUND

In memory of Ida Napoli
by Frank Napoli

CHILDREN'S WINDOW FUND

In appreciation of Jerry Good
by Mary and James Purcell

HOMELESS SHELTER FUND

To support the Women’s Homeless Shelter at COTH
by The First Presbyterian Church of Whitestone

MUSIC FUND

In memory of Irma Kuntz
(mother of Connie Thorsen)

by the Chancel Choir
Jim and Sue Nicholas

Irma Matzke 12/19

M. Barbara Andrade 12/20

Kook Ryo 12/22

Sally Ann Castle 12/25

Donna Serra 12/25

(If you don’t see your name, call the church office.)

DD EE CCEE MM BBEE RR BBII RR TT HH DD AAYY SS

Auction 2014Auction 2014
Saturday, January 11, 2014
Viewing at 9:00 AM, 

Bidding begins at 10:00 AM. 
Every week a new item will be displayed on

our website: www.ChurchOnTheHill.org

DDEE CC EE MM BB EE RR BB II RRTT HH DD AA YY SS

FINANCE

CHURCH ON THE HILL OPERATING ACCOUNT

4 MONTHS ENDED OCTOBER 31, 2013
October Year to date Budgeted

Receipts $22,720.00 $93,503.31 $365,000.00
Expenses 25,785.43 94,298.96 386,100.00
Net $( 3,065.43) $(   795.65)

A third (33%) of the fiscal year has passed and revenue
from pledges and envelopes is at 24% and so is overall
expense.  Money from the Fall Festival is not reflected in these
figures.

Since this is the season of giving please consider a dona-
tion to an escrow fund in honor of someone special in your
life.  If you need a listing of the special funds please see me or
anyone on the finance committee and we will be happy to
help you.

Please pay the synodical and classical  assessment before
the end of December for calendar year 2013 if you have not
done so already.

The Annual Auction is fast approaching so bring in your
donations and mark your calendars – Saturday, January 11,
2014.  Hope to see you there!

We wish everyone a blessed and peaceful Christmas season.
DORIS KRSNAK, FINANCE

BAYSIDE
MEN’S GLEE CLUB 

PRESENTS THE 70TH ANNUAL

WINTER CONCERT
Sunday, December 15, 2013 – 3:00 PM

The Church on the Hill Sanctuary
Tickets - $10.00 (Available at the door:  Open Seating)

Queens College Choral Society
THE BEST OF DUKE ELLINGTON’S

SACRED CONCERTS

Saturday, Dec. 14 at 8:00 PM

Colden Auditorium (on campus)
Tickets available at Box Office 
or from Sue & Jim Nicholas
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BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2013 AT 7:30 PM

Christmas can be a painful time for some.  It may be the first
Christmas without a loved family member who has recently died;
it may be a time that has always been difficult.  The anguish of
broken relationships, the insecurity of unemployment, the weari-
ness of ill health, the pain of isolation -- all these can make us feel
very alone in the midst of the celebrating and spending.  We need
the space and time to acknowledge our sadness and concern; we
need to know that we are not alone. 

For these reasons, The Church on the Hill will offer a spe-
cial “Blue Christmas” Service on Friday, December 20, 2013 at
7:30 pm.  Come out, and join with us in sharing and hearing
prayers, scripture, and music that acknowledge that God’s pres-
ence is for those who mourn, for those who struggle -- and that
God’s Word comes to shine light into our darkness.

Everyone, regardless of church background (or lack of it), is
welcome.  The service will be followed by a time for light refresh-
ments and fellowship. 

WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN CIRCLE (WCC)
MAY THE TRUE GIFTS OF CHRISTMAS BE YOURS

PEACE    HOPE    LOVE
December 14TH, not the 21ST, will be our last meeting of  the

year.  We will have our extravaganza Christmas Dessert Buffet
brought in by each and every one of you.  Bring in your best and
most famous dessert and share it with every one who has brought
in their best and most famous dessert.  Christmas punch will be
served along with tea and coffee.

Following the tea, we will have a wonderful performance and
concert in the Sanctuary given by Rose Guzzo, a professional
musician and entertainer.  She will provide a concert of piano
music and the celebration and presentation of the famous com-
poser, Richard Rogers.  All are invited to the concert at 2:00 pm
in the Sanctuary.  It is WCC’s serendipity Christmas gift open to
all.

Barbara Niebergall and her husband Richard will be 
leaving us for Florida.  Both of them have been wonderful friends
and volunteers to all the various church organizations.  WCC will
miss Barbara, her willingness to help in all ways, and  her won-
derful talents so wonderfully displayed with her hand crafted
works at her annual Christmas table.  God speed, Richard and
Barbara. 

The men who attended the Men’s Communion Breakfast are
still talking about the delicious potato pancakes with apple sauce,
the fully packed fruit salad, fluffy eggs and sausage and the
mounds of pastries that they enjoyed.

The Brunjes family had a lovingly presented collation on
September 12TH after the family memorial service.  Our heartfelt
love and sympathy we extend to them and to their family.  

The Harvest Festival banners and signs were up and set to
go, all in a timely fashion.  Who headed and planned the above?
Yes.  You guessed it.  Our wonderful Doris Krsnak.  Due to the
inclement weather of the past Januarys, the WCC January meet-
ing will be postponed to February 15.  Cross out January 18 on
your calendar and circle February 15 with a red crayon.  If you
come January 18 you will encounter an empty hall and an aston-
ished sexton, our dear Richie.  

Christmas Blessings to all, and remember… life is a gift, but
it isn’t always tied with a bow!

NINA KNESE PROSCHEL

COMMUNITY NURSERY SCHOOL
It is hard to believe that the holiday season is already here.

Where has the year gone?
The children gathered together in Gessner Hall to celebrate

Thanksgiving.  Each class prepared a special dish for the
Thanksgiving Feast.  Our menu included mashed potatoes, stuff-
ing, corn bread, chicken nuggets and chocolate pudding.

The Church on the Hill Community Nursery School will be
holding In-House Registration for the 2014-2015 School Year
on Wednesday January 29, 2014.

In-House Registration is for students who are currently
enrolled in the program and their siblings.

Outside Registration will begin on February 13, 2014 at
8:30 AM. For additional information please contact the Nursery
School office by email at reginacoth@gmail.com or by telephone
at (718) 539-0732.

REGINA SCHAFER, DIRECTOR

SUNDAY SCHOOL
A brief update on our mission projects and upcoming events,

as our children continue to learn the meaning of “Serving
Others:”

Our Sunday School “Trick-or-Treaters” collected a total of
$60.00 for UNICEF.  Focus of funds for this year will be the
Philippines in response to the devastating typhoon.

Seventy-five shoebox gifts for “Operation Christmas Child”
were collected and sent on their way to the central warehouse
where they will be distributed to children in need around the
world by Christian missionaries.  Seventy-five more children will
have the opportunity to receive the love of Jesus Christ because
of these donations!  Additional monetary donations were
received as well, which will bring that number even higher!

We held our family Advent gathering, where the children
made Chrismons (“Christ monograms”), that will adorn the
sanctuary Christmas tree.  Devotional materials, Advent wreaths
and candles were distributed for use at home, and we had a time
of fellowship and light refreshments as well.

The students of the Sunday School will participate in our
White Christmas service of worship on December 15TH at 11:00
AM.  They will present the “Tableau of the Nativity of Christ,”
inspired by the Children and Worship story approach, telling the
story of Jesus’ birth.

No Sunday School Classes on 12/29/13.
We will resume classes on Epiphany Sunday, “Three Kings

Day”, January 5TH.  The Sunday School will host the fellowship
hour with “King Cakes.”

ARDEN BERON

SEARCH COMMITTEE
The Pastoral Search Committee has basically completed the

work on the Church Profile which must be submitted to the
RCA.  We will request feedback from our Classis Supervisor  and
approval from Consistory, before we officially submit the Profile.
Candidates interested in the position will submit their applica-
tions to the RCA and they in turn will forward them to us. At
that point we will begin the interview process.  If you have any
questions, please contact one of the members of the Search
Committee.

RAY DURNEY



HARVEST FESTIVAL THANK YOU
Our Harvest Festival on Nov. 16TH was a huge success.  At

this point, we want you to know the generous merchants who
donated gifts and certificates for the raffle.  If any names are left
out, please let us know so we can include them in the next
Beacon.  

I’m sure these merchants would be happy to see church
members patronizing their stores.  Tell them you are from the
Church on the Hill and thank them for their support!

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant, Little Neck
Bagel Club, Baybridge, Bayside

Cascarino’s Restaurant, College Point
Cascon Bakery, Whitestone

Christie & Co. Salon & Spa, Bayside
Creative Cuts Hair Salon, Fresh Meadows

Donovan’s Restaurant, Bayside
Duck Walk Vineyards, Southold, NY

Dunkin Donuts, Bayside & Whitestone
Durso’s Pasta & Ravioli, Flushing

Fairway Market, Douglaston
Flushing Food Market, Flushing

Gemini Physical Therapy, Flushing
Graziella Pizza, Bayside
Landmark Diner, Roslyn

Laurel Lake Vineyards, Laurel, NY
The Lenz Winery, Peconic, NY

Luigi’s Pizza & Restaurant, Bayside
Macari Vineyards, Mattituck, NY
Maggie May’s Restaurant, Bayside

Marino Bros. Market, Flushing
Off Broadway Color & Hair Spa, Flushing

Omega Diner, Bayside
Osprey Dominion Vineyards, Peconic, NY

Outback Restaurant, Bay Terrace
Panera Bread, Bay Terrace

Pelligrini Vineyards, Cuthogue, NY
Pindar Vineyards, Peconic, NY

Primo Amore Restaurant, Bayside
Pugliesi Vineyards, Cuthogue, NY
Queens Garden Center, Whitestone

Raindew Pharmacy & Discount, Bayside
Sophia’s Hair Salon, Bayside

Tanger Outlet, Riverhead, NY
Terrace Diner, Bayside

The Old Field Vineyards, Greenport, NY
Tony Roma’s, Bay Terrace

Trattoria 35, Bayside
Veranda Restaurant, Bayside

Vines & Branches, Greenport, NY
Wickham’s, Cuchogue, NY
Wines & Spirits, Flushing

On Saturday, November 9th the
Youth Group volunteered at one of
our favorite service organizations,
Word of Life food ministry in the
Bronx.  We helped set up huge piles
of donations and then helped 
hundreds of people in need fill their
bags and shopping carts with canned
and boxed food items.  It was a great
day of service and fun in our NYC
community!
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And The winner is…And The winner is…
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DARRIN SCHAFER

NYC LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER 1345

NYC Licensed Master Fire Suppression Piping Contractor 779-B

JJDD
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, New York 11385
PHONE: (718) 850-0700 • FAX (718) 850-9485

EMAIL: darrin@jdmasters.com

LLOYD FUNERAL HOME
E S T.  1934

F U N E R A L D I R E C T O R S

(718) 229-2420
214-43 T H I RT Y-N I N T H AV E N U E

B AY S I D E,  N E W Y O R K 11361

JOHN S. POSSENRIEDE

1945-2002

AA BB FFlloorriisstt
&& NNuurrsseerryy
Official Florist for

Church On The Hill

Family Owned

162-24 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY  11358

(718) 762-2689

Eye Examination
by Appointment

Optical Prescriptions Filled
Contact Lenses Fitted

(718) 359-7505

Vincent’s
Opticians 

33-37 Francis Lewis Blvd.
Bayside, NY  11358

CHRISTIAN R. ZIMMER
D.D.S.

FAMILY DENTISTRY

(718) 961-2274
35-05 161st Street

Flushing, NY  11358

LEO BROTHER’S COLLISION, INC.
ANTHONY & RALPH (718) 886-4421

Expert Collision & Painting
Insurance Work & Estimates

Oven Baked Paint Jobs

189-12 39th Avenue
Flushing, NY  11358

For 24 Hour Towing Only…Call (718) 461-7300

For All Your Floral Needs
Special Occasions

Weddings - Funerals

NORTHERN FLOOR COVERING
Carpet - Tile - Linoleum - Laminate

Residential & Commercial

171-50 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, New York 11358

JIM FRASER

NY Reg. #R7049034

• Planting • Gutter Cleaning
• Shrubs • Railroad Ties
• Tree Work • Friendly Service

ARNOLDO’S
TREE SERVICE & LANDSCAPING

Free Estimates

Official Landscaper for Phone: (718) 463-7829
Church on the Hill Cell:   (917) 337-4062

MMaarriinnoo BBrrootthheerrss SSuuppeerrmmaarrkkeett
“Catering For All Occasions”

U Featuring Gourmet Italian Specialty ItemsU

U Domestic and Imported Cheeses U

U Boar's Head Cold Cuts U

U Gifts and Fruit Baskets U

163-07 29th Avenue Flushing, NY 11358
Phone: (718) 539-4078 Fax:  (718) 539-3518

Gary LiBert
Broker | Owner

27 -4 Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing, New York 11358

[p] 718 358-6000 [web] energizedrealtygroup.com

[f] 718 353-4202 [email] gary@energizedrealtygroup.com

TEL 718  358-4100
FAX 718  358-9605

CLEARVIEW AUTO
A COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE FACILITY

[P] 718 321-2701 123-11 18TH AVE.
[F] 718 321-2702 College Point, NY 

11356
DD aa nn nn yy  MM aa hh ee rr ’’ ss  CC ll eeaa rr vv ii eeww  TT ii rr ee  aa nn dd  AA uu tt oo 

is your one-stop-complete 
Auto Service Facility!

Free Pick-up and Delivery

PP rr oo vv ii dd ii nn gg  SS ee rr vv ii cc ee ss  tt oo  OO uu rr  FF aa mm ii ll ii ee ss  ff oo rr  oo vv ee rr  11 00 00  yy ee aa rr ss
36-46 Bell Blvd. (718) 428-2210

Bayside, NY  11361
149-20 Northern Blvd. (718) 359-6300

Flushing, NY  11354
10-25 150th Street (718) 359-1122

Whitestone, NY  11357

Our Services Provided in All Areas
www.gleasonsfuneral.com gleasonfh@aol.com

MILLENNIUM
PHYSICAL THERAPY

Theresa Alvizo, P.T.
Little Neck

(718) 428-9369
252-20 Northern Blvd, Suite 210

Little Neck, NY  11362

Richmond Hill
(718) 843-5987
131-10 Liberty Avenue

South Richmond Hill, NY 11419

http://gleasonsfuneral.com/index2.html
http://gleasonsfuneral.com/index2.html
http://clearviewtire.com/
http://energizedrealtygroup.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/j-d-masters-plumbing-&-heating-inc-
http://energizedrealtygroup.com/
http://clearviewtire.com/
http://northernfloorcoveringny.com/index.html

